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CurrentGUrrent( managementmanagement ofof-

the
of-

thethe .MarineMarine., Mammal ProPro-ProPro-

tection
Pro-

tection
¬-

tection Act is contrary toto-

the
to-

thethe traditional , cultural , andand-

nutritional
and-

nutritionalnutritional needs of AlasAlas-Alas-

ka's
Alas-

ka's
¬-

ka'skas' Walrus huntinghQJ1tinghutting comcom-com-

munities
com-

munities
¬-

munities and imposesbnposes unun-unun-

reasonable
un-

reasonable
¬-

reasonable restrictions , thethe-

Eskbno
the-

EskimoEskimoEskbno Walrus CommissionCommission-
EWC

Commission-
EWC( EWC concluded at a recentrecent-

emergency
recent-

emergencyemergency meeting in No-NoNo-

The

No-

me
No-

me
-

me .

The meeting was heldheld-

April
held-

AprilApril 2424andand 25 to disdis-disdis-

cuss
dis-

cuss
¬-

cuss the implications of aa-

recel1t
a-

recentrecentrecel1t decision by WashWash-Wash-

ington
Wash-

ington
¬-

ington , D.CDC.... , fderal courtcourt-

Judge
court-

JudgeJudge Harold Greene . JudgeJudge-

Greene
Judge-

GreeneGreene said that the MarMar-Mar-

ine
Mar-

ine
¬-

ine Mammal Protection ActAct-

permits
Act-

permitspermits Alaska Native toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt non-depletednondepleted-- walruswalrus-

in
walrus-

inin a non-wastefulnonwasteful-- mannermanner-
for

manner-
forfor subsistence purposes oror-

for
or-

forfor the purpose of creatcreat-creat-

ing
creat-

ing
¬-

ing and selling authenticauthentic-
Native

authentic-
NativeNative articles of handihandi-handi-

craft
handi-

craft
¬-

craft and clothing .

Greene'sGreenes' decision camecame-
when

came-
whenwhen he refused to disdis-disdis-

miss
dis-

miss
¬-

miss a class action suitsuit-

challenging
suit-

challengingchallenging the return ofof-

walrus
of-

walruswalrus management to thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska . The suit ,

bought by Togiak Natives ,

maintains that the State ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska may not regulateregulate-

the
regulate-

thethe harvest of walrus by

Natives because they areare-
specifically

are-
specificallyspecifically exempted fromfrom-
regulation

from-
regulationregulation by the MarineMarine-
Mammal

Marine-
MammalMammal Act..

But , Commissioner RonRon-Ron-
ald

Ron-
ald

¬-
ald O0 . Skoog , of thet e AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-
ka

¬-
ka DepartmentDep rtment of FishFish andand-
Game

and-
GameGame , (ADF & G ) pointpoint-point-
ed

point-
ed

¬-
ed out recently that JudgeJudge-

Greene
Judge-

GreeneGreene has not made aa-

final
a-

finalfinal decision in the case .

And he said his departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
ment

¬-

ment intended to continuecontinue-
toto enforce regulations thatthat-
prohibit

that-
prohibitprohibit walrus hunting onon-

Round
on-

RoundRound Island in the WalWal-Wal-

rus
Wal-

rus
¬-

rus Island Game Sanctuary .,

The EWCEW said it favoredfavored-

federal
favored-

federalfederal management of A-AA-

laska
A-

laska
A-

laska
-

laska Native taking of marmar-mar-

ine
mar-

ine
¬-

ine mammals , but wouldwould-
supp

would-
supportsuppdrtsupportsupp rt state managementmanagement-
ofof sport hunting , with thethe-
provision

the-
provisionprovision that no more than
150150animalsanimals per year bebe-

pennitted
be-

permittedpermittedpennitted for sport taking .

The commission discusseddiscussed-

also
discussed-

alsoalso the current ADF&GADFGADF&G-
regulation

ADF&G-
regulation

&
regulation limiting the calicali-cali-

ber
¬.-

berbel' rifle used for the taktak-tak-
ing

tak-
ing

¬-

ing of walrus .

State regulations limitlimit-

the
limit-

thethe caliber of rifle usedused-

for
used-

forfor walrus to .264264. , whichwhich-

the
which-

thethe commission said waswas-

unforceable
was-

unforceableunforceable unless the enen-enen-

forcement
en-

forcement
¬-

forcement officer is rightright-

with
right-

withwith the hunting crew . TheThe-
regulation

The-
regulationregulation was also called

discriminatory because gungun-

owners
gun-

ownersowners who do not ownown-

that
own-

thatthat caliber of rifle areare-

prohibited
are-

prohibitedprohibited from hunting .

"TheThe" regulation effectiveeffective-effective-
ly

¬-

ly discourages the huntinghunting-
crews

hunting-
crewscrews using proven huntinghunting-
methods

hunting-
methodsmethods and materials , "

said the commission .

As to the taking ofof-

ivory
of-

ivoryivory , one of the state'sstatesstate's-
prime

state's-
prime

'

prime concerns , the comcom-com-

mission
com-

mission
¬-

mission suggested that anyany-

exportation
any-

exportationexportation of raw ivoryivory-

outside
ivory-

outsideoutside the state be propro-pro-
hibited

pro-
hibited

¬-

hibitedhibitedexceptexcept for thosethose-those-
who

those-
who

-
who validly hold the 150150-

sport
150-

sportsport hunting permitspenn its theythey-

suggest
they-

suggest.suggestsuggest.,
..

Although the commissioncommission-
waswas criticalcriticalofof state effortsefforts-
toto regulate the walrus rere-rere-

source
re-

source
¬-

source , it urged all hunthunt-hunt-

ing
hunt-

ing
¬-

ing crews to make everyevery-

effort
every-

efforteffort to salvage allaU ediedi-ediedi-

ble
edi-

ble
¬-

ble portions of each walruswalrus-

caught
walrus-

caughtcaught and asked villagesviUagesviUages-

to
villages-

toto cooperate with thethe-

&G
the-

&G&GG& in efforts to studystudy-
walrus

study-
walruswalrus and the species '

natural mortality rates .

Caleb Pungowiyi , ChairChair-Chair-

man
Chair-

man
¬-

man of the Commission ,.

asked on Tuesday thattllat allall-

walrus
all-

walruswalrus hunters bringbnng inlin-

specimanspeciman samples ofofwalwalwal-wal-

rus
wal-

rus
¬-

rus they take in order toto-

help
to-

helphelp gather data for biobio-bio-

logical
bio-

logical
¬-

logical studies .


