
AgreementAJfreement withwith-

ArcticArctic SlopeSlopeSe-

cretarySecretary of the InteriorInterior-
Cecil

Interior-
CecilCecil D . Andrus and representrepresent-represent-
atives

represent-
atives

¬-

atives of the Arctic SltfpeSldpeSlope ReRe-ReRe-

gional

Re-

gional

¬-

gional Native Corporation havehave-

signed

have-

signedsigned an agreement designed toto-

speed

to-

speedspeed land transfers to the NaNa-Na-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive corporation , allow oil andand-

gas

and-

gasgas exploration , andandreducereduce landland-

ownership

land-

ownershipownership conflicts within thethe-

Gates

the-

GatesGates of the Arctic NationalNational-

Monument
National-

MonumentMonument..

'ThisThis"This'" is a special case wherewhere-

the
where-

thethe interests of environmentalenvenvironmentalenvironmental-

protection
ronnentalnentalp-

rotectionprotection and development cancan-

be
can-

bebe balanced for the interests ofof-

all

of-

allall concerned ,
" SecretarySecretary-

Andrus
Secretary-

AndrusAndrus said .

The majorr'najorrnajor' conflict centeredcbnteredcentered-

on
cbntered-

onon the Karupa Lakes and KillikKillik-

River
Killik-

RiverRiver area nearnearthe-thethe-. the northernnorthern-

boundary
northern-

boundaryboundary of the new Gates ofof-

the
of-

thethe Arctic National Monument .

That area is consideredconslderet< by manymany-

to
many-

toto be one of the important scenscen-scen-

ic

¬.-

ic attractions of the centralcentral-

arctic
central-

arcticarctic and the northern BrooksBrooks-
Range

Brooks-
RangeRange foothills .

But at the same time , thethe-

area

the-

areaarea is believed to have signifisignifi-signifi-

cant
¬.-

cant oil and gas resources whichwhich-

may

which-

maymay have national importance .

The agreement pledges the InIn-InIn-

terior
¬.-

terior Department and the NaNa-Na-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive corporation to work towardtoward-

legislation

toward-

legislationlegislation that will formally guagua-gua-

rantee

¬.-

rantee the agreement . If legislalegisla-legisla-

tion
¬.-

tion is not passed , the DepartDepart-Depart-

ment
Depart-

ment
¬-

ment will move administrativelyadministratively-

within
administratively-

withinwithin the limits ofofotherother lawslaws-

including

laws-

includingincluding the National EnvironEnviron-Environ-

mental
¬.-

mental Policy Act to implementimplement-
these

implement-
thesethese agreements as quickly asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible , Secretary Andrus said .


