
board asks statedge to Uoperate mtift idedgecumbegecumlx
A

byily decelledeceltecwde kay Richtrichtarrfchterrichttrtr
tundra tinnertimist

less than six months away

from the start of the 1983841983 84
school year thethdjalaksft6alaska state
board of education has re
commended to the governor
that the state ppayiyfoffor the con-
tinued operation of mtmi I1 edge
cumbe high school aias a resi-
dential boarding school

however there seemsqseems be
no0 cerucertifatyinty that the 0rg
nor andflegialaturtanflooldaturt401 1l follow
thisthu resolution or thatthai it
follofollowedWedi there will be timethe
enough to Impiimplementement a pro

K

gram for the comingming school
year

from the standpoint of01 the
nongraduatingnongriduatinggraduatingnon students and

staff 06ho are there nownpwtheythey
aream most certainly facedfacedwithedwithfac
some ambiguity101ty in termiterms of
whether they will be atit the
school nexnextt year enemieendede pol-

ley

pol-

icy statestaie director of deducaducaeducaeduc
lionaltlonaltional design and delivery
concluded fridy 6km9stour nietniqt

itol
eteritteri factor lci6dliiiwemiiiweM
r W 6

jkijkj

mtmi edgecumbe on Ja19POponskiaklskl
islandwhdmhd nearteat sitka alaalaska isit
presently a boarding61g schooloot

torfor 19393 alaskan native stuitu
dutsdeats als1 is operated by the
VX dispartmentdisyartmentdipattinent ofor ihteriofsiterloesiter loes
juneau am office of the buribur
auu of indian affairs

the ruriauofbureau of indian af
faskfwskfiutemfiutei appropriation fortot the
propresentserit year funds the school
only through june four
boarding schools in oklahoma
and nevada have already hutshut

down
A volutionfolutionfolutionilon foxtheforthe state

to provide Isa cont0ohensivwcoiripwhenaive
educational program forfot gradegrades

nine through twelve avalavailablelable
continued6atinued on pagepap eight



bab6boardd of education recommendationsions on mt edgecumbeE becugecuabembe highig school
continued from pwpage one0itebite

coalltoallto all alaskanAlaskark students whose

academic and personal futuresfutures
require suchsuchasuch&a program was

passed unanimously by the
seven voting members of thether

new state board of education
last wednesdaywedriosday after two days
ofpublic kestlitestlitestimonyony

shortly after ththeq mt edge-
cumbe riresolutionsolution was adopted
the state boardbosidbosia of education
orally presentedpreseated Usits rccommcnrecommen
datiorltodationtodationto thethkgovernoigovernor

on thursday governor shef
field told deledelegatesate torralio RurAL

CAPScot village participation
conference in juneau that he
was still concerfiedconcerfieaconcer fied about vuvuivil i

lageitee educational
I1

programs
do ro make village pro-

grams betterwterlsterl dobodowodo we anakexnakemakftalav1

tentative programsprogranprogramA wherewhie ke we
havepj only two teteachersachors aridaha
lesstfianlesfdan 14 studcritsthe9 iuderiii ale

J

governor10 asfcedaalkedi

bedonwedonWe dontdon have an eduisedu6seducdeduc i

tfotftf policylicy in this sitter theth
govegovernoranorrnor said noting that this
would be aitiitaroattwort r foi we peinew
state board

sheffield mw twfiewouwfiewwouldouW be
talking aqtqto the alaska congress-
ional delegationabouideloption4bout wheth-
er if the state made theromthecomthe com-
mitmentmitmentiftmitment itcoulditt could get the fed
oral government to continue
to keep mt EdSeedgecumbecumbe open

fofox two more yearswhileyoarswhile1fieyears while the
state gets funds for upgrade

41the state has been discuss
ing anSA appr6pappropriationriatiod of federal
funds fotfor improving ththe mt
edgecumbeedgecumbc facilities injn adid
vance ofvt a state takitakeoverover this
summer

the boardofboardBoardofof educations
resolution for the continued

T

opoperationoration iflfoofbof Mmtt edgecumbeEdgecumbo
specifiespecifieifoiufoor conditions

a comprehensive brogorogprogramram
for grades 9 through 12
available to an alaskan stutu
dents whose academic andand
personal futures mcquiretcquiretequlii

ipchapogtamsucha program 1

a recognizable commit-
ment tota academic exexcelcel

ence

0 makingmakmg every effort to
4 retain thethei current excepexcel

41onallexperiencedtfonally experiencedexperlenced staff

I1
a one ftoeroe14etleroe comcbpimltmeritcommitinmitinerit

from the federal govern-
ment to reha6aitateirelisfillititev ueup-
grade or replace the exist-
ing facility with structures
www meetmeef relevant op
orationaleratlonalerationalerat lonalional and instructional
standards

policypolley saidsaidonon friday that
whatwhit needs

0too happenhippen next
Is a decision by thethi governor

altwltwith leglaafivoconqurencelegislative concurrence
I1 if the decision is to proceed
he said there is a largeWOO agouniamouniamount

of workwoik on planning thdgovqrthe gover k

nance andands idministratton10administration of
the schooljclijali asa well6uau M lifetse propip
gramgrim offeroftcrbg69 1 401io ia indentiudentstudentttudent
body yet to be determined

basked why testatethstatethefstateth State epardppardoard
otof educatiqrkwasnteducation wasnt moremom apefpepa
cificlicifilliceficcific in its recommendation atlptlon
mt edgecumbe policypouey iaidWbaid

that they had givenglyen the gover-
nor the decisiondecwodecaon requested andd

that they had not had time
ioto make further rccommcnda
tholtion&t1ol

lthestatthistitiThiStiti boardboint of educaaduca
flohs4esolutiontion icsolutlon requests the
governor and the statestato legis
latierelatprclatipre toacttaacttaaca promptly to ap-

propriatepropriate funds for the operaopera-

tion of mtmi bdgecmbezdgecmbo in
1983841983 84 andndiwyoarsthe years therew1wato
ifter70after

the board rqtctcdroected the no
tiondon of keeping mtldgccunibe1011citmbe
open for a ipecin peperiodh04 ofoff

time pending fiirth0tufurthetltudyi as

wasvyas tuggcstedduringsuggestekduring the publicpulid
0 I1testimony

the majoffaciutfeponrideri3ajorfi8i11ti p0w4er
cdod necessitynecessay to operate the
edgecumbeedgocumbeediourribeEdgocumbe boarding school
are in 19 separatesas buildings

constructed by the60 US navy
ininl942ia1942 as partpartof44of an ausit base

used durinduring world warwit 11II

the school opened feb 22
1947 and graduatedgraduitid itsttsilrstfirst
clauclass in 1948 according to the
testimony of principal GHGO

trulutruitt approximately 3900
alaska nativenatives have graduated
fromfrommtedgecumbemt edgecurribe

according toio dr james4amesaames

elliott s9ecwa38itantspecial assistant to the
commissioner of education
protprogram and maintenance costs
for the operation ocheo0heof the 4facilc1
atlesitiesitles fornentfornextfor next yearwouldyear would total
7257325
of the total only 191.9

million is for teachteachingingi board
ing home and administeradministradminisadministrativetr tive

staffajiptherstaff lenotherlanotherlAnother 151.5 million is

for supplies the balance of
38 million is what is necess-

ary to operate and maintain
the facilities as thoftheatreire

although costs aresire based on
this years capacity of approxapprqx
Imairatelyimatelyimatelktelk 225 students costscpstscasts
would not increase igniflcantwgnificant 1

ly for 1 student body ofof3so350
which is the dormitory capac

itaiityi elliottsqeuiottmtidthejlgures41tefigures arcare
also exclusive 9theathep the pproxk
matelymatciymatwiy 45004.500 per studeiiforstudent jor
transportation and boarding
coststosts eachoch year he aidsaid 0

costs of initially upgrading
these facilities to meet statestite
codes range from a4 conserva-
tive estimate of 18 million
by the blaofficibla office in juneau 0too

26526.5 million by the state
DOT assuming the worst
case foefor design and construc-

tion
the preferre4alternatlvepreferred alternative of

DOT is 1 to spendsond up to 48
milfionfoimillion for new ficifacilitieslides con-
structionstrust actionction A exclusiveexclusiveof of land
equipment maintenance oper-
ations programs personnel
costs and demolition of the
old facility inn order to cut
annual maintenance and opera
tion costs from over 180018.00
a square foottoot to 9009.00 a square

foot
in wkhis testimony Tulstuesdayday

elliott argued thatihatahat the BIAs
plan for upgrade was no longer
feasible forfo this years con-
structionst season therestheresiotheresnoTheresnono
time to plan and replace this
summer he said

elliott saidonsaid on friday that
the departmentdepartmentof of education
doesnokhavesdoesntdoesnodoesno have a figure on the
miniminimummurn necessary to upgrade
the facilities for state life

healthsafetyhealthisafetyhealth safety code require
ments in order fortot thetho school
to be60 open foror the next1noxt school
year

A number ofbf immediate im-

provementsproprovementsprovevementmentsi such as sprinklerssprinklers
in classclassroomsroomi would need to
be made this summer iniri order
to keep the school91 opqwopenwithopen withjh
outtriteruptioqout interruption while major

repairs or replacements are

undertaken elliott said

the state fire manhallsmanhalls
toreportport stemming from a survey

of theschoolthe school in mid march of
this yeary4iyai has five pages of con
dillonsditlonsditions which do not meet the
requirements of the alaska
fire safety code

the state sanitarianssanit arians report
of a visit conducted at the
same time in accordance with
state eating and drinking 6stabestab-
lishmentlishment reguregulationslat10ns contains a

two page narrative of defies

lenceslcncesionces

in a writtenawritten statement to the
state doboardard of education
alaska VSUS senator frank
Mutmurkowskymurkowsklmutkowskibutkowskikowski said thatt helit was

proud to be counted among

mt edgecumbeedgccumbeedgerumbes strongest jupiupisupi

porters at1tit would be truly
unfortunate if an alternative
high school program lilikekeMtmt
edgecumbcredgecpmbc is lost to young
alaskawlAlasalaskanshcsaidkaWl he said

theno federal government is

fullycommitivdtofully committed to implement-
ing its policy that the statoofStastatetoofof
alaska should be responsible

for educating all alaskansalaskasAlaskans

native and nonnativenonpon native alike

the DIAbiawfllill stop funding mt
edeaedecedgecumbebe school andjeandjfandif the
popmpeoplepoem of alaska wish to oper-
ateat e anin educatoeducatieducational

i 0nal facility
there action mmustust be taken

now or the opportunity not
to mention the land and build-
ings may be lost he said

state board of education
chair ernestine griffin report-
ed that while in washington
DC recently she and state
commissioner of education
marshall undlind had met individ-

ually with members ofalaskasalanskas
congressional delegation she
said that eachlegislatortichiegislatoreach legislator indiv-
idually said that they would
seek one shot funding for up-
grade of the edgecumbe facil-
ities

emaemil kowalczyk BIA area
administrator for education
also repreportedreporfedorfed that the mt
edgecumbe teaching and aad-
ministrative

d

staff were being
laid off6ffaff as of june JQ10 and
the facilities management staff
as of nyjuly 12 these people
areate beinguingaing notified of thisthisprpres-
ently

es

he said
whether bilkekilkeke it or not

ive got to close the doodoorsrs
kowalczyk said

ernie policypolley was observed
as a keykiy figufigurefelnrelnto helping the
board through its decision
makingmakingprocessprocess Asat the author
of the resolution introduced
by board member and alaska
federation of natives chair-
manma n sam kito policypolley saiduld
later that helle felt fortunate to

have captured the sense of the
board that closely

the board alsoso considered
the issue of student eligibility
policypolley said under the state
constitution the state would
have to discontinue native
preference in admitting stu-

dents but it could establish

priorities for admission

under present admittance
policies according to mt edge
cumbe superintendent leroy
bemmertdammertdcmmert studentsstwents must be a

quartquarterer or more native blood
have graduated from the ninth
grade this year there was no
freshman class and meet one
of the following criteria be
from a community where there
is no local high school culiveouliveor live

a walking distance of more
thanthin 1 vt miles from high
school if &locala local high school

I1

is available have a4 pparentarent or
guardianartiadardiad request specifically
ahatrhatthat the student attend mlmt
edgecumbe orbeor be a referral
from a social agency

the board rejectrejectedid options
including limiting enrollments
to students from communities
of less thanom a certain size and
considering an annual option
for rural education atten
dance area REAA students

policypolley said the board deciddecad

continued on pagepago sixteen
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fate of mt edgecumbeV 1 L HS is stilliupstilliup m
i c Tiaferwbfe kt i E

bvmivm liway fciltetel M

contcontinuedinu fromm hagenipagenipage ninene
ed the residential proprogramcismjism
thoulathould be open04 toia rilall 41uatudenu
withwith1witha a sense ofwhof who needed

it
mary ScSchaeffkaeffercr the 0onlytdy

state board member to attend
and toto gragraduateduite from mt
Edgeedgecumbebdgccumbeedgecumbocumbo is the mother of
students attenattendingaing school in
the northwest arctic REAA
school district Argarguingubig that
the state needed to give REAA
schools a chanceC schaefferSchaeffcr had
said that she was onlywy in favor
ofor keeping edgecumbe open
as a stalestate vocation4ocation technical
high school because of the
facilities and equipment al-

ready there
reachedreacheireached at hithis office inthe

state house of representatives
on fridafridayy bethel democrat
tony vaskavaka whose district
contributes many of the stu-
dents now at edgecumbe said
he had the closure of eight

i

BIA elementaryoemeptary schoaaschoolsschoaf andnd an
overcrowded junior high school
in betheltoBetbethelheltoto worry about first

he also said that the lower
kuskokwim REAA school dis-
trict which he represents was
experiencingcing ia financial drain
because of competition with
mt Edgetedgecumbeedgetumbiumbie

vaska said thatteat if peopeoplee are
looking fortot alternativesalternative ihenen
regloregional

i

nal district high schools
should be looked at hetie sug

gestegestad that feitlcaitka would be a
suitable locationfotit1061location foi a regional
high lohool x womubodtfL ru

ingham rebethelthel nome kot-
zebue andindindgalengalenaGalen

14 1I doradorjdon thinkw4wa anyone has

lookedlookedilosilyclosely enoughenouat04howho
mt ededgecumbegecumbo students willwfllwall

be now that itjt willifalifll bebi opened
up to theth whole state he

aidglad

I1

whites the plan foitot edge
cumbe theydontThey dont havemye one 1

he commented
bob greene executive direc-

tor of the asjocjjtjoaaodatlonofof alas-
ka school boards psaid14 0onn fri-
day that there was no quequestionstion
that there should bebb viable

options for high school stu-
dents especiallyespeclilly a boarding60ardirig

home typetape ofor 6ptionhisoption his or-
ganization remained opposed0apoppo sed
to state funding for mt edge-
cumbe howeverhowevhorevet

green said the question was

whether mt edgecumbe was
the most cost effective waywiy of
providing thisWs service there
was a further question he said

ofsowofhowof how a program at mt edge-
cumbe would be coordinatedbecoordinated

with the eexisting school dis-
tricts

1 I want to look at it from a

philosophical point of view

he saidsalo intj a new eraers is

money goin&togoing to be available
for edgecumbeedgecumbe otor do we
need to find a more cost

ftectlw wajowyjo dolhesame
thffifjdcthing and cooralftrtuwuh
feeA ejcfartfag xihwlfatrfcb33 am jwjj5j

he aedasked&ed
if ia boarding homefione program

isit deer4wmddeernedned doliabledoimbledoliable he wid
that there4herechere are other options
and otherothor safsuitabletoble facilities

around the statestite
11 greene was als6concernedalso concerned

about how the boardvard ofofeduca
tibasttoniti6as decision waswas chchanginganong
thethi state mandate to school
districtsdistrictL in14 the sixties thehc

state operoperatedateA boboardinguding pro-
gramsgramsongramsjn

I1

in schools across the

staarstatrstate but in thethi early seventies

it beganbejan shuishuttingtig these down

in the late seyenseventiestief it built
hlhigh9 schools in villages lanandd

nowitkenowithenow the pendulum
i

apheaappeaappearedred tojo
bebi swingswinging

I1
frig back to the six-

tiestieS

hie state jadaojadto kea
definitive urectlon and stay
thereammi cownecrwnewaw1 aid swungwwungoiw amrumr
of these approaches sufficient
timetwe to make it work

greinemildthatgreanegrecne faidftid that since thetu
hootch consent decreedive in 1976
the stistaleate&te hdhad buik hundreds of
high schools in ruraliund alaska
and now had m&wtsmade lt decfafoni4ecislork
on mt edgecumbe athvthwithout9U

COnsultconsultationatio n with thehe existingaisxisting
school distdistrictsricu

six communities opted out
and three have subsequently
closed high school programs
he said

over S 12123I1 mmoaojrcommillion of com-
pleted construction worworkk Aatt
state expense is attributable to
the hootch decree and an-
other 888.8 million of work is

under way orgr planned at three

arttrt said lee clua an ad
ministratormlnistrator for the bparkepark
went ofol01 educauonmeducation lc wad

chwethwe fig6rn were juittcohljuitt comcoHl

paed for i rort which wm

be irisipresentedirisinwnW totd the court by
may 11198311983.1993

clune s&idskwsaw 77 new coincom
munity filoahlihli school cohiplxescompkm
have beenbein built anskeatsket sk expanse
u &teisulta greultreult ofkhtof the ckicreefree WH
said thatthit existing elementelementarylity
school structures were added
to orof modified in 24 other
commuiiitiegconununitiet 15 of these
without specialW construction
grants

whatwhat tiappensappens nexnextt with re
spect to the continuation of
mt edgecumbeedgccumbeedge6umbe depends on the
governor and thestatithe stateStati legisla-
ture


