of Indian Af-

‘ Office of the Bur-
ridian Affairs.
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last Wednesday after two days
Ffwm‘ﬁ%m Edge-
the State Board of Education

: : '.M‘
er, if the state made the com-
eral government to continue
to keep Mt. Edgecumbe open
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The school opened Feb. 22,
1947, and graduated its first
class in 1948, according to the

$26.5 million by the state
DOT, mssuming the °worst
case” for design and construc-
tion.

The preferred alternative of
DOT is to spend up to 348
million for new facilities con-

opera-
tion costs from over $18.00
a square foot to §9.00 a square
foot.
In his testimony Tuesday,
Elliott argued that the BIA's
plan for upgrade was no longer
feasible for this year's con-
struction season. “There's no
time to plan and replace this
summer,” he said.

repairs or replacements are
undertaken, Elliott said.

The state fire marshall's
report stemming from a survey
of the school in mid-March of
this year has five pages of con-
ditions which do not meet the
requirements of the Alaska
Fire Safety Code.

The state sanitarian’s report
of a visit conducted at the
same time in accordance with
state eating and drinking estab-
lishment regulations contains a
two-page narrative of defic-
IEnces.

In a written statement to the

jons on Mt. Edgecumbe High School

now or the opportunity — not
to mention the land and build-
ings — may be lost,” he said.

State Board of Education
Chair Emestine Griffin report-
ed that while in Washington,
D.C. recently, she and State
Commissioner of Education
Marshall Lind had met individ-
ually with members of Alaska’s
Congressional  delegation. She
said that each legislator indiv-
idually said that they would
seek one-shot funding for up-
grade of the Edgecumbe facil-
ities.

Emil Kowalczyk, BIA area
administrator for education,
also reported that the Mt.
Edgecumbe teaching and ad-
ministrative staff were being
laid off as of June 10 and
the facilities management staff
as of July 1. These people
are being notified of this pres-
ently, he said.

“Whether 1 like it or not,

have captured the sense of the
Board that closely.

The Board also considered
the issue of student eligibility,
Polley said. Under the state
Constitution, the state would
have to discontinue Native
preference in admitting stu-
dents but it could establish
priorities for admission.

Under present admittance
policies, according to Mt. Edge-
cumbe Superintendent Leroy
Demmert, students must be a
quarter or more Native blood,
have graduated from the ninth
grade (this year there was no
freshman class), and meet one
of the following criteria: be
from a community where there
is no local high school or live
a walking distance of more
than 1% miles from high
schoal; if a Jocal high school
is available have a parent or
guardian request specifically
that the student atiend Mt
Edgecumbe; or be a referral
from a social agency.
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Tony Vaska, whose district

contributes many of the stu-
dents now at Edgecumbe, said

he had the closure of elght

BIA elementary schools and an
overcrowded junior high school
in Bethel to worry about first.

He also said that the Lower
Kuskokwim REAA School Dis-
trict which he represents was
experiencing a financial drain

because of competition with -

Mt, Edgecumbe,

Vaska said that if people are
looking for alternatives, then
regional district high schools
should be looked at, He sug-

tricts.

“l want to look at it from a
philosophical point of view,”
he said. “In a new era, is
money going to be available

for Edgecumbe or do we
need to find a more cost
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