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Young, R-Alaska, has asked the
Justice
its reasons for filing the lawsuit
against Goodman,

In Juneau, a resolution urg- -

ing President Reagan to grant
Goodman a pardon is pending

in the state senate. n

In Fairbanks, the
News-Miner, in an edito
headlined *When is enough
enough?” questioned whether
the lawsuit is warranted.

“Punishment meted out as a
resilt of the criminal trial
seems adequate,” the news
paper said.

In Delta Junction, the Justice

ment’s name is mud.

“It's kind of an injustice
from every standpoint I can
see,” says George Wiggin, pas-
tr of the Assembly of God
Church when he’s not Werking
as a brick mason. “It seems to
be somebody out to get some-
body, and that’s not right. It's
just purely orneriness on some-
body's part.”

Some critics believe Good-
map was targeted because he's
from a rural reglon and Jdacks
political clout.

But Sue Ellen Tatter, the
assistant U.S. attorney who
handled the government’s crim-
says he wasn't singled out in
either the criminal case or the
civil litigation,

“If the government failed to
prosecute him because of the
small amount involved in the
case, it would be ‘creating a
white<collar exception,™ she
says. “We're not going to
except Dr. Goodman because
he's a dentist.

“We can't justify going
after people for their $3,000
student loans if we don't go

after the others.”
She says she cannot discuss

the civil action because it is
pending litigation,  but she
says it's not an example of
double jeopardy as many resi-
dents in Delta Junction believe.

She says nothing in the
criminal case precludes the gov-
ernment from seeking restitu-
tion, even om the counts of
which Goodman was acquitted.

“We try to recoup the gov-
ernment’s losses whenever it's
economically feasible,” she
says, “It's not a special case
with Dr. Goodman.”

Federal prosecutors incurred
a variety of expenses in bring-
Goodman to trial, Al
there is no estimate
on the amount of
money spent to secure his con-
viction, she says it was probab-
ly less than $50,000.

“We could have lost every
single count and he still could
go back for civil action,” she
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so the public health nurse -
would have them for later use,

“If 1 was going to defraud |
the government 1 wouldn’t
have sent my records to Men-
tasta,” he says, “I'm not that
dumb. Nobody gave me the op-
portunity to explain.”

Afterwards, he says, he sent
a check to government attor-
néys to cover what they said =
he owed, but it was returned,

“I did not intentionally file
fal$e claims against the govern-
ment,” he says. v

And many in this communi-
ty nestled at the intersection of
the Richardson and Alaska
Highways believe him. |

“Mos here have been .
retta , editor of the Del-
ta paper. “They were not in-
tentional errors, If he intended
to steal from the government,
he would have stolen more
than §1,300 over three yedrs.

“Nobody's burning flags here
or anything, but anybody who
deals with federal forms knows
it could happen to them,” she
says.

Her newspaper has editorial-
ized in support of Goodman
and run a series of articles on
his case. Mrs. Nistler says she's
received only one letter to the
editor supporting the govern-

ment's action.




