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EditorialViewView Bering StraitsStraits-

in
Straits-

inin larger contextcontextI-
tIt was hard writing the Bering Straits story ., Not because thethe-

story
the-

storystory has tragic overtones , which it does ., Not because Bering StraitsStraitsI-

Sis a member of the statewide Native community , and no matter howhow-

dIvided

how-

divideddivided that community may be at any given time , what hurts oneone-

member
one-

membermember hurts the others , which is true .

It was hard to write that BeringBenng Straits Native Corporation hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen taken to bankruptcy court because we fear that court actionaction-
may

action-
maymay be viewed as a symbolsymbolofof Native corporate problems all out ofof-

proportIOn

of-

proportionproportion to reality by Natives and non-NativesnonNativesnon.NativesnonNatives-. alike .

To Native people , inm and out of the region , it may provide aa-

justification
a-

justificationjustification for apathy , an increased feeling that the destinies of thethe-

Native

the-

NativeNative corporations , and hence the Native people themselves , are nono-

longer
no-

longerlonger in their hands . Non-NativesNonNatives- in economic and political circlescircles-

may
circles-

maymay feel the timetme has come to push for greater control of Native rere-

sources
re-

sources
re-re¬-

Native selfself-determinationselfdeterminationselfdetermination-<letermination still somewhatsources or restrictrestnct - , unguar-
ded

unguarunguar- ¬.-

ded in its infancy .

We would like to offer some thoughts that might allay the fearsfears-

of
fears-

ofof Native shareholders and dash the hopes of those who see the Ber-

ing

BerBer-¬.-

ing Straits case as a showcase of ineptness that will somehow lead toto-

the
to-

thethe disbursementdisbunement of Native-ownedNativeownedNativeownedNativeownedresources-() resources into public hands .

There is no inherent embarrassment in being taken to bankrup-

tcy
bankrupbankrup-¬.-

tcy court . What it means in this case is that a creditor is impatientimpatient-

and
impatient-

andand seeking to protect his interestsinterestsThe._The creditor is under no obliga-

tion
obliga-

tion
obligaobliga- ¬-

tion to take into account thefhe Tactfactctthatthat BeringBeringStraitsStraitsStraits has spent thethe-

better
the-

betterbetter part of a year cleaning corporate house , that new manage-

ment
manage-

ment
managemanage-¬-

ment is trying hard to paypayoffoff the debt of many errors it inheritedinherited-

without
inherited-

withoutwithout completely losing sight of planning for a better future ..

Although the Bering Straits story may rightly be seen as a livingliving-

symbol
living-

symbolsymbol of some of the flaws in the Alaska Native Claims SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct itself , those not in tune with the various phases of implementingimplementing-
thatthat act should not conclude that other corporations will soon fol-

low
folfol-¬.-

low Bering Straits intomto court . Many decisions that those corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

corporacorpora-¬-

tions have made , many investments , many staff appointments andand-

other
and-

otherother business judgments have been good . Bering Straits has mademade-
severaJ

made-
severalseveralseveraJ investments that are doing very well .

Onlookers may also see fit to findfmd fault with Bering StraitsStraits-
shareholders

Straits-
shareholdersshareholders , who seemed to have realizedreaJized so late in the day that aa-

change
a-

changechange in management was necessary . They might suggest that ifif-

shareholders
if-

shareholdersshareholders had put their foot down a year or two earlier , th's-
dreary

thsth'sths-
dreary

;:'
dreary situation might not have caught up with the corporationcorporatwn soso-

quickly
so-

quicklyquickly , giving the new administration time to try a few of the opop-

tions
op-op¬.-

tions left open to itIt..

This suggestion is uninformed . Those of you who read this papa-

per
pa-pa¬.-

per who live inID the city and have a college education and are notnot-
married

not-
marriedmarried to an attorney , pick up the land claims act sometime and seesee-

if
see-

ifif you can really understand itIt.. Get an annualannualreportreport from any cor-

poration
corcor-¬.-

poration , not just a Native corporation , and see if you can really telltell-

what
tell-

whatwhat the status of that corporation is . We will lay tremendous oddsodds-
that

odds-
thatthat you can'tcant' .,

Furthermore , it is difficult for outsiders to comprehend thethe-

tremendous
the-

tremendoustremendous problems in communications between rural regionalregional-

centers
regional-

centerscenters and more remote villages . If you'veyouve' ever waited a week forfor-

aa special delivery letter to come to Fairbanks from Anchorage , O-

Jtried

orOJor-

triedtried to call Juneau from Anchorage and heard your echo after eacheach-

word
each-

wordword while you were trying to hear your parties response , you cancan-

imagine
can-

imagineimagine how the difficulties multiply in the bush .

These difficulties , combinedcombmed with volatile transportation sche-

dules
sche-

dules
schesche-¬-

dules and preoccupation with seasonalseaSQnal subsistence activities havehave-

placed" placed extraordinary burdens on Native corporations trying to breakbreak-

into

break-

mtointomto a fastfast-movinfastmovinfastmovingfast-movingfastmoving--movingmoving , hihighlyly competitive economy .

AllAllofof this Iis by way of sayingsaymg that we advise caution to anyoneanyone-
who

anyone-
whowho would see more meaningmeanmg in the bankruptcy than is actuallyactually-
there

actually-
therethere We would suggest it is another disheartening chapter in thethe-

land
the-

landlandlandclaimsclaims implementation story . But the story is far from finfin-

ished
fin-fin¬.-

ished

". , -.-. ,-- --,,.- . _ . - .- .- - .
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It
,

. It ,'!mayDaYllsomaysoundtoo,
soundtoqn ,toQ .sbiplesimpleple , butbut'BeringbutBering'' Pering SStraitsits'canitscan'cannotcannot.o be.

knknocke-

doutjor

knockedk: 'dd''d-

outou\ououtouforoutjor\. for good ,.
''DespiteDespite' poor judgment by earlyear1y managementmariagemerittI BeringBering-

Straits

BeringBering-

StraitsStraits has tod many problems commoncommon to other Native ccorporations-

to
corporationsrpor tionstions-

toto be written off' as a bad apple ; it has obligations to too manymany-

shareholders

many-

shareholdersshareholders to be allowed to toldfoldold .because.because those ' problems becamebecame-

unmanageable

became-

unmanageableunmanageable .

.
It was not the intention of Congress when ititrassedrassedpassed the landland-

claims

land-

claimsclaims act that novicenov\CenovCe\ ,shareholders lose control 0ofotheirtheir destinies-

simply

destinies-

simply

destinies

simply bbecausecause they were new to the gamegarneJgarneJnor, nor that they would-

even

would-

even

would

even assume fullfun control over their lives and resourcesresourees before the-

proper

the-

proper
the

properproper foundation had been laid ,. The intention of Congress :, to pro-

vide

propro-¬.-

vide a fair and just settlement C!ofofaboriginal.( aboriginalb.origina1borigina1
.

Native cclaimsahns , must be-

fulfilled

be-

fulfilled

be

fulfilled . In large measure , Bering Straits is an indication of justjust-

how

just-

howhow much needs to be done to make the settlement fair .
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