
FnXw1,5gJLandingsFnXw15gJLandingsEarsEats HurtHurt,, Scary landi-

ngsNative

landinl5landings-landings--

Native leaders complain about-

discomfort
about

discomfort ,, landings on Wien I
NOME-NearlyNOMENearly- every week ,

Thomas Johnson , a Nome busi-

nessman
busibusi- ¬.-

nessman and community leaderleader-
and

leader-
andand Treasurer of the BeringBering-
Straits

Bering-
StraitsStraits Native Corporation ,.

makes a round trip betweenbetween-
Nome

between-
NomeNome and the Arctic Slope Vi-
aAnchorage

viavia-

AnchorageAnchorage on . a Wien Boeing
737 .

""IfIf this strike goes on , I1 am

not going to do it any more ,.
"

Johnson complains ,. ""illill"I'll111' Just-

quit
justlustlust-

quitquit my joblob , but I don'tdont' wantwant-
to

want-
toto put up with it any more ".

Johnson explained that ,. onon-

his
on-

hishis last return trip to Nome vIa-

Anchorage
viavia-

AnchorageAnchorage , he was met at thethe-

airport
the-

airportairport by his wife and a friendfriend-
He

friend-
tieHetie said the airplane touchedtouched-
down

touched-
downdown past the midpoint of thethe-

runway
the-

runwayrunway , and that the airplaneairplane-
used

airplane-
usedused the balance of the runwayrunway-
wIth

runway-
withwith enginesengmes on full reverse toto-

stop
to-

stopstop To top it offofT , he saidS3ld ,. hehe-

later
he-

laterlater found out that the WienWlenWrenWlen-

Boeing
Wren-

BoeingBoeing jetlet landed withwithaa subsub-

stantial
sub-

stanuaJstantiastanuaJstantial) tailwindtailwind-
An

tailwind-
An

tailwind-
AnAn airportalrpon officialofTtclaJ in Nomeome ,.

who declineddedmed to be identified ,.

said that the WienWlen airplane hashas-

landed
has-

landedlanded ""atat least once " withwtth aa-

tailwind
a-

tailwindtailwind ""somewheresomewhere around 1010-

knots
10-

knouknotsknou " The same officialofficw saJd-

that
saidsaJdsaid-

thatthat he has ""severalseveral"severaJseveraJ ttimesmes "

punched an emergencyemergeny, alarmalarm-

summoning
alarm-

summoningsummoning Orefire trucks to the aar-

field
airair-

field
aar-aarair-air¬-

field because the B-B-B-737B737B7378-7378- 737 touchedtouched-
down

touched-
downdown so fafar, down the runwayrunway-
that

runway-
thatthat he felt certainertaln an 3tl"ldent-
would

accident3tl"ldent3tlldentaccident-
would

"
wouldwouldoccuroccuroccur-

"Those
occur-

"Those"'""ThoseThose" airplanes arcare lujustjust-

darned
tt-

darneddarned uncomfortableunwmfortable too100 .,
"'

Johnson added Pressun/ationPressunationPressurv.auonPressurvauonPressurisationPressurv.auon-

on
Pressurisation-

on
./

on flights he has been on hashas-

caused
has-

causedcaused much dISComfort-
Tom

discomfortdiscomfort-
Tom

discomfort-
TomTom Richards , Sr ., a stnklng-

Wlen
strikingstnklngstriking-

WienWienWlen Captainfaptam otof *; lI years andand-

the
and-

thethe first EskimoEsk.1moEsk1mo. ever certifiederufiedcertified-
to

erufied-
toto fly jetlet aircraft3ln.ral13lnral1airc.rattaircratt.. ,. explaIned-
the

explainedexplained-
thethe reason for muchmud1 ofot the dis-

comfort
disdBdis-'-

:comfort
comfort"On'"""OnOn'On'' BB-7J7B7J7B-737737-.- 737 flights ,. we rourou-

tinely
rou-

tinelytinely assign the flightflJghl engineerengmeerengmeer-
or

engineer-
oror second officer to checkheck wea-

ther
weawea-.-

ther and winds at altitude an-

order
inanin-

orderorder to calculate the (flightffightlight propro-
file

pro-
mefileme into order to provide for pas-

senger
paspas-¬.-

senger comfort and fuel econ-
omy

econecon-.-

omyamy ., With onlyonJy two pilots In-

the
intoto-

thethe cockpit , these crews nownow-

rely

now-

relyrely on a flight computer to dodo-

these
do-

thesethese calculations ,. and itII is justJust-
n

just-
notnnotnotI the same ".

The Tundra TunesTimes had firstfirst-

hand
first-

handhand observationobservatlon 0of' such a Situ-

atlon
situsitu-

anonationatlonanon on November 14 and I1hh-
when

*'
when a staffersuffer traveledtravekd to KoKo-

diak
Ko-

dlakdiakdlak Anchorage to KodiakKoduk I-
Sconsidered

isis-

consideredconsidered a shortshortlight/flight/lightlight . so thatthat-

when
that-

whenwhen the secondsecondofficerofficer usesuses-

his
uses-

hishis human experienceexpenenct tnIn calcucaleu ,#
latingbting (flightnighlight. altitude and propro-pro-
me

-¬

.-

fileme ,. the airplane does notnOI flynyfly-

above
ny-

aboveabove 24,00024000, oorr l25.000250002S.0002S000..oooooo. feelfeet III-

that
soIIIso-

thatthat rapidrapad "changes.hIngeshInges. into pressunpreuunpreuun-
aBon,cationaBon.anonanon. and rapidrarld ascent ;and dcdede-

sanl
de-

scentscentsanl do not "cause"auseause passengerpassengtlpassenge-
rdtscomIon

passengt-
ldlsdlsdiscomfortdtscomIonomJon
discomfortOndtscomIonOnomJonOn

On these respectiverespedlVtrespeettve flightrllghbtlightsrllghb-
the

tlights-
the

*

the Tundra TimesTUlles staffersuiter n'ticed-
that

nHtued-

that
noticednHtuedn'ticednticed, ' .:

that the airplaneaJrplane climbeddunbed t\ <. I>+ *''III
.,

000 feet and U.OOOUOOOt,000t000.,,000000 feettftl altiatllaltatll-

tude
,

tuderude resperespectivelvrespectivelyuve1v fFrankrank PetPeterPeter-

son
ff-

sonson ,. president of the KodiakKodJak IIlIl-

Area
)

Area Native ASSAssociation<:X:13uonX13uon ,. was a ''II'I-
passenger

tt-

passengerpassenger on one 0of' those \
I'I-

nightsflightsnights andandcomplainedcomplainedompbmf'dompbmfd.' .,
"'""ItIt'it11 sure '!

)!

presents a hardshiphanhtuphanhtupunhardshiptinonuntin (thehe canrScars; ".' \

(CaptainCaptam''- aptain
a-

ptain RichardsRKhards: explainsexplalOexplam' j \
'""TheseThese1l1t'SC1l1tSC' replacementrepl31-emenlrepl31emenl.- pilotpllolJpilots* musimustmust-

be

I

II-

bebe usingusmg the flightfllghl computert.X11pUleftX11pUlef. t(t-

come ttII I
t ).comel"OmelOme" up with those altitudealUludealtitudes*, " ,

A.\ human beinghelng does not makenukrnukrI-

I
make-

it nukrtitII sow hard on himselfhlmselthimselt nor Ior-

others
onororV)"

tV
VV-

othersothers The flightflightompulrflightLomputrr,-Compute-ompulrompulrLomputrrLomputrr-
plans

irr-

plansplans the tripstnps like a rurotkeirrxkra!

.trajectory.ralectorralector) The airplaneauplane climbsdlfnb: limblimb-

tor
,.

tor halthaJt the triptnp and ddescenddescendsdescends-
rapidly

end *"

rapidly tofortor, (thehe other halthllthaltuxt|/lust/uxtuxtlust-
like

utuxt-

like
*

like a rocketrockel When we plJfl-

our
planplJflplan-

ourour flightnlghnflights* ,. we are climbingdlJ11blng 'for-

a

torfor0101-

aa (thirdhlrdhlrdofthirdofof the flightflrghI into Itvel-

flight
levelItvellevel-

flightflight torfor another third and U-

1descent

inU1in-

descentdescent toforfOf a thirdthud .li.11lt '"* ("ea5ie"asleasleeasiereasier-

on
'

on the passengerspassengtrs "

Othertither than safetvulel\ulelsatetyulelIssues\' issueIssues* paspas-

senger
pas-

sengerscngersenger comfortomlort is another concon-

sideration
onon-

sJderalionsJderalionsiderationside rat ion tnIn the questionquesllon ofutof-

whether
ut-

whetherwhether or not the F1RightFlightght :En-

gineer
In-

gineer
tnInEn

gineer should be aboard WienWiens-
Boeing

Wlen'sWlensWiensWlen's-
Boeing

's

Boeing 137737's737s', If the Wien pilotpilot-

strike
pilot-

strikestrike 1SJ1- '11SJ- 11isn- 'tis- ntisn- 'tis- nt' resolved soon ,. Tho-
mas

ThoTho-Tho-
mas

-¬-

mas Johnson may quit his Job-

and
jobloblob-

andand WrenWaenWien may be short one more .,
commuterommuter passenger

.
Ib

ba

a)_ I


