Sharon McConnell, of Bettles and Fairbanks, broadcasts Native news to Fairbanks listeners four -
times daily from KIAK Radio and KFAR Radio. Her shows are an example of how the

broadcast media can respond to community information needs. Access to the media by
minority and public interest groups has flared across the state recently, see story on page 3.
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' help, insure’ that  radio and tele-
* vision broadcasters  mieet  their

obligation to : se;ve t.he public
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Due- to poor ‘and cntical
, many
\people have misunderstood ABM
objectives. > Broadcasters. inter-
preted proposals of 'ABM as de-
mands' imposed - upon_the ' sta-

. tions with the threat of challen--

ging license renewal applications

..should they fail to' comply.

Qnes .of extortion were Tampant
in the Alaska media community
b] But ' let’s ~start ftom “the
ginning.
!"Radio’ and television airways
are a scarce public: commodity .
By Federal law the airways are
‘temporarily entrusted to station
owners  through - licenses 'issued
by the Federal Communications
Commission.. The FCC in tumn
encourages. local  citizens - and
community groups to play an ac-
tive role  in" assessing the per-
formance of stations and in sug-
gesting ' improvements in ' their

- future operation.-

Every three years a station’s
license ;comes before. the FCC
for remewal. ' And, because of
the -myriad of stations under
their jurisdiction, the FCC must
rely on public input regarding
the .-performance ‘of individual
stations. It is a general consen-
sus that with so many stations
under their control, it is-unlikely
that FCC will take action against
an_individual station unless the
public calls. attention to- spe-
cific deficiencies.

As part of the renewal pro-
" cess,.stations must make specific
promises to the FCC as to how
they will attempt to meet local
broadcastlng needs in the com-
ing three years. The stations
must . also report. on their per-
formance: during the license per-
iod just completed; ' thereby
showing -they have lived up to
‘promises made to serve the pub-
lic interest.

License renewals for all Alas-
ka radio and television stations
are due.in 1978

ABM is composed of con-

. sumer, environmental, women’s

and one Alaska Native group.
Minimal funds for operational
purposes have come from small
donations of local residents and
ABM has no paid staff or of-
fices. The group is represented
in Washington, D.C.. by Media
-Access Project, a public interest
law firm.

The ABM effort began late
last fall during the time local

stations were preparing their. li-

cense renewal applications. As
part: of the process, stations
must’ make, their files available
for public inspection and must
solicit. comments from the af-.
fected cothmunity.

According ‘'to ABM, an in-

‘the A!askans for {

ber -

" to the. public.

cords revealed a number . of

problems, some 'in - the recent

past; and some on-going, which
demanded public attention,
For example, . ABM  found

!"“real | problems’’ with. the’ as-

certainment. . process, . whereby
statlons “must  interviéw. - com-
munity leaders to identify local
issues ; for . 'public  affairs: pro-
gramming. < The ‘study " revealed
that  one . Anchorage  television
station; contacted: only two mi-

“nority individuals. in . soliciting

comments’ on public:affairs pro-
grams out of '118 linterviews.
According to*ABM, ‘the- study
furthier ;revealed that in ;several

.instances _a . station -tampered

with: responses to. the survey .in
an_effort  to ‘justify public af-
fairs programming that has” been
broadcast.

ABM says in some: cases sta-
tions were falling short in their

compliance with the FCC’s equal
employment = opportunity re-
quirements.  Yet, other sta-

‘tions- reportedly did not _live

up_ -to' their original promises
made to the FCC’ regarding pub-
lic affairs broadcasting.

Working * within the . legal
framework ' established by - the
FCC and based on their:study of
local stations, ABM - drafted
several proposals to begin discus-
sing with  broadcasters. - The
proposals included - suggested
promises - the stations should
consider and work with to better
meet Alaskan broadcasting needs
and to: fulfill - their obligation
The. suggestions
centered around the areas of lo-
cal ‘public. affairs. programming,
public service ‘announcements,
equal employment opportunity,
local news and on-going com-

munity - input “into™ the Alaska

broadcast media.

depth study of Jocal ‘station. re- |

After examlnlng nearly every
radib and . television station in
Anchorage, including interviews .

.-with . former . employes, -ABM
- sent proposals to five Anchorage

stations: . KENI-TV; KENI-AM;
KIMO-TV' and ' radio’ stations
KGOT/KYAK. .

According -to ' ABM:  “We
chose: ‘those * stations not only

_because ' their ' problems evoked
" cause for concern, but because

they seemed to hold the great-
est potential for improvement.

~Qur affiliates in Juneau, Sitka,

Ketchikan ‘and Fairbanks are
dealing with  individual stations
in those cities.”

In preparing the suggested
promises for . the stations to
review and hopefully consider
for. submission to the FCC,
ABM drafted proposals in an
FCC -acceptable format. For
example, the ABM proposal
states, ““‘the station will do
such and such...” The proposals
met with immediate opposition
from the stations who felt they
were being forced . into either
meeting ABM demands or facing
an expensive challenge to their
license renewal applications.

ABM responded to the sta-
tions’ concern: “If the stations
do not -acknowledge the impor-
tance of our concemns, or do not
accept their msponsnbﬂity to im-
prove their performance in areas
such as their commitment to re-
sponsive public affairs program-
ming, ABM may have no other
alternative than to consider the
possibility of filing objections
to license renwals. We think
that presenting our proposals for
discussion is" much more con-
structive -and fair to the stations
than the other alternative: going
directly to the FCC with a pe-
tition to deny their license.”

Discussions with the Midnight

viedia—~Who are they 2

Sun Broadcasting Co. consisted
of one meeting. ~ ABM insists
that although attempts were
made to continue discussions,
“we never heard from tihem
again.” In January ABM filed
an -objection to the license re-
newal application. of Midnight
Sun; which owns seven stations
banks; Ketchikan and Kenai.

In the 593 page objection
ABM cited a number of de-
ficiencies ‘in the areas of equal
employment oppon’unity, public
affairs programming, public ser-
vice announcements, and the as-
certation process. It is now up
to the FCC to investigate, and
should they find the charges

serious enoy hold Tocal hear
ings to fi
findings

In addnion ABM has ﬁled
an informal ovbjection  to’ the
proposed sale of Mldnight Sun
saying: “‘Our Teasons for: filing
the much-publicized  objection -
to the. sale of Midnight Sun

Broadcasting Co. also relates' to’

a point' of  serious public ‘con-.
cern in broadcasting: in a situ-

ation - of "clearly concentrated
ownership, how can anyone ‘en- .
sure that no group or aspect of
an issue is denied access:to.the
airways? We' find it highly
legitimate to ask whether such
an ownership arrangement is in

PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 8IX
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ing objections to, license te- .

the public interest;” or -whether

more diversity of ‘ownership is
preferable. - We are merely trying

to dchieve a_situation in: which
a balance always exists in broad-
casting-where - ‘access . for ‘any
viable interest can be assured. .

At the end, of January ABM
filed: a second ' objection to a
license renewal application. In a
700 page document filed on
deadline, ABM' has challenged
the license renewal of KIMO-TV.
in Anchorage.

'Althoilgh the d?ﬂ&ﬂhé‘foxiﬁir
newals has passed it should not

' e’ ;i
By ﬁ‘i‘ing'an‘ obiéétiim to the
license * / renewal ' ' application,

ABM is calling the. FCC’s atten-

‘undertaking has called attention ‘wer ‘to ' investiga

~tasting that'need remedy:

'mean . an. ‘end to! meaningful. tion to- deficiencies-they have
discussions ‘which :have ' taken: identified ‘and'been unsuccess- .

place. . And," while. ABM  will. ful in’ resolving' either ‘through
readily admit they started late in ~ discussions or lack of discussions
the game. and have made some with the station, =~ .-
significant tactical ‘errors, their ' The FCC in’turn has the po-
) § cal ite and - seek
to  deficiencies: in-local broad- remedies: to. the problems which
dy: - may ‘in the: long run result in
e’ ‘does “ABM . bettering a station’s ability ' to
station’ taken  serye the public interest.”

In ' no instange
seek to have’ an
off the air. :

. Pioneer Alaskan bmadcaster'sv

have: brought radio and televis-
ion:a long 'way: since the early '
days. © ABM is'looking beyond
what the ‘medja is today to what
it can be tomorrow, | Y
i “One‘/might  say the: bottom °
line ‘of the ABM message is'to
help - the - public’ ‘become more -
aware - of their rights to ‘access -
to the broadcast media.”




