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SharonShar McConnellMcMcConnelln ell, ofof BetdesBettlesBettl and Fairbanks , broadcasts Native newsne-"Fairbanksne;-;;to "

Fairbanks listenersfist ners fourfour-

times

"

times daily from KIAK Radio and KFAR Radio . Her shows are an example of how thethe-

broadcast

the-

broadcastbroadcast media can respond to community informationinfonnation needs . Access to the media byby-

minority

by-

minorityminority and public interest groups has flared across the state recently , see story on page 3.
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t hr ". 'H7PH7P's

, rrr'alirrrali"' IJ " J"fJflrarlrar.n"bF(" ",.n"bF.nbFnbF,..IMIM.ot: '" \.ot.ot\. , ,1I1I
,
" -" 'it\'itit'itJ' \ J f . !

,
' JI'QJIQ'" , \ ,. '

., ,, V1tV1tjIJ\jIJjIJ,;\':, " , f fh 'II' ' ;':I.Who"arI.WhoarIWhoar.
Who ,. " arilarilthe.the

.
'AA',Allsask nss 'forforlor'

.
BBettertter MMediadiat? : ., If;

i .,,": , ffrlA:;.,.1:1.1111rlA,. ' :'' ' ;
..\. GroWU1gCrowingrlACrowing';,j,( tontroversykontroversy overover

, "ABM'1\develop"ABM'1ABM1developABMoverABM"embetvheri.ith':i
\deVelopedlastdl; SSl;l

e embetrilberrilber-
when

:
\vheri.ithvheri.ith\:when'., ; the 'ii';; 'organizaorganiza' rgnizaJionJftio 1 .'1eC? in '

l ' a9tiactivelyinvolved,1n41activelyinvolved1n41activelyinvolved,1n41effortsIy\IyIy1.plved.i'':\;1.plved.i1plved.i1plvedi; ., '
,;.,

'ff9rtsefforts tto,
<

. helphelpinsuref:',insurerthafrtadlo.anainsurerthafrtadloanathat rtadfo . an ;'teleteleisle' ,
visivisionImeet.rthet"r1visionIn brbradcastbrbadcastersadcast rshnmeet.rthet"r1meet.rthetr1meetrthetr1eCfth. , U"

visionIobligation"toobJigaobligation"toobligationtoi ii tto;", .
,:;/

'-

selveyth
s-

elveyth
'
se{e .): th : publipublic

interInterestipublicInteresti$ ;'
, :, ',r';'

. '.

.

;
r;, :

, j;. '
./{,

,

-.? r,r-
We

7

,
I DUeWe ,

' toto ,
;

''pdorpdorpoor . . andandcandcriticalandcritical-
press

''; \cc.\' , tic1
.
: press'coveipresscoveipress':; 'caveiageg 1; Qof( l.ABMllABMl'.,ArBM '.;prriaiiyprriaiiy

,
Jrirriaiiy-

people
y

ppeopleopte haveIiaVehavetni.sIiaVemistni.stnismis.µndeistoodnderrstood BMABMBM,-
0bjeCtives'iBr

ABM-

objectives,0bjeCtives'iBr0bjeCtivesiBr,objectives'::'°I?,Broadcastersadcast s .interinter. .,
- pretedpieted pici posals ' of.vABMofvABMofABM'asofABMas.; '

Wi' dedo-dodo-

rriandi'4

.-,
m'andSmandSrriandi'4rriandi4''' inimposed"uponimposeduponposllip,"\ipipipn\ n ; : tJiestthe :'$sta:.
iions'withiionswithtions "withwith'" ththetlir'at'gfthetliratgft1ijat"9fchallijat9fchall' "' ' challen-challenchallen-
grog

n>-gtgrogg lilicenselicenseienewal'applicationsns '
,
;ienewal'applicationsienewalapplicationsienewal'applications-

should
enewal
,

' ppI ationsations-

shouldshould :. "tliCfalltliCfall", ,they)('failcomplytifailcomplyti"';,, ; , 'tltl'

? " c mply .
f'rieJfrieJCries'ofCriesof'failcomplytiCries'of' ' of'exto'rtiofextorti.'.extortion' n 'weieweiewere' ampantampant-

iiiiii ththe MaskaAlaska AAe'diannedla'commpnitynnedlacommpnitye'diaedia' '' 11m\1nity1m1nity
. \ .

'JJ1i"But1iBut'"' :u"fuf
" "' let'sletslet'slets' ' >'stmt,sta'rtstart.

' from'from' "thethe"the-
b

.!" the
. b

_
eginningg.:

;' : .
. -'

,

1I ' RadloRadio ;'andnd teteVtelevisionS10n airwaysairways-
ar

airways-
areararearea' a

' scscarcerce pubpcpublics ; ccommoditliodit .

By . FederallFederallaww the a.:rYaysairways , u-eueareuet-

emporarUy
are-

temporarily
=-

temporarUytemporarilytemporarilyentrustedenttustedentrusted tto stationstation-
ow

station-
ownersowownersers through;, thi gJ\gJ\gJlicenseslicenses 'is'suedissued'is'sued-
by

'
isSu' dd-

byby the FederalFederal CommuCommunicationsCommunications-
Commission

1icat,onsons-
CommissionCommission . 1heThe FCC in turrtturnturn-

encourages,encouragesnc urages :, localocal!, 'citizenscitizens''citizensand) citizns andand-
coniinimityoniconiinimitynn1ty groupsgroupsto'p1agroupstop1a

'-

asse'sSi
a-

ssesSi'
,, to'playtoplay' y an acac-acac-

tive
.-

tive Jrolelelevleinv' in assessing
'

g the per-perper-

formance
per-

formance
-

formance., off stations and in sugsug-sug-

gesting
.-

gesting 'pnptovementspnptovements'improvementsimprovements'' , 'inin' 'theirtheir'their-
future

'their-
future

'

future operation .
EvEveryry thrthreee yemyears a station'sstationsstation's-

licensecomes
station's-

licenseicomes
'

licensecomeslicenseicomes,;
,

before the FCCFCC-
for

FCC-
forfor renewal . ndAnd , bbecausecause ofof-
the

of-
thethe ', myriad of stations underunder-
their

under-
theirtheir jurisdictijurisdictionn , thethe-FCCtheFCC.fCCfCC.- mwtmustmwt-
rely

must-

relyrely on public input regardingregarding-
the

regarding-
thethe perfonnanceperformance of individualindividual-
stations

individual-
stationsstations . It is a general consen-consenconsen-
sus

consen-
sus

-

sus that with so many stationsstations-
under

stations-
underunder thetheirrrcontrolcontrol , it Is unlikelyunlikely-

that
unlikely-

thatthat FCC will take action againstagainst-
anan individual station unless thethe-
public

the-
publicpublic calls attention to spe-spespe-

cific
spe-

cific
-

cific deficIencies .

As part of the renewal pro-propro-
cess

pro-
cess

-

cess , stations must make specificspecific-
promises

specifi-
cpromisestopromisespromises-topromisesto'- to the FCC as to howhow-
they

how-
theythey will attempt to meet locallocal-
broadcasting

local-
broadcastingbroadcasting needs in the com-comcom-
ing

com-
ing

-

ing three years . The stationsstations-
must

stations-
mustmust also report on their per-perper-
formance

per-
formance

-

formance dUring the license per-perper-
iod

per-
iod

-

iod just
'-

completed
c-

ompleted
'-

completed
c-

ompleted'
, ' therebythereby-

showing
thereby-

showingshowing they have lived up toto-

promises
to-

promisespromises made to serve the pub-pubpub-

lic
pub-

lic
-

lic interest .,

License renewals for all Alas.

ka radio and television stationsstations-
are

stations-
areare du.eJndueJndue. in 1978 . "

ABM is composed of concon-con-
sumer

.-

sumer , envitonmentalenvironmental , women'swomenswomen's-
and

women's-
and

'
and one Alaska Native group .

Minimal funds for operationaloperational-
purposes

operational-
purposespurposes have come from smallsmall-
donations

small-
donationsdonations of locallocalresidentsresidents andand-
ABM

and-
ABMABM has no paid staff or of-ofof-
fices

of-
fices

-

fices . The group is representedrepresented-
inin Washington , D.CDC. .. , by MediaMedia-

Access
Media-

Access-AccessAccess- Project , a public interestinterest-

law
interest-

lawlaw firm .

The ADMABM effort began latelate-

last
late-

last
--

fall
f-

all
-

lastlastfallfall during the time locallocal-

stations
local-

stationsstations were preparing their li-lili-

cense
li-

cense
-

cense renewal applications . AsAs-

part
As-

partpart off the process , stations ,

must make theiitheir fIles avaavailableavailable-

for
ableable-

forfor public inspection and mustmust-

solicit
must-

solicitsolicit comments from the af.,
fected community .

AccordiRgAccording 'toto'' ABM , an in-in-

': epth tMatud
pp ,

y.iyiy . oflocal-.stationoflocal.stationoflocal.stationstationAyf), -.st
L

iinn
'

rre-rere-

cords
-

, cords (
! .trevealedtrevealed'.( : v d;,;", a pnumberbe, ( . ofof-

probit. problprobit rnsimi; , sotnesome: '" .ininan'. the , .tecenttecent.;.tecent-
p

recenfrecenf-
pastppasts ,;\, andd , ssomeme onioon-goingongoing- g ,

, whichwhich-
de1i1anded

which-
demandedde1i1andeddemanded publiqpubliattentionttention , ',

FoForFor"example{ 'exampleexample"example'" "';,' . ABM found
: " "realreal'"re31 fp.fCbtem.sfpfCbtem.sfpfCbtemsiprobients. ? . :'

,' 'withswiths'withwith' ; ', the ' as-asas-

certainment
.-

certcertainmenteei.stst. \ii\whereby.st, ; prOcessprocess , , whereby
, stations-muststationsmustation r; -Jtl1JS,

: ., inten1inten1wInterviewsw " "'com-'comcom"com'com-

m

' -
.

'

mmunityty
.,

' leadersleader's , to ' ididentifyntify locallocal-
issues

,'

issues ifo; :,for! , ; public affairs '
'-

pro-
'- prop-ro'p- rogrammmg

'-

pro
p-ro' -.

grammmggrarnming-grarnminggrarnmingThe, .- , The , .studyi.reyealedstudyi.reyealedstudyireyealed'study'reyealedstudyreyealed.studyi.reyeal-
edth

'study'reyealed-
that

'. .'
ththatt oneone Anchorage ' .te.levisionte.levisiontelevision.television-
station

.
stationtation ;

,
.,
contacted :;

o1yonly'; Icwo,,;wo'mi-wo'miwomiwo'mi-
nOrityindividuals

.';mi-mimi-

norityiiindividuals
-

nOrityindividualsnorityiiindividuals.(, . in "solicisolici". , solicitingsoliciting-
comments

gg-

cotcotcommentsiD1e; ts: 9non- 'publicon- public'publicpublic'
. affairsffairs ' pro .

gramsgrams ';. ;,ouout of 1118118'
, interviews .,

.

According"toAccordingto
",
, ABM , .thethe. . studystudy-

furtherfurtlfurtherer-irevealederirevealed- ) revealed that ., in"sinsinseveralinseverali-
nstances

", veralveral-
instancesinstances a st.ationstation. :tamperedtampered-
with

tampered-
withwith ,. responses ,tto the survey inin-

an
in-

anan effort , to justify public af-afaf-

fairs
af-

fairs
-

haSbeepbroadcastbeepbroadcastfairs prprogramminggramming that haSbeephai beep
broadcast, ., .' s,s-

ABM
' ,

ABM );saysays 'ininin somesome-casessomecases.- cases sta-stasta-

tions
sta-

tions
-

tions were ,' faIlingfalling short in theirtheir-
compliance

their-
compliancecompliance with the FCC'sFCCs' equalequal-
emplpY11ent

equal-
employmentemplpY11entemployment} opportunity re-rere-

quirements
re-

quirements
-

quirements . 'YetYet' , other stasta-sta-

tions
sta-

tions
.-

-tionstions-
tions-tionstionsreportedly.- reportedly did ,not , lilivelive-

up
ee-

upup.'' tto" theiitheir
, originoriginal,

,
promisespromises-

made
mise$

made '' too 'the.FCCthe.FCCtheFCC'' . regardmgregarding pubpub-pub-
lic

.-
lic affairS broadcasting .

WorldrtgWorking within the legallegal-
framework

legal-
frameworkframework established by thethe-
FCC

the-
FCCFCC .andand.,

and based on their study ofof-
local

of-
locallocal stations , ABM drafteddrafted-
severa

drafted-
severalseveraseveral,

, proposals to begin discus-discusdiscus-
sing

discus-
singr

--

singsingr,: .wwwith. broadcasters . TheThe-
proposals

The-
proposalsproposals :; included suggestedsuggested-
promises

suggested-
proppromisesprop ises .thethe'the

.' stations shouldshould-
tonsider

should-

coislder'sndtonsidercoislder'sndcoisldersnd'
flIld work with to betterbetter-

m
better-

meetmmeetet,'skanAlaskan broadc3tingbroadcasting$ needsneeds-
and

needs-
and

'-

to
t- o' '

and
,

to fulfill,, theirtheirobligationobligationobligation-
toto the Dublicpublic . The suggestionssuggestions-
centered

suggestions-
centeredcentered around the areas of 10lo-lolo-

cal
.-

cal public affairs programming ,

public service announcements ,

equal employment opportunity ,

local news and on-goingongoing- com-comcom-
munity

com-
munity

-

munity inpinputt Into the AlaskaAlaska-
broadcast

.-
broadcast media .

''" . 'II'' ,. , ' I;: . ,

,

'- tACt- AC' ,:Afteiexaminingerexamining
.; ,

nearly everyevery-
radio

veryvery-
rrradiodio ;

' and . . 'televisiontelevision' station inIn-

AnchorageIncludingAnchorageIncludinghhragerage , ,
including , intervinterviewsinterviews-

with
ws

, with ., Jormerformer ., employes , ABMABM-

sent, septsent
'

propproposals, sals to five AnchorageAnchorage-
stations

Anchorage-
stationsstations :' 'KENT-TV'KENTKENTTV.':-;. KEN.TVKENTV(. ; ; KENI.AMKENIAMKENI-AMKENIAM.- ;

KWo-KWoKWoTVKIMO-TVKIMOTV--TV , and radJoradio stationsstations-
KGOT

stations-
KGOTKYAKKGOTKGOT/KYAKKGOTKYAK/ YAK..

AccordingAccordingto: -toto,- to 'ABMABM' : "WeWe"We-

ch
"We-

chose
"

chchosese , 'thosethose' stations not onlyonly-
because., because their problems evokedevoked-
cause

evoked-
causecause for concern , but becausebecause-
they

because-
theytheytheyseemedseemed to hold the greatgreat-great-
est

.-
est potential for improvementpt vement .

Our aff1liatesaffiliates in Juneau , Sitka ,

Ketchikan 'andand' Fairbanks areare-

dea1irig
are-

dealingdea1irigdealing withVvith individual stationsstations-
in

stations-
inin those cities ."

In preparing the suggestedsuggested-
promises

suggested-
promisespromises for bethe! stations toto-
reView

to-

reviewreView and hopefully considerconsider-
for

consider-
forfor submission to the. FCC ,

ABM drafted proposals in anan-

FCC
an-

FCCFCCFCCacceptable'acceptableacceptable-acceptable'- format.. ForFor-
example

For-
exampleexample , the ADMABM proposalproposal-
states

proposal-
statesstates , '"'thethe'the station will dodo-

such
do-

suchsuch and such . . .
." The proposalsproposals-

met
proposals-

metmetoppositionfromwith immediate opposition
from the stations who felt theythey-
were

they-
werewere being forced into eithereither-
pteeting

either-
meetingpteetingmeetingfacinganABM'demandsABMdemands' or facingfacing-
ananan expensive challenge to theirtheir-
license

their-
licenselicense renewal applications .

ABM .respondedresponded., to the sta-stasta-

tions
sta-

tions
-

tions ' concern : "IfIf" the stationsstations-
do

stations-
dodo not acknowledge the impor-imporimpor-
tance

impor-
tance

-

tance of our concerns , or do notnot-
accept

not-
acceptaccept ihtheirir , responsibility to im-imim-

prove
im-

prove
-

prove their performance in areasareas-
such

areas-
suchsuch as their commitment to re-rere-

sponsive
re-

sponsive
-

sponsive public affairs program-programprogram-
ming

program-
ming

-

ming , ADMABM may have no otherother-
alternative

other-
alternativealternative than to consider thethe-

possibility
the-

possibilitypossibility of ffilinging objectionsobjections-
toto license renwals . We thinkthink-
that

think-
thatthat presenting our proposals forfor-

discussion
for-

discussiondiscussion is much more concon-con-
structive

.-

structive and fair tto the stationsstations-
than

stations-
thanthan the other alternative : goinggoing-
directly

going-
directlydirectly to the FCCFCCwithwith apea pe-pepe-

tition
.-

titiantition to deny theirtheirlicense., license .""
Discussions with the Midnight

Sun Broadcasting Co . consistedconsisted-

ofofofoneoneonemeetingmeeting .
-

ADMABM insistinsistsinsists-
that

$

that although attempts werewere-
made

were-
mademade to continue discussions ,

"wewe" never heard from tlt'emtltemthemtlt'em-

again
them-

again 'again ." In JanJanuaryary ABM medfiledmed-
an

filed-

anan objection to the license reore-rereo-

newal
re-

newal
-

newal application of MidnightMidnight-
Sun

Midnight-
SunSun ; which owns seven stationsstations-
banks

stations-
banksbanks , KetchikanKetchikanKetchikanand

'
and Kenai .

In the 593 page objectionobjection-

ADM

objection-

ABMADMABM cited a number of de-dede-

ficiencies
de-

ficiencies
-

ficiencies in the areas of equalequal-

employment
equal-

employmentemployment opportunity , publicpublic-

affairs
public-

affairsaffairs programming , public ser-serser-

vice

ser-

vice

-

vice announcements , and the asas-asas-

certation
.-

certation process . It is now upup-

to
up-

toto the FCC to investigate , andand-

should
and-

shouldshould they fmdfind the charges

serious enoughn ugh ., hoholdd"t"idti"Ioca1f ea.rear,
{.j'rfjrf.' .

.
,! '

'
ings to further 'dd'd-'dd'd-

findings
' Cme- f"thefthe"

. 0; .

,'
findings :; . ,J'iJi' ,

';1 : '

In addition ABM tiasjigs 'IntelIntel.';filedfiled-

an
!

an informal utijectionobjection ,Jo40'4404'\"the
,'

proposed sale of Midnight\MidnightMidnightSun'\ SunSun-

saying
Sun-

sayingsaying : "OurOur" 1'eas'o1easo'reasonsreasons'' 'lsfor, for >
fJ1.ingfJ1ingfiling. '"

the much-publicizedmuchpublicized- .objobj.; objectlorlobjectlorl-
to

ctio
.

to ththg(' satesale of. ,
MidJUghtMidnights ; SurfSurf-

Broadcasting
un

Broadcasting Co . also 'relatesrelates'relates"torelatestorelates"to-
a

" t
a point of sseriousrious public :'con-concon--con-

cern
con-

cern
- ,-

'-

sifu-
'-

sifu
s- ifu's-

ifuation'
cern in broadcasting : 'inin' in ' a situ-situsitu-
ation

-

ation of clearly concentratedconcentrated-
ownership

concentrated-
ownershipownership , how can anyone 'enen'en-'enen'en-

sure

' .- , '

sure that noo group or awectaspect 'ofof'of-

an

of-
an

'

an issue is denied accesS.tothaccesStothaccess . to ,:thethe-

airwaysairways? We fmdfind it h.J8hJyhJ8hJyhighlyh.J8hJ-
ylegitimate

highly-

legitimate
.

legitimate to ask whether suchsuch-
an

such-
anan ownership arrangemarrangementnt.iOnntiOnnt.iOnP-

LEASE

. is iiiiii-

PLEASEPLEASE TURN TO
.

PAGE
.

SIXSIX
' ' "



' ' .e :ABMA'8MA8M. i \ '
.
,
, - . A-

CONTINUED
A.l\.l.l-

CO
.\ . ( ,

CONTINUEDCO TINUED OFI-OFIOFFOFIQOFt"OIOFtOI:- " ,QIr'PAGEIrPAGE;'PAGE THREETHREE-
the

THREE-
theTHREEthethe public interestrinterestinteres ;" ; orwhetheronwhetherora?whether '

more diversity" *'ofoftofowner'shipjofownershipj
t,
Ownership'ww' rship' '(!", isis-

preferable
is-

preferablepreferable . We arearare'' merely , frying-fryingtryingfrying-
to

trying-
to

rying -.

to Achievechieve ajsituationa.situationasituationaituatiofi.} '
in-ininwhich'- whichwhich-

aa balance always'existsalwaysexistsalways'' exists in broad-broadbroad-
castingwhere

broad-
castingwhere

broad-
castingwhere

-
casting-wherecastingwhere- ,access 'forfor"for'" anyany-

viable
anyany-

viableviable interest can b'ebe' assured .
At the end ofof January'January' A&MAMADMAIMAD-

Mf

AIM-
filed

&

filedfed a second objectionobje tion ,to ' aa-

license
a-

licenselicense renewal applicationapplicatio1 .. In a

.f.tIedpndeadline700 page documentdocumen .filedfiled.f.tIedpnf.tIedpnftIedpn.filedon.
. _

onon-

deadlinedeadline , ABM has challengedchallenged-
the

challenged-

thethe license renewal of KIMO-TVKIMOTVKIM 0-0-0TV-TVTV-
in

.
:

in Anchorage .

.

'
;: I'ltIltI'ltII' II; " . ,

' "
,

. .
'
,
. w " .II'. 1 ,";'. '; 1

.

," ' ,
,
11' '

. I11L( " " r t llff '>;. '.. : .
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