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give, or offer, compensation
for our imprisonment and bru-
tal treatment, nor force the
Japanese government to do so
it does not seem reasonable to
recommend compensation for
the Japanese, Japanese-Ameri-
cans or their descendants, for
far less arduous but better

publicized treatment.”

Many of the writers made
no distinction between the
people of Japan and people of
Japanese ancestry living in this
country, Two-thirds of the in.
ternees were U.S, citizens; the
others were legal residents.

“Their war caused their own

the Japanese-Americans,” he
wrote. “If the tide of battle
had gone the other way, there
would have been an entirely
different story.”

Others argued that the com-
mission was |uxuriating in

hindsight,
Wrote a Texan: “That the
Japanese- had no

part in *fifth column’ activities

speaks well for their patriot-
ism but did not diminish the

government's duty to ensure

still have been to Japan. He
(President Franklin D. Roose-
velt) acted as any responsible
leader should have.”

Another vitwpoint in the
commission’s mail was that de-
tention in remote camps spared
the internees from a vengeful
American public.

“Sure they suffered in the
war, but so did we all!"” said
a letter from New Mexico.



