Veterans advisory board is being formed

by Jack R. Shields

for ihe Thrdra Tieess

This article is a first in what | hope
will be a long list of anicles, which
will be focused on what is happening
in the Office of Velerans Affairs, some
of the veterans issues and commen-
ries on who, what and where. I also
can inchode some ol your speaific
COMLETNS,

I think a good beginning 1s to share
with you the communmication network
“'I:ll WiE Jic !"Lil'l"n'il'l\!.f'.| I8 urganlr:: i
rapidly as possible. The concept now
resernbles @ line-staff organization

A Yeteruns Advisory Board 15 be-
img lormed 0 provide the prumary
management group. It will be located
in the Anchorage urca lor ease of ac
cess o this office, the VA and service
Organi zations

The board will consist of up 0 eigh
members from the Anchorage-
Wasilla-Kenai Peninsuly area, as well

is & member from esch of the regional
councils from throughout the state.
This distribution of voting members
will provide extensive statewide
representation which is the goal for
processing commumcations
throughout the geogrphic areas of the
state.

Further, the council’s seats could be
“open’” 1o allow the council 1o deter-
mine which member should attend a
given quanterly meeting. This judge-
ment could be based upon who was
traveling to Anchorage, coincidental
with the advisory board meeting to op
timize IranSporiation cosgs.

The concept ks 10 huve up to eight
councils located regionally with subor-
dinste commitees 0 the lesser-
populated areas. This way, for exam-
ple, the veteran in Delt Junction can

discuss his problem or mitke a recom-
miendation 1o his local commuitiee.

If they are unable to offer the
veteran a solution, the situation can be
communicated to the regional council
which then can take sppropriate sc-
thons and/or communicate the problem
or recommendation 10 the Veterans
Advisory Board for resolution. The
response would then come back via the
reverse sequence.

Admittedly, we have some ““bugs
o work out, und a lot of energy is re
guired from all concemed 10 smooth
oul an orgunization of this magnitude.

You will be hearing more about this
network as time goes by, Whatever the
final configuration, is purpose Is o
provide service to the veteran
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