‘Voice of the Raven’

Roy Peratrovich sets columnist straight

by Vern Metcalfe
for the Tusndra Tlaes

JUNEAU — I'm non st all sure how
many readers of this esteemed jour-
nal have made the sequaintence of Roy
Peratravich Sr., but 1 can assure you
that 1"ve known him now for some 40)
YEars.

He has changed very little in that
time other than in girth, something that
also has offlicted your scrivener in that
tirme

Mr. Perntravich is a regular caller
upon e, since he sees fit from tme
Lo time (o enlighten me und w tell me
in no uncertain terms that 1've miss-
el (and messed) certain matters. This
15 to say he reads everything | wrile
and sometimes reads something into
it that | haven't meant

Everyone is an cditor o o critie, and
Mr. Pentrovich scores on both
Liviings

He s not alone o all of s,
Another regular caller s another
Iniend of mine (read on, Bov), name
Iy one Harold (Horrible) Zane
Hansen, lite of Cordova and some
eight years of legislating moour first
four sessions of siatehood.

Hurmible ¢ame by this momcker
somewhat honestly since he has long
dehighted in punctunng any handy
pompous balloon with  vengeance
You can check with any number of
former collengues of his, particularly
one John Hellenthall, famed barnster
from Anchorage

As for my friend Roy Peratrovich,
his lutest sally up the Metcalle alley
came aboutl due o the fact thalt my
number two son (number three oflspr
g — you number them when you
have mine) Peter authored a piece lor
the Aug. |7 tssue of this esteemed
publication.

The editor deemed (it 1o utilize a
picture of the signing of the Anti-
Discrimination Act of 1945 with the

Roy Peratrovich
article, and Roy, ever alen, noted th
the cuthne was s tnfle shont in
explanation,

While he and his  late wale,

Elzabeth, wene wdentified, the tact tha
he wus ut the time the president of the
Girand Camp of the Alaska Nutive
Hrotherhood was not noted. The (act

that his wife wag then president of the
Sisterhood was duly noted, and Goy
Cruening also was identiflied

Now Roy alse pointed out at some
length that the others i the picture
(reading from left oo right) were the
then presiding otheer of the Senate.
one 0.0 Cochran, D-Nome, Edward
Anderson, [-Nome, a member of the
House and muyor of Nome: and Nor
man (Do) Walker, D-Ketchikin, a
senator who 18 seen glancing at the
ceiling. Walker and Gruening were
mortal enemies. which probably ac
counts for the upward glance. Prayer”

Be that as 1t may, Roy Peratrovich
has long been o burr under many o
sacddle, ranging from various erring
bureaucrals 1o politicians of all stripes
and party affilintions. Roy really came
into his own after he retired from the

‘Had it not been for
that beautiful Tlingit
woman, Elizabeth
Peratrovich, being on
hand every day in the
hallways, it would
never have passed.’

Bureau of Indiun A ffairs, although I'm
told he never ler his position have any
preal effect on s First Amendment
rghity

A one who has often been termed
a virmidgeon”” and worse, | have
long sdmired Mr. Peratrovich for hus
ubifity w0 call a spade a shovel or even
WOTsE

He absoluiely delighied me several
vears ago al the annual convention o
the ANB when he hstencd intently 1o
i tmrion of the government speak with
preat passion aboul how he. newly ap
pointed, would make cenadin tha
mmnonty hire was put o place, | st
there wondering what the Tlingit word
for wale bovine excrement was, amid
Mr, Peratrovich took that particulis
bull by the horns just moments lwter

The omior wits followed by the late
Liss Rudd, then commussioner of ad-
ministration. When she spoke in the
same manner, she made the mistake
of asking if there were any questions.
Roy spoke up and sud, **Tell me,
Ma'am, do you have sn affirmanive
action plan in place?"’

Someone must have warned Mrs.
Rudd that Roy always came prepared

to 1oss vanous verbal bombs imo uny

fray, and she paused momentarily , and
then said, **No., ™" | dropped me repor-
tornal pad

About 20 minutes lnter o represen-
tutive of Gov. Bill Sheffield raced in-
to the ANB Hall, spied me and asked
who he should see about gaining time
for his employer. Perutrovich had
struck ngain

The f-}ﬁuwin,g day, the govermor ap-
peared o pour oil on iroubled waters
and promised great steps toward im-
plementing whatever passes [or
minority hire, Even until now

Might 1 note that Roy and Elzabeth
Peratrovich did indeed guide the anti-
discriminatton bill through the
Legisluture, | wisn't present, being off
in the hinterlands playing soldicr at the
time, but | got this information from
a very good source

Mo, not Roy: No less o person than
Erpest Gurening told me so during a
Whminute interview on the subyect cir
ca 162, | remember it all oo clearly
mmsmioch as | mteodoced the then LES
senator, usked hom tor has recollecton
of siaeme, and mumaged, barely, W clise
ot the interview as the @pe mn ol
withoul my ever intermpting the niost
amwulate mun Pve ever kinown

“"Had ot not been tor that beautiful
lingit worman. Elieabeth Peratrovich,
being on hand every day o the
hallways, it would hive never puass
od, " he wold me

He sdded that her hubby also drd
well, B Gruemimg was adso o e
urkler vumerows saddles and had bead
from K. Peratrovich regularly . 1 takes
one 1o know ane, s the good senator

with some urgimg — admitted Roy
ulso performed nobly.

Hang in there, Roy, and don’tblame
Peter. He tries hard and is also
developing. An apprentice cur
mudgeon, 1 do believe.

P.5. Roy served some six termy as
ANB Grand Camp presiden




