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chignikchibnik lagoon villagers fear for cemetery
continued from page two

to the editor

this is a letter regarding a problem
that has come up in the village of
chikikchignikchipik lagoon we have a large
cemetery here that dates back as far
as 1889 and possibly farther

this cemetery is still in use today
that is where the problem has arisen
several years ago a local cannery
divided the land that they owned into

lots and sold them unfortunatlyunfortunately one
of the parcels of land that was sold ap-
parentlyparently encroaches on cemetery
property

the village was not aware of this
fact until a house was being built on
it one grave inin particular is located
partiallyartiallyartially under the front porch of thiseousehouse with more in the surrounding
area

several residents walked up to the
cemetery earlier in the summer to pay
their respects only to find the property

closed off by ropes one of these ropes
in particular was offensive as it was
attached to a headstone

in addition to this two of the
residents have received letters re-
questing the removal of their recently
deceasedjeceasedJedeceasedceased relatives this is simply not
acceptable these copleroplepeople were buried
next to their farmfamilyyv as requested it
does not seem their last wishes should
be ignored especially considering the
fact that this is a established cemetery

since we seem to be having a pro

blem getting this resolved locally we
feel that it should be brought to the
publics attention that is why several
copies of this letter are being sent to
newspapers throughout the state of
alaska

we have also notified a represen-
tative of the russian orthodox church
to see if they can assist us in this
matter

the people of chignikchibnik lagoon
chibnikctiignikchignik


