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Just what does it take forfor-
an

for-
anan Alaska Native youngsteryoungster-
to

ungsterungster-
tptotp attendattendcollegecollege ?

And once he'shesh 'ss' there , whatwhat-
does

what-
doesdoes it take for him to stay8tay8ta-
yinto

sta-
ylatoin-tointola--tola- stick it four--- through toto-
five

to-
fivefive long yearsyear8 of studying inIn-
the

in-
thethe hopeshOP S that,, with a degreedegree-
and

degree-
andand an education , he Will bebe-

better
be-

betterbetter armedanned to face the illsills-
Of

ills-
ofOf everyday life ?
ThisThi s week the Tundra TimesTimEs-

learned
Times-

learned
,

learned the answers to somesome-
ofof thesehese! questions afteraftr:. interinter--¬-

viewing angry Native studentsstudents-
atat the University of Alaska .

"YouYou" have to humble youryour-youryour-
self

your-

self
-¬-

self to him ,". one studentstuden-
tsaid

student-
saidsaid,, speaking of the BureauBureau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Indian Affairs CoordinatorCoordinator-
who

Coordinator-
whowho doles out the aid-moneyaidmoneyaidmoney-
every

aidmoney-
every

--

every year so Native youngyoung-young-
sters

young-
sters

¬-

sters can go to college .

"It'sIts"ItIt"'' 8 just) ust like you have toto-
get

to-
getget down onon your knees andand-
beg

and-
begbeg to get aB single penny1pehnylpenny' "

Another studentsbulent saidsaul: "ItIt"It-
really

"It-
really

"
really destroysdestroY8 your self-reselfreself-re-selfre-
s

selfre-
spect

--¬-

spects 1-1:-1.l?. l.l.1 , wouldwouldtjui6JtquiiiJc.ciuitJcciuit!.tjui6tjui6school,. schoolscJwoJscJwoJ-
and

school-
andandandandgogogG outoutoutandand getget a jobj'jjjinb') bebe-be-bef-
ore

b-
eforeIwouldgoagaintohim

¬-
foreforeIwouldgoagaintohimI would go again to himhim-
for
foreIwouldgoagaintohimfor
for help ."

And so in higher education .,
NativesN.atives. graduatinggr duatinl{ from AlasAlas-AlaAlas-
ka

¬-
ka high schools face aII strange8trange8trange-
paraoox

strange-
paradoxparadoxparaoox..

Today leaderseadersI in the statestate-
are

state-
areare crying for the need ofof-
ugh

of-
highhighughughschoolhighschool! school and college gragra-gragra-
duates

gra-
duates

¬-
duates among Native youngyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople .

But yet,, the attitude of aa-
BlA

a-
BIABIABlA representative supposedsupposed-
toto help. students so dampensdampenHdampenH-
IIppetites

dampens-
appetitesappetitesIIppetites for collegecol1ege studystudy-
that

study-
thatthat many jutlJIitquit( before theythey-
start

they-
startstart..
startJohnJohnJolm SackedSackett,, young presipresI-presI-
dent

presi-
dent

¬-
dent of the Tanana ChiefsChief'sChief's-
Conference

Chief's-
Conference ''Conference and himself aa-
8tudent

a-
studentstudent8tudent at the U Off A, saidsai-
dt

said-
thisthistis of the BIABlA EducationEducation-
Specialist

Education-
SpecialistSpecialist working with UniUniwUni-UniUniw-

versity
Uni-

versity
¬-

versity youthsyouth8 : "HisHisuHis"IrisIris" actionsactions-
inin regardsregard8 to the grantrin-aidgrantrinaidgrant-in-aidgrantingrant-ingrantingrantinaid-
policy

- - dd-
policypolicy of the Bureau of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs can be summedBUmmed up inin-
one

in-
one word-humiliationwordhumiliationword--humiliation ."one -- -
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"ThereThere" There arelII'elIIeire' many of uaU8us whowho-
do

.
do00 not like to ask8811., for aid toto-
continuecontinue our educationeduca\.ioneduca.ioneduca.ionion\. .. HowHow-How-

ever '"¬-

ever , many of us mustmU8t.. ManyMIIDYMIID-
Ycome

Many-
comecome from smallemall villagesvillages-
where

villages-
wherewhere there is noI\QIQ\ economyeconomy-

and

economy-

andand no )lobsyobsobs , where our patentspllel\tsplleltsparentsplleltsC-

Wl't
parents-

can't (\can'tcantCWl'tCWlt' workworkandand where in manymany-
ca8e8

many-
casescasesca8e8 they are on welfarewblfare.."

Sackett toldtol d thetile TundraTundra-
TImes

Tundra-
TimesTimes of one exceptionallyexceptionally-
rIght

exceptionally-
brightbrightrIght! rural youth, who camecame-

to
came-

toto the university readyre dy toto-
tackle

to-
tackletackle thetile books and learn.

The studentstutkJnt camecame ' from aa-
poor

a-
poorpoor familyfwmly in a poorpoo , village .

There was no Way his parentsparents-
could

parents-
couldcould help in sendingsendmt! himhunnun toto-
school

to-
schoolschool.. At MtMt.. EdgccumbeEdgecumbe inin-

hi

in-

hishishi s senior year , SackettSackctt saidsaul.,,
the BIA hudhadhadurgedurged him to gogo-

on

go-

onon to college , get a degree,

andWid to "notnot" worryW01T.YW01TY. about thethe-
finances

the-
financesfinances.."

With the promise of governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ment

-¬-

ment help to attend collegecollege-
the

college-
thethe student showed up onon-

campus

on-

campuscampus this fall only to faceface-
aa differentmfferent story from the BIAIDAIDA-
representatIve

BIA-
representativerepresentative who actuallyactuullyactuully-
was

actually-
waswas supposed to help .

"HaveHave" you exhaustedexhaust.ed. allall-
other

all-
otherother availableavailable sources ofof-
help

of-
helphelp '? " the official asked .

There are many ways forfor-
umversity

for-
universityuniversityumversity students ., NativeNatIveI-

lDd
Native-

andandIlDd non-NativenonNative- , to get finanfinllD-finllDfnnan-fnnanfinllD-

Cial
fnnan-

cia
¬-

cialcia[ help in gettinggett.mggettmg. throughthrough-

school

through-

schoolschool . Scholarships areare-

available
are-

availableavailable., loans oreare availaavaila-availa-
ble

availa-
ble

-¬-
ble from thet.he. University itselfItself-
and

itself-
andand through the National DeDe-De-De-
fense

De-
fense

¬-
fense Education Act, andand-

other

and-

otherother sources are alsoaIsoaI so open .

However , competition isJSJS-

often
is-

oftenoften fierce for scholarshipsscholarships-
andand loans and oftenoftenaa NativeNatIve-
student's

Native-
student'sstudent'sstudents' applicationspplIcatlOn isJS turnturn-turn-
ed

turn-
ed

¬-

ed down becausebecause-abecausea-a strangestrange-
turnabouthe

strange-
turnabouthetumaboutheturnabout-heturnabouthetumabout:-=--hehe- can get helphelp-
from

help-
fromfrom the BIAB1A .

But help from the BIA waswas-
not

was-
notnot comingcommg in10 the instancemslllDce ofof-
the

of-
thethe youngster, Sackett cited.

The youth was so discourdisrour-disrourdiscour-disrour-
aged

discour-
aged

-¬-

aged he wanted to quit schoolschool-
and

school-
andand go home , back to his vilvII-vIIvil-vilvII-
I

vil-

lare
¬-

laIlarea re , even before registrationregiregistration-
for

stratlOnstratlOn-
forfor classes beganbegllD this year .

Sackett and other UniversityUniversity-
students

University-
studentsstudents talked himhim'Itout\'It'ItItcat(\ ' ofof-
qUl

of-
quittingquittingqUl lng and got himrum to applyapply-
for

apply-
forfor a acholnrship-whichacholnrshipwhichscholarship-whichscholarshipschol arshlp-whlCharshlpwhlCh- hehe-
was

he-
waswas , luckily , able to get..

Others , though , were not soso-
lucky

so-
luckylucky .

IrateIroteIrate-
Students

Irote-
S

Irate-
StudentsStudentsS tuden ts at the universitjuniversityUnluniversity-

this
versltyverslty-

truethiatruethis yearyellf ateare irate over theitthelrtheirthelr-
hllDdmg

their-
handlinghandlinghllDdmg! by thetile BIABlA .

"I'veIve"'' reached the limithmlt ofof-
my

of-
raymyray patiencpatIence . I'mIm'' tiredtiredofof gr0-gr0gro-gro-gr0-
veling

gro-
veling

-

veling andwid humbling myselfmyself-
before

myself-
beforebefore this guy . If the BIABlABlA-

wesn't
BIA-

doesn'tdoesn'tdoesntwesn'twesnt' replace him soon I'mImI'm-
just

I'm-
just ''just not comingcommg back toto-

school
to-

schoolschool ..".
The speaker was a youngyoung-

Native
young-

NativeNative majoringmajonng in10 chemicalchemical-

engllleermg

chemical-

engineeringengineeringengllleermg .

AnotherMother student.,,, a girl inIn-

her
in-

herher first year , saidsala :: "HeHe""He-
doesn't

"He-
doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' have to be replaced .

If he would only change hihishis-
attJ

his-
attitudealtitudeattitudeattJ tude . He treats the monemmoneymoney-
as

neyney-
as

;

as if you'reyoure' takingtakmg it from hihishis-
own

his-
ownown pocket.. "

"He'sHes"lie'slies"Ile'sIles" ' been here as long aiasas-
I've

as-
I'veI'veIve' been going to school , '"
said an older student,, a sensen-sen-
ior

sen-
ior

-
ior,, "andand"andevery" every year it'sits' thithethe-

slime

the-
samesameslime way . Lately it seemsseems-
have

titoto-
bavehavebave gottengotlen worsewrse!} , though ."

A new angle was brought.oughtought!. 1110in10-

by
in-

byby another girlgirlstudentstudent :

"HeHe"HdHd" ' seems to not want usus-
go

titoto-
gogo to school8chool here in AlaskaA1asU:.
He acts as if he'shes' doing usus-
great

i88-

greatgreat favor to give usns pennieipenniespennies-
goinggoing to schoolsehool here , but theithenthe

he tells uaU8us tht nir we enCbII1ge-

our \our minds and want to go Our-OurOnl-OnlOur-

side
Onl-

8ide
Our'--side8ideaide to schoolsclJool , to a two-yeartwoyeartWll'yeartWllyeartWll'year-

co

twoyear-
college '-
collegeco liege or vocationalvo.j1tionalvoj1tionalvo.j1tionalschoolvocationalschool(. school ,
the BIABlA will payP8Y all our way ,

transportation ,
', expenses ,

clothes and everythingevqrything.. "
The girlgirlsaidsaid she had beenbeen-

offered

been-

offeredoffered schoolschoolingschoolingatihg at a two-twotwo-

year
two-

year
two-

year
--

year collegeoollege riearI\eorIeorrjear\,
Durango ,

Colorado , with .thethe. BIA paypay-pay-
ing

pay-

ing
-¬-

'
ing all expensesexpense, .

"ThisThis" 'l'hilhi'' s is really a switchSWI teh ,"
she saidsaid,, "ActuallyActually"ActAct" ally discourdiscour-didiscour-
aging

SCOUI-SCOUISCOU-

Iaging '-¬-aging us from going to schoolschool-
here

school-
herehere in Alaska , and wantingwanting-

toto spendspen d all that money sendsend-send-
ing

send-

ing
-¬-

ing us outside ."
AnotherMother girl told of whatwhat-

had

what-

hadhad happened to her "exex"ex-"ex-
penses

"ex-
penses

" ¬-

penses " supposedlyS PPOIl8dy! providedprovided-

by

provided-

byby the BIAIDA , for the university .

Her room and board had beenbeen-

taken
been-

takentaken care of, she otridnaidacid, butbut-

when

but-

whenwhen it came to books andand-

clothes
and-

clothesclothes for the winter the ofof-of-
ficial

of-
ficial

¬-

ficial had asked her for anan-

esbmate
an-

estimateestimateesbmate .
She figured it up , and thenthen-

he
then-

hehe slashed it by 50% to roughrough-rough-
ly

rough-

ly
-¬-

ly $7575$ for the year .,

Books for aII normal load ofof-
cI

of-
classesclassescI asses , one semester , cancan-

run

can-

runrun to $2020$ or more.. Two semsem-sem-
esters

sem-

esters
-¬-

esters can total $5050$ plus inin-
books

in-
booksbooks for the college courses .

The girl is left with $2525$ forfor-
clothes

for-
clothesclothes andandspendIngspending monemoneymoney-
for

money-
forfor the entire school jyear , InnnIn-

a
nn-

aa land where a parka vvuwardmgwardingwardmg-

off
warding-

off
, ,

offoff50-5050- degree temperatutemperaturestemperatures-
canconcan cost $5050$ and a pair cofof-
shoes

of-
shoesshoes at leastIeastI east $1010$ , saysaymgsayingsaymg-
nothmg

saying-
nothing

in
nothingnothmg ofofotherother warmwann clothesclotbesclothes-

In
.

In this case , the studonstudstudntstudentstudent-
comes

ntnt-
come8comescome8 from a village near UnUn-Un-
alakleet

Un-
alakleet

--

alakleet . She comes from aa-
family

a-
family

,

family of ninenme . Her parentsparents-
areare poor and on welfare, butbut-

su
but-

stillstillsu II her father scraped up thethe-
money

the-
moneymoney to buy bether a planeplane-
ticket

plane-
ticketticket up to the University .

"ItIt" left him broke , comcom-com-

pletely
com-

pletely
¬-

pletely , " she said .

StillStillanotheranotherWlother studentatudent pointedpomtedpomted-
out

pointed-
outout a significantsigmficant fact :

"HeHe" just doesn'tdoesnt' seem toto-
understllDd

to-
understandunderstandunderstllDd what thingsthmgs anareare-

lIke

are-

likelike in10 the bush . He askasksasks-
you

asks-
you

:

you, , 'WhyWhy' can'tcantCllD'tCllDt' your parentsparents-
help

parents-
helphelp ?' lie doesn'tdoesnt' understllDdunderstandunderstllDd-

that
understand-

thatthat my parents just cancllD'tcllDtcan'tcantcllD't-

gJ

can't-
give

'
givegJ ve me any money . II have Utoto-

gJ

to-

givegivegJ ve them money1money ' My fathefatherfathe-
rI

father-

isisI s able to find work twtwotwo-
months

two-
months

<

months out of the year-aniyearaniyear-llDdyearllDdyear-andandyearllDd-
he's

yearand-
he's

-
he'shes' one of the lucky ones .

From what he makesmakea then , hihehe-

has
he-

hashas to try and support thithethe-
family

the-
familyfamily year-roundyearround-- . "

"HeHe" asksask s you, , 'WhyWhy' cancan'tcantcan't-
you

can't-
you

'
you, get a summer job9job7job?' WhenWhereWhere-

are
Where-

are
,

are we supposed to get sumsum-sum-
mer

sum-

mer
-¬-

mer jobs ? There are no jotxjobsjobs-
at

jobs-
atat any time of year, for us 01

anyone . Occasionally we cancan-

go

can-

gogo fire-fightingfirefightingfire-fighttngfighttng--- , butoot thenthen-

we

then-

wewe have to pay our room andand-
board

and-
boardboard , our livinglivmg expenseexpense-
through

expense-
throughthrough the summersumm r, andIlDd oftenoften-
gIVe

often-

givegive money to our familyfamily-

help
t<

help them . It doesn'tdoesnt'' leaveleave-
much

leave-
muchmuch leftlelloverover."

IndictmentIndictment-

The
Indictment-

TheThe worst mmctmentindictment,, ac-acac-
cording

ac-
cording

-
cording to Sackett.,, isI s thatthat-
graduating

that-
graduatinggraduating seniors at Mt .

EdgecumbeEdgeoimbe and other highhIgh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools are virtually promise-

total
'

total aid by the BIAB1A in10 anan-
effort

an-
efforteffort to get them to enroll atat-
thethe university .

"AfterAfter" hearing about colcol-colcol-
leg

col-
lege

¬-
legeleg", life throughthfough rose-tintedrosetintedrose-tinrosetin--

glassesglasll8s and then gettingg ing hereher
and finding this can reallyreally-
discourage

really-
discouragediscourage anyone1BIlyone'JBIlyoneJanyone-anyoneanyonehe,,'' - he said..

"WhatWhat" happens inia

cases , when students refuse
I to bow down andIlDd be humble ,,

submittingsubmJttlng to the paternalismpaternalism-
ofof the bureau , is that theythey-
eIther

they-
eithereither leave schoolIIchool completecomplete-complete-
ly

complete-

ly
-¬-

ly, or they have to find part-partpart-
time

part-
bme

part-
time

---
timebme jobs to help them ."

I'arb-timeI'arbIarbtimePart-timePart' --- workwolk aroundarollnd thetiletile-
umverslly

the-
universityuniversityumverslly is availableaV8llable , butbut-

wages

but-

wageswages are low-inlowinlow-IRIR- most casescascs
$1.751.75175$$ . an hour-andhourandhour-llDdllDd- the timetime-
spent

time-
spentspent workingoorkrng concan have a dedde-dede-
trimental

-¬-

trimentaltnmental effect on the stustu-stustu-
dent's

stu-
dent's

¬-

dent'sdents' studying.
AUlllversityuniversityAuniversity faculty membermember-

who
member-

whowho askedaskednotnot to have hihilihishis-
name

*!

name used , hodhad this to say :

"TheThe"TlieTlie" first few days in anyany-
freshman

any-
freshmanfreshman year are a rushed ,

criticalcrlbcal period of time . TheThe-
uni

The-
universityuniversityuni vers ; ty lifeILfe is new toto-
everyone

to-
everyoneeveryone and manymllDY students ,

whether NativeNabve or notnot.,, havehave-
trouble

have-
troubletrouble adjusting to the newnew-
rouune

new-
routineroutinerouune."

"FinancialFinancial"FmllDclOlFmllDclOl" worryoorry can soursour-
any

sour-
anyany student awfully quickqUickononon-

the
on-

thethe academic pursuit. PutPut-Putt-
lllg

Put-
ting

-¬-

tingtlllg thistins newnow Native studentstudent-
Inin a dramaticallydramullcnlly differentbfferentdifferent-
type

( bfferent-
typetype of school , addadkl to it thetJletJle-

financial

the-

financialfinancial worry of whether oror-
not

or-
notnot he'shes' goinggolOg to get BIABlA aidrod ,

add still the humiliation , andI1ndI1n-
dyou've

and-

you'veyou'veyouve' got aft sure formula forfor-
a

for-
aa college drop-outdropout-- ."

AboutAbolJt partrtimepart-timeparttimepart-tlparttl-- me jobsjO bl! , thethe-

facul

the-
facultyfacultyfacul tv j ember saidSlil d ;

facultyfacul ty member said : "It'sIts"It'fItf"It's-
good

" ' :!
good for any college studentstudent-
toto workwolk portpart of his wayway-

through

way-

throughthrough . But the freshmanfreshman-

year
freshman-

yearyear is so criticalcntica1 that anyany-
student

any-
studentstudent takes a8 chance withwllhwllh-

hIS

with-

hishis grades when he worksworKs-

while

works-

whilewhile attendingattendmg classes . ThisThis-

ISis especially trueWe withthewlththewith the, NaNo-NoNa-No-
ti

Na-
tive

-¬-

tiveti ve studentstudent-whostudentwhostudentwhoIS--who is inm a newnew-
enVllUlllllent

new-
environmentenvironmentenVllUlllllent and mustmllilt studystudy-
many

study-
manymany timesbmes harder to keepkeep-

up

keep-

up ",,up .

While on the universityumverslty camcam-canrcam-
pus

canr-
pus

-¬

pus talkingtalkmg to students , anan-
older

an-
olderolder Native student walkedwalked-

I

walked-

upI up to this writer . He had hishis-
wiwifewi fe and little girl with him .

Both he and his wifewi fe are enen-enen-

rolled
en-

rolled
¬-

rolledrolledatat the university .

"We'reWere" ' just sick "' of thisthis-
harassment

this-
harassmentharassment ," he said,, "andand"and-
where

"
where before everybody waswas-

afraid
was-

afraidafraid to speak up and saysay-
lIlything

say-
anythinganythingl\IlythinglIlything\ , nowII Vl it hashaa reachedreached-
toto the point where we can'tcant'
take it anymore . Something
hash88 got to be done) e . "


