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IThere'sThere'sTheres:11ere'811ere8'!: ' aa'road-

'to

aroad-

to

a'read-

'to

aread-

to'
road

'
to nowherenowhere-

in

'

, in Interior AlaskaAaEkaAladre! .
The EurekaEJreka), to Rampart piopio-pie-piepio-

neer
pie-

near
-¬

neernear access road is incomincom-inincom-
plete

<:11l-11l-11-
lpi

¬-
pletepi ete.

'- OutUtbut OfC the totaltot l27'milesl27miles272T ' miles ofotot-
rood

of-
roadroadrood to be constructedCOIIstrocted , only
9.292. miles have beenboon comCOlli-COllicom-COll-
ipleted

com-
pleted

-¬-
pletedpletedIt. ' -ItIt-, It climbs up thethe-
south

the-
southsouth slope of Eureka Dome ,
over the crestcrest,, then startsstarts-
oown

starts-
downdownoown the other side only toto-
end

to-
endend at Joseph Creek ,.

.AnotherAnother. beautiful road toto-
n

to-
nowherenowheren where.. ,

At a time when Alaska soBOB-
OdeePerswly

so-
desperatelydesperatelydeePerswly needs all of thethe-
gI'Owth

the-
growthgrowthgI'OwthgIOwth.' and progressprogresa it cancan-
attain., attain , thethelQrroomp1tion-completioationcompletioaton-completiontoncompletion\lQrr-oomp1lQrroomp1\--- etion. ofo-
ftl

of-
thisthistls roadtoad bothbQth suppressessuppresses-
and

suppresses-
andandandre'stricteandrestrictsrestrictsre'stricterestricte' the strugglingstruggling-
e

struggling-
economyeconomyOnomye of a great stretchatretch ofof-
the

of-
thethe YukonYl\konYlkon\ RiverRivet .

Every villagevilh e on over 200200-
miles

200-
milesjilesmiles of Yukon , from Ft.. YaYuY *,
konken to Ruby , couldoould benefit inin-

lower
In-

lowerlower freight costsooats,, greatergreater-
eJqlloratiJn

greater-
explorationexplorationeJqllorati\JneJqlloratiJn\ , andIIId more homehome-home-
steaders

home-
steaders

-¬-
steaders to help develop thethe-
area

the-
areaarea84*.

84Yet
YetYet,, on OctoberOcto 5, 1963 ,

all work stopped on this badbad-bad-
ly

bad-
ly

-¬-
ly needed toadroad.. One year andand-
aa monthmonthconstruction( constructionoonstruction beganbeanbean-
on

began-
on

!{
on August 20 , 1962)19621962)of) of sporaspora-spora-
dic

-¬.
dic constructionoonstruction. From thatthat-
time

that-
timetime to thisthi a,, the road notnot-
owy

not-
onlyonlyowy has not progressed butbut-
has

but-
hashas deteriorated .

When constructionO!>nstructi n endedeoded in
'63 it was becausebecBtise of badbad-
weather

bad-
weatherweather. When it failed to rere-re-res-
ume

re-
sume

¬-
sume in '64 it was because ofof-
insuflicient

of-
insufficientinsufficientinsuflicient funds .

This cause prevailsprfjvails todaytodaftodaf-
with

today-
withwith noI\Ino\Ievidence> evidence of a remedycemedycemedy-
in

remedy-
inin sight,, '

The , road was originallyoriRinallyoriRinally-
authorilAd

originally-
authorizedauthorizedauthorilAd! with an initial apap-ap-ap-
propriation

ap-
propriation

¬-
propriation of $150,000150000U50OOO$ , onon-
May

on-
MayMay 16 , 1962.. It was augaul!"¬.
mented by an additional
50,0005000000,00000000$50,000'$ , onall June 20 , 1963 ,

and alsoala another $25,0002500025,000$' , onon-
Septelnber

on-
SeptemberSeptemberSeptelnber 27'lTlT': , 19631003 .

This made a total of
225,000225000$225,000'$ , that had beenbaen approappro-appro-
priated

appro-

priated
-¬-

priated for this roadroadoonstruoroadconstrucconstrucoonstruo-oonstruoconstruc-oonstruo-
on

construc-
tion

-¬-
tionon . When all was saidBllidBllidBIldsaidandandBIldBIld-

done
and-

donedone in ' 63, $195,863.86195863.8619586386U95.863.86U95863.86U9586386$ ,. . hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen expended. The'The' remainremain-renain-renainremain-
ing

renain-
ing

-¬-
ing $29,00029000$'2OOO! , was consideredO!>considered-
inadequate

nsiderednsidered-
inadeJIateinadequateinadeJIate! to make it worthworth-
while

worth-
whilewhile forfuri'orior' any further conoon-ooncon-conoons-
trucQon

con-
struction

-¬-
structionstrucQon .

The intendedintmded purposeppurposeJ1Ose! forCorCo-
rthis

for-
thisthis road totQ Rampart waswas-
manyfold

was-
manyfoldmanyfoldmany fold .

The residents of RampartRam l1!.,
both the oldoldandandIIId the prospeoprospeo-prospeprospeo-
tive

"-

livetive new onesOMSOMS'IOuld,, would\'IOuld'IOuldIOuld\' benefitbmeliLbmeliL-
With

.
With this incentive,, homehome-home-
steaders

-¬.
steaders would bebeenOencouragencourag-enOencourag-
ed !> ur*¬-

ed to move into this area..
The placer miners alnadyalrJadyalready inin-
the

in-
thethe area couldrould operateoper.ltoperltope'ateopeate'. at aa-
lower

a-
lowerlower costO!> st due to reduced

. freight rates . They'They' couldO!>could-
then

ulduld-
thenthen expandexpBlld , bringing addedadded-
prosperi

added-
prosperityprosperityprosperi ty .

Since the area of the Mi-MiM-
inook

MiM-
inook

-
nook Creek drainage is conO!>con-concon-
sidered

n-n-ns-

idered
¬-

sidered to bebe'IOrthworth\'IOrth'IOrthIOrth\' seriousserious-
attention

serious-
attentionattention by lode prospectors ,
the road wouldwoul d enable them totto-
gaingainain access to a before-rebeforerebefore-re-beforere-
stricted

beforere-
stricted

---¬-
stricted area... An area rere-re-re-
stricted

re-
stricted

¬-

stricted by ftIIa. high prohibitivePl'9hibitivePl9hibitivePl'9hibitiv-
ecost

prohibitive-
cost 'cost.. 'ThisThis'ThiaThia'. TI slatterlatter purposeputp S isis-
furthet

is-
furtherpublipublicationfurtherfurthet enhanced.enhenh., nced by the pubpub--¬-

, licationli ation of the recentceoent geologygeololfgeologilgeologil-
cal

"
calccalreport\ repprtrepQrtreport..

The report. pointspoint! out thethe-
high

the-
highhigh potential of variousvari us meme-meme-
Wls

me-
tals

-¬-
talsWls and minerals in thisthis-
area

this-
areaarea.. Also , the talk of our

'"country'scountrysoountry'soountrys' gold'shsh,.
,'shortagertage .andand.ahdahd..and-

mnpending" impendingmnpending1 n'dinndin!' & legislationtegialatiol'ltegialatioll' to In'In-'InInin-'In-
CftIa6e

' in-

crease
-¬-

creaseCftIa6e dtaits price , adds importImporImpo ",
tancetMce to the Ramparttampart} , area .
,

Sportsmeniortamenrtsmen , tourists , andand-
Fairbaoksans

and-
FairbanksanaFairbanksonaFairbaoksansFairbanksanaFairbaoksans'IOuldwould\'IOuld'IOuldIOuld\' have ap-apateap-
cess

B-- ,

cessceS8cars to theth Yukon River at aa-
O

a-
considerableconsiderableO!> nBI derablderablee savings.. EvenEven-
in

Even-
inin the event of the RampartRampart-
Dam

Rampart-
DamDamiDam ;, the benefits of euuhlJut-hlJuthsuch.- aa-
road

a-
roadroad wouldoou1d beimmense-beimmensebeimmenseFrom-. FromFroFrom-
an

iiiiii-

anan existingexlstinsexlstinsroadexistingroadroad to the vilvil-vilvil-
lage

¬-
lage of RampartRamplU'tRamplUt',,, anothermother roadroad-
could

road-
couldcould be pushed down thethe-
south

the-
southsouth bank of 'thethe'the Yukon toto-
the

to-
thethethe'

damdll1\dll1dll1si\ sitesite . Then after thethe-
waters

the-
waterswaters backedbackedupup , the temain-temainmainremain-remaintemain-
ing tremain-
ing

-
ing road would be invaluableinvinvaluable-
to

ll1ablell1able-
toto sportsmenllportsmen and commercialoommercialoommercial-
usa

commercial-

usageusageusausage" ,.
SoSOIDlYanyIDlYanyway'wayway' , youOUyou)> looklookatat itit,,

this toadlOadmad wouldYo9uld servene aII goodgood-

putpose
good-

purposepuiposeputposepurpose .
Since the Eureka-RampartEurekaRampartEurekaRampart-

road
eureka-- RamparrtRamparr-

troadroad will not become a partpart-
of

part-
ofof any wadroad to Nome , propr0-pr0pro--pr0-
spects

pro-
spects

¬-

spects forror its completionmmpletion areIU'9IU9'IU'9-

dim
are-

dimdim . '

No1NqNo fundsfund8 have beenboon setset-
8llde

set-
asideaside8llde! forror the completionO!> mpJetion ofof-
Ws

of-
thisthisWs madroad..

FinancingFinllllcjniFinancina ' has been donedone-
entirely

done-
entirelyentirely through the PioneerPioneer-
Acooss

Pioneer-
AccessAccessAcooss Road FundFundhlch, which\\hlchhlchwhitshlch-
was

whits-
was \was supported8uRlOrtedsuppofted by direct apap-ap-ap-
propriation

ap-

propriation
¬-

propriation fromftom the LegislaLeglsla-LeglslaLegisla-Leglsla-
wre

Legisla-
ture

-¬-

turewre . For severals6.verals6veral. years111'81118' thethe-
Legislature

the-
LegislatureLegislature has not made anan-

appropriation

an-

appropriationappropriation to the PioneerPioneer-
Access

Pioneer-
AccessAccess Road Fund and allall-
money

all-
moneymoney previously appropriatappropriat-appropriat-
ed

.-¬-

ed has been expended.
To quotequ te Mr . CharlesChartes F .

. Herbert, Deputy, CommissionCommission-Commission-
er

¬-
er , DepartmentartmentofNatura1of Natural ReHe-HeRe-Re-He-
8Ources

Re-

sources
¬-

sources8Ources,, in a recent reply rere-re-reg-

arding
re-

garding
¬-

garding the Rampart road,
"ItItflIt" is not pleasantpleasWit to thinkthink-
aoout

think-
aboutaboutaoout a road that goesflflesgoeses nono-nono-

ere
no-

where
-¬

whereere and presently benefitsbmelitsbmelits-
only

benefits-
onlyonly a few hunters andwId casualcasual-
motoriats

casual-
motoristsmotoristsmotoriats.. However , therethere-
8eems

there-
seemsseems8eems to be little chancechance-
that

chance-
thatthat the Legislature8latute wouldWQuidWQui-
dappropr

would-
appropriateappropriateappropr ate the $572,000572000572,000$' , thatthat-
is

that-
isis estimated to be the costcxIBt; ofof-
O

of-
completioncompletionO!> mpletion ofcf the road toto-
Rampart

to-
RampartRampart.. There is somesome-
hope

some-
hopehope that the roadroadmaymay somesome-
day

some-
dayday be put on the State SeSe-Se-Se-
O

Se-
condary

¬-
condaryO!>ndary Road SystemSysten) andndndo-

ompleted
and-

completedcompletedoompletedcompletedwithwith Federal aid.."


