
Editorial-Editorial-* .

EditorialAleutsAleutsflleuts Win OticoneOtteOtic"Th-

ere
Otte"Th-

ere"ThereThere"" has beenleen! disturbing incidences that havehlve! happened on thethe-
Pribilofs

the-
PribilofsPribilofs . We feel that these sh6uldshouldsh uld be clearedclearedupup so the Aleuts onon-

those
on-

thosethose islands can enjoy the freedomfnedom! and pursuit of happinesshappmess as laidlaid-
down

laid-
downdown by the Constitution of the United States . "

With this editorialeditorialcommentcomment in November of 19641964 , this newspanewspa-newspa-
per

newspa-
per

¬-

per began a nineteen-monthnineteenmonthnineteen.monthnineteenmonth-. series of news stories describing thethe-
astonish

the-
astonishinglyastonishinglyastonish 1g1y oppressive controlcontrol@xercisedexercised@xercised@xercised by the United StatesStates-
Government

States-
GovernmentGovernment over the lives of Aleut peoplepeopJe on St . GeorgeGeo'gege' and St..

Paul.. The newspaper reported that PribiloviansPn ilovians were Irvingliving in virvir-vir-

tual
vir-

tual
¬-

tualtualservitudeservitude without self-governmentselfgovernmentseJf-governmentseJf-- , that the Aleut residentsresidents-
could

residents-
couldcould not own their own land and homes , that the Aleuts had beenbeen-
denied

been-
denieddenied civilciv service retirementretilementretimment: benefits accorded other federal emem-emem-

ployees
em-

ployees
¬-

ployees and that personspersonspersonswerewere prohibited freedom of movement toto-

the
to-

thethe islands to visit and meet withPriblovianswith -PribloviansPriblovians,-Pn Jovians . A PribflofPribilof HomeHorne RuleRule-
Bill

Rule-
BillBill , addressing these inequities , was signed into law late hiin 1966:..

Quietly and persistently , the Priblovians continuedcont 1ued to presspress a claimclaim-
filed

claim-
filedfiled against . the UnitedUnited, States in 195tforthe19rTi'e19rTie19 r'trtr'te'e' failurefaDure of the GovernGovern-Govern-
ment

¬.-
ment to provide adequate goods andandservicesservices hi1in addition to fair com-comcom-
pensatioajis

com-
pensationas

-.
pensatioajispensatioll.aSpensatiollaSpensation-aspensationas.- promised when Congress madeblade the PribilofsPribllofs a 'special'specialspecial-
reservation

'special-
reservation :'reservation " in 1870 . Evidence was presented to the Indian ClaimsClaims-
Commission

Claims-
CommissionCommission that the Pribilof Aleuts were kept in a 'conditioncondition"condition'"' of imim-imim-

poverished
im-

poverished
¬-

poverished near-peonagenearpeonage- ' while millions were reaped from the sealseal-

monopolies
seal-

monopoliesmonopolies held by the GovernmentGovenut1ent and its lease-holdersleaseholders-- .

This month , the Pribilof AbutsAlzuts won . TheTh ' IndianIndi ClaimsCJaims CommisCommis-Commis-
sion

Commis-
sion

-¬-

sion , in1 a series of complex copulationscalg4lations,
cal 1l1ations , estimatedestimatd that the AleutsAleuts-

were
Aleuts-

werewere denied $11,239,60411239604$11.239,60411.239604$ ,. , in goods , services and compensation propro-pro-
mised

pro-
mised

-¬-

mised them and awarded damages in that amount..

The language off the opinion is significant.. In part , it stated , "WhatWhat"What-
the

"What-
the

"
the figures do not show , by themselves , is thetIie sheer misery in whichWhiwhich-
the

hh-

thethe Pribilof Aleuts lived . The record shows that compensation toto-

the
to-

thethe Aleuts was absolutely minimal and that the Aleuts suffered territerri-terri-
bly

terri-
bly

¬-

bly 'becausebecause' of lackJack of proper housing , fuelvfueJfuel , food , clothingcJothing , water ,
and sanitationsanitation . The Government was obligated to provide for 'comcom'com-'cc'com-
fort

' m-mm-

fort
¬-

fort/fortfortbutfort /, ' but 'wretchednesswretchedness' ' andandanguishanguish ' are the words that more accuaccu-accu-
rately

accu-
rately

¬-

rately describe the condition of the PribilofPribllof Aleuts . The accompanyaccompany-accompany-
ing

accompany-
ing

¬-

ing findings of factfactifactidrawing), drawing upon reportsrepQrts ofof-contemporaryofcontemporary,-contemporary obserobser-obserIobser-
vers

obser-
vers

¬-
I

vers , recite many instances of hardship and suffering ; this evidenceevidence-
alone

evidence-
alonealone mandates the conclusion that the United States did not do forfor'plaintif-

fs

for-
plaintiffs

'-

plaintiffs
p-

laintiffs
'-

plaintiffs
p-

laintiffs'plaintiffs what should have been done ."

The claim , filedIIed for goods and services and wages , did not seekseek-

compensation
seek-

compensationcompensation for greater losses and sufferingssufferinsssufferinssofof the Pribilovians .

In the words of the Commissioners , "NoNo" numbers have been put onon-

thethe effects of the policy of educational deprivation apparentlyapparentlyaim-apparentlyaimapparentlyaim-
ed

aimaim-aim-

ed
¬-

ededatat keeping the Aleuts from so much , knowledge of the outsideoutside-
world

outside-
worldworldworldasas would excite their aspirations for a better lot . DamagesDamages-
were

Damages-
werewere not sought for the consequences of malnourishment and didi-didi-
sease

di-

sease
-¬-

sease which seemed for a time to have doomed the populationpopuJation to exex-exex-

tinction
ex-

tinction
¬-

tinction . AndAndnono appropriate dollardoJlar figure is suggested or suggests itit-itit-

self
it-

self
¬-

self to compensate for this histhistory1)1)' of subjugation and exploitationxploitation<:, . "

We asked Patrick PletnikoffPletnik ff, executive director of the Aleutian-AleutianAleutian-
Pribilof

Aleutian-
Pribllof

Aleutian-
Pribilof

-' PribilofPribllof Islands Association , who . wasas most responsiblerespo sible for this efef-of--ofef-

fort
of-

fort
¬- '

,

fort . He replied , "IliodiorIliodior"IliomotIliomot" Merciilidf/forMerciilidfforMereMercaliof'forhisMercaliofforhisJioffor/;,' his, is wisdomwwisdomom and his integre-integreintegre-
ty

inte ,-
ty , and for his belief that his people were not served rightght,, and forfor-
his

for-
hishis courage

"
to stand up tot his GovernmentGoveriunent

.
Under very difficult concon-con-

ditions
con-

ditions
¬-

ditions . " '. .-

Our congratulations to Iliodormodor and the Pribilof AleutsMeuts for the cour-courcour-
aee

cour-
aee

cour-
age

-

aeeage and persistence applied toward rightingriJdtting oneoncandandwrong!" wrongwrong amongamo
'
manyany .-

sad chapters in the histoiyhistory of the AleutAleu't' people . It is a finerme exampleexample-
for

example-
for

, .

for the rest of us hiin our extended family of 70,00070000, peoplepeo l .


