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The

JIMJIM-

TheThe appointment of Dr . Patrick O'RourkeORourke' as chancellor forfor-

Community
for-

CommunityCommunity Colleges/ExtensionCollegesExtension/ and RuralRu al EducationEd\lcationEdlcation\ is a veryveiyvery posiposi-posi-
tive

posi-
tive

¬-

tive move by the University . HisIris appointment couldco ld have substansubstan-substan-
tial

substan-
tial

¬-

tial impact on the delivery of higher education to rural Alaska andand-
with

and-
withwith the continued expansion of community colleges in Alaska .

Dr . O'RourkeORourke' has proven himself as a capable administrator andand-
sympathetic

and-
sympatheticsympathetic to rural higher education concerns and desires . HisHis-

experience
His-

experienceexperience and achievement in both areas (rural education and comcom-com-
munity

¬.-
munity colleges) are enviable in the sight of his colleagues in AlaskanAlaskan-
education

Alaskan-
educationeducation affairs . Dr . O'Rourke'sORourkes' ' awareness of the problems involr-involrinvolv-involvinvolr-
ed

involinvolv-
ed

,-.
ed with , establishing community colleges and delivering higher eduedu-edu-
cation

¬.-
cationcanon opportunities to rural Alaskans should enhance the outlookoutlook-
of

outlook-
ofof higher education in all areas of Alaska/AlaskaAlaskaDr. /,' Dr . O'RourkeORourke' has aa-

unique
a-

uniqueunique opportunity to change the atmosphere of higher educationeducation-
pertaining

education-
pertainingpertaining to rural Alaska and community colleges . '

The University of Alaska has been concerned primarily with thethe-

expansion
the-

expansionexpansion of higherhighet education in the urbanurbancentersurban-centersurbancenters--, -centerscentersenters of the state .

The economic .andand.and.socialand.socialandsocial. ,. social concerns of ruralrurlil Alaskans are constantlyconstantly-
being

constantly-
beingbeing studied andand'discussedanddiscussed'discusseddiscussed' by educatorseducat rs with no activeactive'solutionsactivesolutionsactive'solutions-
implement

"' solutionssolutions-
implementedimplementedimplementd to alleviate the poorP90r conditions rural peoplepeop e exist in .

The University of Alaska'mustAlaskamustAlaska ' must be responsiveresp nsive to the needs andand-
requirements

and-
requirementsrequirements of economic and social advance , and must be so oror-oror-

ganized
or-

ganized
¬-

ganized as to make it possible for rural Alaskans . ThisThis can onlyonly-
mean

only-
meanmean a strong and responsive chancellor for rural education'seducationseduciition'seduciitions' activ*.,
ities . The university can be successful ifjf it reposesr poses strong and rereore-rereo-

spo
re-

sponsible
¬-

sponsiblespo sible power in those individualsindividuaindividuas s directing theth ;affairsaffaiIJ.ofaffaiIJofaffairs-ofaffairsof.- of ruralrural-
education

rural-
educationeducation . These individuals mustmwt be. well experienced and educatededucitededucited-
with

educated-
withwith the unique requirements * that go withwithunderstandingunderstanding the probprob-probl-
ems

prob-
lems

-¬-

lems of ruralruraleducationeducation and establishment of higherlghet education'seducationseducation's-
schools

education's-
schools

'
schools in rural Alaska . " "develope4fordevelopedforIf an aggressive higher ' education plan werew re thoroughly developeddevelope4
for rural Alaska ,. the results would surely be areductioneductiona'reductionareduction'(' of poverty , .',

unemployment , under employment landan'dandacid:;landinequalityan'dinequality' -inequalityinequality'inequality-' of educationeducation-
opportunities

education-
opportunitiesopportunities ,. for rural )!, AlaskansAtaskans . Other resultsiesults could be-bebepoliticalb &- politicalpolitical-
power

political-
powerpower which would greatly influence the'inequalitytheinequalitytheineqthe .:;' inequalityality of rural peoplepeople-

in
people-

inin terms of their ability to speakspak theirth ir
.
mindsminds'andmindsand' and develop a strongstrong-

rural
strong-

rural
r'r-

Dr
rural personality .

Dr. Patrick O'RourkeORourke'' hashasa'
a positionpositio within the university syssys-sys-

tem
¬.-

temtern that is unique and needed for allI Alaskans . Higher educationeducation-
inin rural Alaska should be a top priority ,. off the university because ofof-

the.changes
of-

thechangesthe.changesthechangesthe-changesthechanges.- that are occurringoc urring there . Dr . O'RourkeORourkeO.ROR'. urke has provenpr ven himlm-mhim-ms-

elf
him-

self
¬-

self as an educator ; his talentstahmts are needed for the . development ofof-

hisher
of-

higherhigherhisher educationeduC'aUoneduCaUon' in rural Alaska , and for thatt at matter , all Alaska .,


