
Longevityllonge1'ityllonge1ity' Bonus not income
WASH.INGTONTWASHINGTONTwWA'SHINGTON-AnWA'SHINGTONWASHINGTONAn:
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I N G TON - AnAn-
amendment

,

amendmentamendIDent '
to 'thethe' the Social-

Security
SocialSocial-

SecuritySecurity bill'bill'
,, H.RHRH.RHR. . 10727 , .thatthat..that-

will
that-

will

.
will allow some elderly AlaskansAlaskans-

toto taketak
, one of the worriesworries out ofof-

growing
of-

growinggrowing old , moyedmoyeImovedmoyeIone( one stepstep-
closer

step-

closercloser too Jaw today . . .

The amendment , proposed byby-

Sen
by-

SenSen . Mike ' Gravel , D-AlaskaDAlaska-- , willwill'exemp-

t

will-

exempt
'-

exempt
e-

xempt
'-

exempt
e-

xempt'

exempt the Alaska LongevityLongevity-
Bonus,. Bonus as income whenwhe-
ncomputing

whe-
ncomputingcomputing SupplementalSupplementalS-
ecurity

SupplementalS-
ecuritySecurity Income (SSI ) benefits .,

When Gravel explained thethe-
LQngevity

the-
LongevityLongevityLQngevity Bonus to theth SenateSenate-

Finance
Senate-

FinanceFinance Committeeommittee today theythey-

had
they-

hadhad nonQ
'' objection to Gravel'sGravelsGravel's-

amendment
Gravel's-

amendment ''amendment to exempt thethe-

bonus
the-

bonusbonus .,

With the tacit approval ofortheorthe-
Finance

thethe-

FinFinanceFin nce Committee ,, thethe-

amendment
the-

amendmentamendment is expected to passpass-

the
pass-

thethe full Senate withoutwithout-
difficulty

without-
difficultydifficulty sometime thisththis,

s week .

The Alaska1aska LongevityLong vity BonusBonus-

was
Bonus-

waswas established by
.
the state in

1972 ., It offered $100100$ permonthper'monthper'month-
to

'

.
to anyoneanyon who , as.as. of July 1I ,
19731913 , had lived in the statestate for
24 years and was 65 years of ageage-

or
age-

oror older .
Under the Social Security ActAct-

of
Act-

ofof 1972 , which implementedplemented SSI-

benefits
SSISSI-

benefitsbenefits for the aged , disableddisabled-

and
disabled-

andand blind , the longevity bonusbortus

would have been considered as
,

income ., Because of thatthat-

'p
that-

'provisionprovision'provision'pp' r- 'ovisionr- ovision' many longtimelongtime-
Alaskans

longtime-
AlaskansAlaskans stood to lose $8080$ perper-
month

per-
monthmonth

,

in SSI benefits .

In addition ,. , many Medicaid-
patients

MedicaidMedcaidMedcaidcaid-
patientpatientspatientpatientswould, would-would,- have lost theirtheir-
SSI

their-
SSISSI benefits .

'TheThe
.'
The Department of .

Health ,

Education and Welfare in 19751975-

decided
1975-

decideddecided to incorporate thethe-

1qngevity
the-

longevity bonus-bonusbonusinto-'' intolongevity1qngevity aa-

demonstration

a-

demonstrationdemonstration project so thatthat-

those
that-

thosethose involved would not loselose-
their

lose-

theirtheir SSI benefits ._

That' .programprogramp'rograinprograin., ' , however , waswas-

scheduled
was-

scheduledscheduledscheduled to endnd December 3131-

of
31-

ofof this year . On requestreques fromfr m thethe-

tlaska
the-

AlaskaAlaskat\laskatlaska\ Congressional delegation ,

HEWHBWHFW, agreed to extend thethe-

'demonstration
the-

demonstration'demonstrationdemonstration', project till June ,
1976 .

'

Gravel'sGravelsGravel"s'" actionction will , by thatthat-
time

that-
timetime , have eliminated thethe-
longevity

the-
longevitylongevity bonus as income in thethe-

computation
the-

computationcomputation of SSI benefits .

Gravel said he was pleased toto-

see

to-

seesee that the FinanceFin ce Committee

considered the needneeneeds, ? of agedageaged-
Alaskans

ll-
AlaskansAlaskans .

"ThisThis" was aa program set up soso-

Alaskan
so-

AlaskanAlaskan , pioneers could afford toto-

remain
to-

remainremain in the statest te ," Gravel said .

"II" am glad to see
,that what thethe-

state
the-

statestate, has done won'twontwon'twont' be negated
bynegatedbythefederalthe'federalthe ' federal government ..""


