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'Emergmg Natwe Vmces in Greenl(md

Editor’s, Nore.' The follawing
article was originally published
_in_ ' the .  Danish ' periodical
PEDAGOGIK of May, 1976.
It was written by Ingmar Egede,
' Principal of the Teacher’s Train-
ing College in Muuk, Greenland.
Mr. Egede. was a participant in
last week’s conference on cross-
cultural  ‘education. Tundra
Times would like to thank Mr.

Egede and the Center for North-

ern, Educational. Research for
. facilitating . publication. of" this
article.
. Human being are fot coms
which craftsmen
can melt down and recast”
.into ' new' coins of: the same
value,
(Knud Rasmussen)

Uritil the Second:World War
Greenland was a closed country.
:The war' and the events that
accompanied it resulted, among
other things, in new viewpoints
concerning this isolation.

In. 1953, in  the name of
equal rights,: Greenland’s status

as.a colony was abolished. Now:

some : years later,. on¢ might

ask: “Equal rights to what .md'

on what basis?”

In connection. with ‘the new
political  ideas and the - conse-
quent. economic: ‘opportunities,

©a . virtual  migration'  from
Denmark to Greenland was initi-
ated. About 20 percent of
Greenland’s " inhabitants  are
. Danes born outside Greenland:
The duration of the stay of the
individual Dane is on an aver-
age 3 to 4 years. Thus one
might note that the number. of
adult ‘Danes, who have lived in
Greenland ~during -the last 20
years, ‘is considerably  higher
than - the 'number ' of Green-
Ianders who today are more than
15 'years old. What the: influ-

ence 'of this' has been, one can:

only guess at.

The . equal . rights out]med
in the constitution are based oh
democracy, a liberal economy,
and the western educational sys-
tem and administration.

During. the, last 30 years the
original population has doubled.
Today more people  live in the
urbamcommunities alone than in
the whole of Greenland-in 1960."

The economic activities -and
the way. of life have altered radi-
cally, and ' the 'Eskimo/Green-

landic cultural heritage has been

considered  restraining < and
hampering baggage on the way
into the new age, both polm-
cally and administratively.

. The premises, on which the
planning and development rest
are West European; and the
pillars of the functions in the
saciety are Danes, except for a
few Greenlanders, who cultur-
ally have taken the plunge. The
ordinary. Greenlander ' stands
alienated and has hecome an
- economic,: social and cultuml
mmonty in lns own country

In the long run thls snuathn
is' unnacceptable. However, the
question is whether the Green-
lander has to adapt himself to
the society as it is, or the:struc-
. tures of the society have. to be

-adapted  to' him. Neither of
these alternatives is possible. The
development of = the society
cannot be- stopped  just ‘like
that; the Greenlander cannot all |
of a'sudden abandon his original
culture—simply throw a veil over
it

‘'same place.

. astonishment. i
that unacceptable: ways of be-
the .

- The solution _must be found
through an analysis of what we
want to  retain, . develop, or
reject—from both cultures. The

analysis’ cannot be made by
foreigners, and the Greenlander.

is" pre-scientific .in. his way of
thinking, i.e.,
thoughts developed in' a static
hunting ' society is concrete and
rarely abstract.

‘Today the Greenlandlc school ©
is. a product of circumstances -

that made legislators, educators,

and parents disregard the fact.

that two cultures exist side by
side in'Greenland.
‘ One. of the ' cultures is
dominant, because it has de-
fined ‘the political ideology of
the development. and has' con-
trolled the means of production;
the ‘means of communications,’
the educational institutions, and
the - administrative - machinery.
The . other ' culture ‘has been
neglected, dying and devaluated:
.When an effort is made to
describe the educational. prob-
lems in Greenland in 1976, it be-
comes. mecessary . to

of the other culture:

The . original = Greenlandic
communities were small~in the
literal . sense of - the: word.. A
settlement ‘of 3-4 families was
nothing. exceptional, and it was
considered a large settlement if
20-30 families were living at the
Besides, - because
of the location of the animals,
which constituted the sole basis
for the Greenlander's livelihood,
the settlements - were distant
places scattered along a vast
coastline.

For this: reason they. seldom
saw people from outside. And
when it: happened, it' was usu-
ally people ‘from the: nearest
settlements.

Living in a small place not
‘only meant  that this home was
shared ground to them; but also
that ‘they shared all their ex-
périences. They - knew - each

other’s joys, sorrows, and modes

of associating with other people;

and . they especially 'knew: the'

‘capacities of each other. They
were often related to each other,
a fact which entailed both rights
and obligations.

Any sign of undesirable be-

havior was noted by others and
checked in the beginning stage,
among otherthings by people’s
It was seldom

havior . became habitual,
social control was too close and

tangible for that to happen.

While = growing up, the

children were in constant con- '

tact with the grown-ups in the.
family. Apart from the children
and the. parents,
grandparents often lived in the
house, too; and frequently there

was also an aunt or an uncle, .

‘who' ‘had ‘not married yet.

It is' difficult to distinguish
betweeh play and training for
adulthood. By taking part in the
daily life of the family, the chil-
dren learned the necessary-skills

as they gradually develeped the g

ability to master them.

the' mode’ of!

describe -
some aspect of the background

the

these‘ occasnons the hunle‘rs told
.about their confrontations with
weather, ice, sea, and espec-
“jally 'with. the game. Whereas all

other experiences  belonged to !

the:collective world, the hunters
experienced . these
‘confrontations . in - loneliness.
Through the ftales ' the  hunters
shared each others experiences,
and the boys were introduced to
the kind of - life that lay ahead
of them. '

In: the

Sla(lC pommumty,

‘experience ‘and age were impor-

tant to a degree; which is about
to be forgotten:in a dynamic
community. The older one grew,
the more variations one had seen
of the ‘pattern which is followed
by tie: different years and. the
lives of the individuals.

‘The. daily life of the few -

people ‘with the many common

experiences, resulted in the dev-’

elopment ,of “a language which
built ‘on. the  familiarity of the
experiences. To'a great extent,

the language “became
retrospective - and ' reliant - on
implications, remote  from the
Western - Européan languages,

whose most distinguished func-
tion is. to serve as tools of ideas
and planning. A prerequisite for
this .is knowledge
and effect in a world which can
be influenced.

If a brief description of {he
characteristics of . the: Eskimo/
Greenlandic language is to be
given, ‘one will have to distin-
guish between the language used
to describe the collective world
‘and ‘the language employed to
describe . the  world of the in-
dividual hunter. The former is
an.implicit language, containing
‘a rather small vocabulary and-its
function \is: to eliminate mis-

understandings and' to express

wishes and feelings which are
closely . related ' to ' an ‘actual
situation.. The ‘language of the
hunters’ tales, on the other
hand, ' is: dlffercnlly developed
and 'varied; and usTunctwn is to
introduce 'a world where even

the smallest details are described -

to ensure that the listener fully
understands the overall picture.
However, ' the ' preponderance
contents is common to the two
varieties of the language.

The Eskimo culture is ex-
tremely :advanced with regard to
the tools. The kayak, the sledge,
the harpoon, and the igloo are
examples of a technology which

During the evenings and the

periods ‘of bad weather, when

the ‘men were at home, they .

spent their time making or
repainng their hunting tools On

about cause:

had been developed to the limits
“of what was’ possible with ‘the
available ‘materials.. The scarcity
of materials and the very cold
climate limited 'the Eskimos’
bossibilities of “‘controlling Na-
ture.” Instead they had to ddapt
themselves to it.

. This is ;among other thmgs
reflected m,(he Eskimo concept
of time. Greenland-Air’s pas-
sengers will know how meaning-

less it is to operate in Greenland

with times of arrival and depart-
ure which are based on fixed
dates, hours, and minutes. There
are periods ' when one is grateful
to be a couple of days delayed.
If one leaves: the towns, such a
measurement of: time is still

without meaning,

In - the original ' Greenland;
time passed as it does now. It
could: be observed in the chan-
ges “from day to “night, even
though' ‘their characteristics dif~
fered during the periods of mid-
night: sun and those of polar
night. The tides also. showed
the passing of time. The flood
tide comes twice a day :not at

- the: same times, but about half

hour later  day by . day!
The " factors  which* deter-
mined when' one 'went to work:
were these:. the season,. which
‘determined the temperature, the
light and the type of game that
could be hunted; the tide, which
determined where: one could
meet the animals—and finally
the weather, which at any: time
either made it possible or impos-
sible ‘to. go -hunting. This was
then an organic' participation in
the nature’ and

an

.we are - inclined to admit.’

the climatc, )

which made the western divi-
sions of time meaningless. !

I have dealt with the culture
of the static comimunity in the
foregoing: for several: reasons.
Partly because life in the settle-
ments in. the hunting districts
has - not ‘been altered beyond
recognition, when looked upon
from -the point-of:view: of the
past. ‘Partly because 1 find that
all forms of education ‘are con-
siderably more conservative than'
The:
process:-of socialization enables
children .and grown-ups to- live
up to the expectations of the
environment. “The fundamental
adaptation, which: ldater on be-
comes significant for thé. child’s
self-concept - and- consequently
for ‘its prospects in relation  to
other people, takes place during
the first years of the child’s life:

~The parents’ reaction to accept-

able or ‘unwanted behavior ‘are

repeated - again-and again and

result in an overlearning which

it is difficult - to get rid of later

inlife.

~“In conflicts arising between

children .and parents, emotions
will‘ often dominate. the situa-

tion.” In the children’s ‘hehavior:
the parents will often recognize

actions which made’ their own

parents  react-.in a. negative

way. Only a few are so reflect-

ive,  that they in all 'situations

have made up“their own minds

about - what - thgy themselves

accept ~or reject according to

judgment based on the standards

they actually . hold. as: adults.

Parents  will ‘-often - reproduce

: (Continued on page 7)
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U of A News, 2 p.m., Sat.

Senior Sounds, 6 p.m., Sun.
Insight ’76, 6:30 p.m., Sun,

‘Mutuat NeWé, live, 24 hours, 7 days per week

Pipeline of the North, 6:45 a.m./p.m., 8:45 p.m., Mon.-Sat.
Jack Anderson Report, 8:10'am., 12:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri,
Rem. Oldtime Radio, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Job Hotline, 11:15 a.m., 2:15 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Alan Stang Reports 5: 30 p.m., Mon.-Frid.

Tom Harmon Sports, 6:20 a.m., Mon.-Fri,

Petroleum Report, 3 p.m., 9 pm., Mon -Fri. .

American Country Countdown, 1 p.m., Sun

. Big Country Travelers Guide, l§x each weekend.
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