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Editor
;1\1S\S-

Editor's
'

EditorEditor'sEditors)' NoteNote-NoteNoteThe:-,
-', TheThe. followinglo/lowinllolowinlfollowing-

article
/ ,

article , waswas originally publishe-
in

published-
in

publishedpublished
. in ,/'

,'' ihethethei, .' , DanishDaIJishDanisht'periddicaP-
EDAGOGIK

DaIJish'peritJdicajDanisht'periddicaDanishtperiddica'"\?\\'peritJdicaj'peritJdicajperitJdicaj\;[''peritJdicaj-
PEDAGOGIK

'periodicalperiodical-
PED'AGQGIKPED'AGQGIKPEDAGQGIKPEDAGOGIK'

' of }; ''MayMayMaK;
, , fW7fW7-

f
t1976&';

//ffIt was wrlttwrittenn 'bybyby' Ingmar EgedeEgede-
Principal

,,
PrincipalPrincipalohPrincipalofofoffohf, the ','TeacherTeacherTTeachertTrainTeachertTrain-
ing

acheT'iacheTi', ',
.DrainTrain .¬

ing College in MuukMuukt; ' GreenlandGreenkmd .,

, Mr.::": EgedeEgedewasEgede'wasa'participantEgedewasaparticipant:>-'-waswas: , afl ' participant, ii-
last

in-

last
inn

lastldst\ldstldstweek's\:; week'sweeks' conference on
''cros-

scultural
'cros-

scultural
'cross-'crosscross.-

cultural ,
,' ,-'education'tducationtducation .:. ' ,.Tundra.TundraTundr.Tundra-

'Times

a
]'Times'Times. ,

''wouldwouldwouldwouldj'fce}, //j'fcej'fcejfcelike' ''ff1Q'to'thankMrtothankMro,', , thank , Mr.

ffcecfeEgeckEgedeEgeckand' and thethe'CentertheCenter' ''CenterCenter for NorthNorth-
ern

.:.
ern , i';EducatiEducationalnal ., RResearchsear hl'""' ', fofo-
facilitating

for
facilitatingfacilitati"gfacilitatigfacilitating-

-
facilitatin-

g

facilitatingpublication" publication ' of01' this-
article

thisthis-
articlearticle .

.-

. HumanHuman being
, are pQnotnot coins '

,
which craftsmen-
can

craftsmencraftsmen-
cancan meltmelt .

down and recast "'
.
..intointo newnewnewcoinscoins of'' the same-
value

samesame-
valuevalue .

(Knud Rasmussen )

Until the Second
"

"WorldWorld WaWa-

Greenland
War-

Greenland
Warr

,-Greenland-GreenlandGreenlandwaswas a closed country-
The

country .

The war .,.-and
a-ndand the events tHat-

accompanied
thatthat-

accompaniedaccompanied it resulted , 3mong-
other

among3mongamong-

otherother things , in new viewpointsviewpoints-
concerning

viewpoints-
concerningconcerning this isolation .

In 1953 , in the name ofof-

equal
ff-

equalequal righrightsts , Greenland'sGreenlandsGreenla'1od'sGreenla1ods' ' statusstatus-
asas a ccdlonyc6lonyfc;>ny was abolishedaDolished ., NowNow-

some
Now-

somesome years later , one mightmight-

ask
might-

askask : ""EqualEqual rightsrig11ts to what andand-

on
and-

onon what basis ? '""
In connection withwitgwithwitgthewiththe, the newnew-

political
new-

political
new

political ideas and the cconse-

quent
conseconse-nse-

quent
nse-nse¬-

quent eeconomiconomic opportunities ,

a virtual migration fromfrom-

Denmark
from-

DenmarkDenmark to Greenland was initi-

ated
initi-

ated
initiiniti-initi¬-

ated ., About 20 percent ofof-

Greenland's
of-

Greenland'sGreenland'sGreenlands' inhabitants areare-

Danes
are-

DanesDanes born outside GreenlandGreenland
*

.

The duration of the stay of thethe-

individual
the-

individualindividual Dane is on an aver-
age

aver-
age

averaver-¬-
age 3 toto 4 years . Thus oneone-

might
one-

mightmight note that the number ofof-

adult
of-

adultadult ''DanesDanes , who have lived inin,in-

Greenland
,

GreenlandGreenland during the )lastasf 2020-

years
20-

yearsyears ,. .,.isisisis considerably higher-

than
higher-

than
higher

'than the , numbnumberr of Green-
landers

Green-
landers

Green-
tanders

Green-Green-

landerstanders whowho today are moremore thanthal1than
15 yearsyears-yearstoldyearsoldyearsold.lyearsoldl-':-toldtold;old ,:.'?' What

,
ththe

'
influ-

ence
influ-

ence
influ-influinflu-/influ-

}/'
ence ','bFthisbFthis'orthisorthis'of this''' has"' bebeenn , oneoneonecadonecancancan-
only

cad ,

'

only guguessSS at ,. ,

\' 'The equal rights outlined-
In

outlinedoutline
in the constitution are basedba'sed

' ohoh-

democracy
oh-

democracydemocracy ,,' a liberal economy:,
and the westerriwestern educational sysys-

tem
sys-

tern

sys-syssys-sys- ,

terntem and administration . I-

During
i

During ,. thethelast, last 30 years ththethe-

originaloriginal populationpopulation'haspopulationhas'has'has doubled ,
' Today more people ,livelive inr!inj, ththe-

urbancommunities
the

,

uufbanxQommunitiesurban-communitiesurbancommunities- ommunities alone ththann in ,

the whole
"' of Greenland in 19601960/f1960f../{(

j%f(;TheTheTheconomic,
,tconohtieconomic .

''ac- 'tivitiesac- tivities'actiactiactivities
' iiiiee ' aand 11-

the
[;

the way of liflife havebave altered rad-
iaIly

radi-iradiiradi-radi-11radi1-

rally
- )..

callyaIlyrally-rallyrallyand;
;,'- ,'
aandd Y'Ythe''thethethe $*, EskinEskimoGreen-

landic
Eskimo/GreenEskimoGreenEskimo/Green-EskimoGreeno/GreoGre/ .-

,
;:

. Iatlandiclandicdi 'cultucultuculturalculturalal heritage has bebenbeenbeen-

considered
n

" '

..' '"' '""OO*ff' 'andand-

hampering
considered , "ll'restrainingrestraining"lsimning'iesttrainingiesttraining'iesttraining"Osimning and

hmphamperingring baggage ;""bnUiebnUie;
'onjthen

1|;tltlee :''wayway ,;
'

intointointortintol.thl.thlthi.theithe.the J.j newnewfwl'' ageage/ageageboth,
,/,' both

'''- poeti-'- poetip- oeti'-

poeticallypolitipoliti-4politi4-.

cally andand administrativelydmiiistrtivelytively1;YYj' ''(, ' ' "\\/\11--jj)ji/\\ii'
V,

!'ThepremisesThellut'TheThe'-
-premisespremisespremises ,,' ;

'ononnnrwhi'rwhi'whichwhich'whichtheh .'//thethe; thetheJ;?;
,

''- planning
p- lanning'- planning
p- lanningplanning :
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, andandii>, devdevelopmentl p e t ';, restrest ,

''jj"'" ''- are
a- reareare

" '
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.WeWeWestWestEuropeant'.' :'-'EuropeanEuropeanEuropea-European ;;'!;. 3and1d ""-

the
t-

he
"'"-

the
t-

he'thethe ;,));

.-'+ ;;; ' pillars ;! ofofsthei- .Jthei- JtheIthe.,
.

, functionsfllOcttons ..':' in ! the1the'

"
i , ssocietysocietyareclet ' ,/:/arearean{'
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few
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: few'
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,' ''ordinaryordinaryordinary'ordinary
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, .Greenlander/.GreenlanderGreenJanderGreenlander.GreenlanderstandsI/; stands *'
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''- cultural
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tlieJhe Ilonglongru'ri1thiso g runru'ri1thisruri1thisI\thIththis
,
IS

, Stsituation! , U n
, ., isisISISIIlunnacgeptableHoweveratheunnacunnacqeptableeptable\HowevereptableHowever.,: \,, However , , \ ttrie ',

.

''questionquestion , isislwheth,(< whetherwhetherr ,' ththethe.". ''GreGrerGrepGreen-

lander
Green-GreenZ-- ,!'

'', lalanderlarderder '
.
hasha"stohasto" '

,
toto ':;

..adaptadapt''adad pt
,liihimsefh'imseflii1Sef' 1Sef|).'.,

' tt-
the'society

to ;:

."
.

1' thethe"socithesocithe'societythesociety.,;
'"'societyty '

, as it ''isoisols'oi.thelsoi.thelsoitheis'ottheisotthe.,;' . he strustruJstruc-vstrucv-. ,
,'

.:,;, JJP
':'tures.off-thetures.offthetures.offturesoffthe'tures-ofthe'turesturesofthe''-

tures-of,4he
'-turest-ureso-f,4heo-f4he-. ,-, .,.. societysociety.have.losocietyhave.losocietyhavelosocietythavelo.thavelohave'lobe"-
adapted

have-'lobehave'lobelobe:-'. i J/eJe'b/ ..,,
',"*

,
,

' -" "'"adaptedadaptedadapted'adapteadapte' "
;" toto' *{'' him

"
:'. ," . NeitherNeitherof"

,,1'6f16f,
: of ,:

'
,

''thth'thesethese'thsethesealtemativesse altemaalternativesaltemativesiv s'
is possiblepOsSib.leITpOsSibleIT. ; The ;'

,

.
' jlevelopmentsIevelopmentDevelopment ' ,

; ofoff ;,;" ' the ,
;
'ioipdetysocietyety,

.
'

''cancancannbtcannott t bebe-bebestopped- '*\ stoppedtopp d :
'
'ju- 'stlikju-stlikjustHke'" "

?!likelike-

that.
-''that"the"GreenlanderthattheGreenlander'that"the"Greenlandercannotthat ; "' thevGreenIanderthe'GfeenlandertheGfeenlanderthe'Gfeenlandercannot

"' cannot
''atlatlal-

lof
all :; .

of aa(susuddenJden . ababandonabnClonnClon hishis'origina-
lculturesimply

hisriginalhis'original-his'originalhisoriginal'original-riginalriginal
-
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: culture-sJrnplyculturesJrnplyculture-slfflplyslfflplyculture-simplysimply- throw ' a veil
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f"wantfwant'" wantWant toto retainretain ;,' , developdevelop'jdevelopj,;"V"' ' oror ,

""rejectfromrejectfrom, srejectreject :' ' fromfrorn '+''bothbothbbthb thi' ; cutculturesculturesThecutresThe! resThe..',;--TheTheThe-

analysis
)|'

///analysisanalysis"analysis,/;'" nalysis 1['IIcannot,icannotnno ('' '

bbebe,1be1be,1made
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;' ,//mademade''-m

m
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'foreigners
by-bybytbyt-

foreigners
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'andandand
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Vthoughts, ththoughtsthoughts}Is! ,i{
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devdevelopedlp? d x}* iin'iiniin1
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<aa'statica' ''staticstatic'static-

hunting
sstatic

'

}it
.

c
'"
:f
)

;?-hunting-hunting: huh ting '*
, societysocietyzis

,. , is ' concreteconcreteconcrete'ari-
d

-,--'a-
rid

'ar-

id

ar-

id,
-

"

anand

,

; ''-

rarel
r-

arelrarelyrarelyabstract: absirabstractabstractct .!:j( '
"'wttwtt'lt.slt.slts1r!.. ,

' '
rA::; A' 'iri.ri.r-

Today

,.rr-
'i\\'i'ii:'

:' >! -'
""TodayToday the Greenlandic scschool-

is
schoolool -"

isisisa'product'f.,.aa,33a- 'product'fa- productf'
', ''-p'roduct

p-

roduct
'-

product
p-

roduct'
,

'
1r' 0fdOoffiofficircumstances] cfrcum'stcfrcumstcfrcumstances'scfrcumstancesscircumstances

'
iic sJ','

that .,.mademade legislatorsJegi'slatorsJegislators' , ededucatorseducatorsators '
," ,=

and
'
'parentsparentsparents

''-
c

c
disregdisregardrd

,
thethefact,

fact ,

that twotwo culturesItures existxist side byby-

side!: sidside in Greenland .,

.
.,.OneOne of

'
the cultures

'
;', isis-

dominant
is-

dominantdominant , because , it has dede-

fined
de-

fined
de-de¬-

fined the politicalpoUtical ideology ofof-

thethe developmentdevelopme'1tdevelopme1t, ' ,. andan.d. hasIUts con-

troUed
con-

trolled
concon-¬-

trolledtroUed the meansmeans ofofprbductionQfprbductionproduction ,

the means of communications ,

the educational institutionsinstifutionsinstifutionss * andand-

the
and-

the11, the administrative mamachineryhinery .

.

The Otherther culture has beenbeen-

neglectedneglected , dying and devaluated .

.,.WhenWhen an effort is mademadeto-''to-
describe

-toto'to
describeescribeproblemsthe , educationaleduclltional ,. prprobprob-b-

lems
b-b¬-

lemslems in Greenland in., 1976 ,. it be-

'comes
be-

comes
be-

comes
be-be-

''comescomescomes necessary tto describedescribe-

some
describe-

somesome .,.aspectaspect ,of the backgroundbackground-
ofof the other culture .

The originalpriginal GreenlandicGreenlandic-
communities<:communitiesommunities were srnsmall-idsmallidsmall--idll-irilliri--- thethe-

literal
the-

literalliteral sense ofofthe-..-thethe.the word . AA-

settlement
A-

settlementsettlement of 3-43434- families waswas-

nothing
was-

nothingnothing , exceptionalexceptiopal , and it, waswas-

considered
was-

consideredconsidered a large settlement if
20-320320-302030- familiesfamiJies were livingHving at thethe-

same
the-

samesame place ., Besides , becausebecause-

of
because-

ofof the location of the animals-
which

animals-
which

animals ,'whichwhichconstitutewhichconstitutedconstituteconstituted the sole basisbasis-

forfor the Greenlander'sGreenlanders ' livelihood ,

the settlements were distantdistant-
places

distant-
placesplaces scattered along a vastvast-

coastline
vast-

coastlinecoastline-coastlinecoastlinetffi,- *. <, /' , ', -
,

- tffi,::-,
,

''AA",' .*<: ,
*'

,
''FF'ForForFor-ForForthisr'thisrthis-

;,

' thisthis , ieie'sonreasonreason
''sonson ttheyteytheyey*

, seldomseldomd mJmJ'sa-
w

;,
'

.

''- saw
s- aw'- saws- aw'- sawpsaw,

, ppeopleoplefro;,
]: fromn outsideoutside .., And-

when
Arid-

1

Arid-AridAnd-,

1 whewhen >;11
'
:; ibihitHappened%, 11appenedhappened ,;' r;(itit\ititsitwas'

:\"

; wasww ,:,
ususuusuys./°°"'' '

'irally"allyally'"
,

ll";$ peoppeoplee ' ')'fromfromfrfrom"1from111'th"\\'th'thth' ' thethe ', nnearestresi ''kk;'jj-
'settlements

;+

' 'settlements1settlements1'settlementssettlementssettleritents '" ' ': "*'" . ', I':;:

LivingUVing iin a small placeplacelace not4notnot4-

only

;'

ononlyy,. memeantmeantn ," thathat ,
tbithis

,

home
'

'omeome waswas-

sbared
was-

shared
was-

shared
'

sharedsbared groundground ttoto themthemltheinybufthembutthemlbuf, --butbutbuf *

aJso-

that
alsoaJsoalso-

that
also-

thatthat they '. shsharedsharedred ''- all
a-ll'-

all
a-ll'allall theirthejr ey-

eriences
ex-

pe'riences
ex-exey-ey-.

ppe'riencesperienceseriences'rlences . TheyTheyknew-'-knew-knewknknewkneweach-' eeachch
"'

other'sothersthet'sthets:,' .
joys , ssorrowssorrows'andsorrowsand,rrows ;' andan'd' modes-

of
modesmodes-

of
modes-modes'

,
'-

of associatingasso.ciatingWithassociatingWithasso.ciatingWithothet'people
,
withwithothei'peopleotherothet'peopleothetpeopleothei'peopleotheipeople'

people ;

Wand':
""-

and
a-

nd
''-

andj
a-

ndj'-

andjthey., .,.theyvtheyvtheytthey t" +
espespecially

.
all

"

"ikriew\Ithe"ikriewikriewIthe" (''kriewxkriewxknew ,
;\1,' thethe'1the1

'" ' I'

f
.''capcapcapacities

/

cities j:;

''- ofeach'other"Theyo- feachotherTheyof '" ','- each
e-

ach
13t 1

hhthothe'i.1'-

other
o-

thert' othe'i.1othei.1othei1' )!.''" ThTheyy >,'
1iII'wereIwere'werewere ort:oftenn relrelatedted tototoeach'

each otherotheri'votherivotheri'v-
a

ther ;' ;.
(rfaa lafactt ..whichwhich entailed bliothboth

.
th

,

rightsrights-

and
rights-

and
rights-

ar! arandandd
''obligationsobligationsobligations ..

,'IL "'>""<
' f{ S" ':

1 *""II''JJ I, ' " i/ , ' .B" ." . '" *"
> ('I'tItYJ'

,'
""j/"Any"jj"AnyAny?/"

°tAnyAny 'signsign'sign ofI,
;
undesirableundesirable ''bei.-

havior
'bei-'beibeibbe , -,

,

.
\;.haviorhaviorhavioihavior,,

was riotednotednotetf "

"bybybyby'oth"ersbyothers"'"othersothers'oth"ersothersand
"

andi d'-
IL

d-
IL

d'ILth-

ecked
'+
l

,theckedtheckedIchecked
,

I iin ', thtthe; ' beginningbeginning'stage'
'stage-

ong
'stage-'stagestage'stageMstageM'stageM-

'among
;,-

''amongamongong ''ttbth'erbtherbth'errotherbth'erthings'

.r
Ythingsththings1gs

, by
'

);;
'

peoplepeople'speoplespiople'spioples
+ ,

.,

':
'

!{,
/
astonishment ..': ; 'lItWIt 1'1'was''waswaswas'was , , 'seldomseldom',seldom1seldomseldomI I

,(

th,'thatnthatunicceptablethatunicceptablewayst/ttun,/ , ununacceptableccepi bl ;:' wayswaysways'O'"'OO:
;ofofff ,'; bebe-

havior"became
be-

.tiavior
be-be.--,'

;liavior,1oliavior1oliavior,1o'became.,.tiaviortiaviorhavior"becamehaviorbecame,

*"''becamebecamebecame
',
,

''habitualhabitual'habitualhabitual,
h'abituhabitu

' : ,;,
" '

!

, thethe1the1'-
social

'
,;'

,;'
'social'social

, controlontrol waswasas tootootoo"closetooclose'" closecloseananand-
tangible

andll'-
tangibl' tangible'tangibltangibl,

'
...forfor..forfor' '

.''thatthat'thatthat
'""toto'to ' hhappenppen' ;. ,

;'

WhileWhilef,''"

.,

.growinggrowinggrowing "
up ;; ''HhHhJthe't'thetthe'

,
.
(; ,,

.,.-
children1

c-

hildren1childrerl1childrenchildrerl1wewewereweree
*':;' inin-ininconstantin'constainconsta-' constantconstantt.cotco", .concon :;

='
,':"

'.,.tact'1.tact1tact1tatactiG'!' withith
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