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motor from Sears and Roe-
buck catalog, vice as
much as it is worth just in ship-
ping costs. In the past there
was no monetary cost for food
and our ancestors made a boat
that was the most superior,
seaworthy craft of its time,

On the other. hand, 1 feel
defensive. Present Aleut time is
not like historical time. To
survive, whether we want to or
not, we must change ways.
Money has been introduced.
Employment has become a
means of survival,

In comparison, we can look
at the horse and buggy of ear-
lier times, American seitler
days. This was a part of the
culture. The buggy was hand
built of material from the land;
the horses were fed from the
land. There was really no cost
in maintaining them. It took
hand labor and a long time

paying twice as

Aleut culture has been in-
fluenced by outside cultures
since 1741, longer than any
other Native culture in Alaska.
It is true the Aleut culture

Tﬁjﬁﬂﬂﬂpﬂﬂﬂl‘ll'erlln-

tally dependent on the sur-
rounding natural resources for

look at.
see the internal facet of
the Aleut culture as being the

way Aleuts relate to each other

and the community. Almost
without exception, each person
is considerate of every other
person in their community as
well as to outsiders. When
someone is ill or having any
kind of difficulty, others will
come to their aid. The com-
munity still rallies together as
a group to hunt and then share
the catch with others upon
their retumn. ,

Selfishness is non-existent in
Aleut communities. It is not
part of the culture,

The status children have in a
community is uncomparable, It
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embarrassmen
or irritation. 1t is just custom.
It has been dome through the

ages.
The internal culture is diffi-
cult to explain. It is feelings

one can while in an
Aleut community that you do

" not feel in the outside world.

Maybe this is not a part of
culture unique and reserved
just to Aleuts. There may be
other cultures that are simi-
larly isolated that this part of
culture exists too, but my ex-

perience is limited to mysell

al Aleut communities. This
part of culture is as it was
when 1 was growing up.

Now,that 1 am an adult liv-
ing in another culture, I can
look at Aleut communities and
see that thert is avinternal éul-
ture still there. When 1 lived in
it, I never thought of it as a
culture, just as where | live
now. | have never looked at it
as a culture.

Maybe to keep a culture (a
way of dealing with living)
alive, first the people living in
that society need to reaiize
they have a unique way of liv-
ing, An awareness has to hap-
pen from within the communi-
ty, not from the outside world.
As these communities grow
and more people move in, the
outside dominant culture will
replace the present.

schools, must play a role in
keeping a culture alive also,



