
CIRI announcesannounannounceses purchase of KenaiKenai Fjords Tours
In its first boldboldstepstep into the growinggrowing-

Alaska
growing-

AlaskaAlaska tourism industry , Cook Inlet ReRe-ReRe-

gion

¬.-

gion , Inc. (CIRICIRI)) announced that it hashas-
reached

has-
reachedreached an agreement to purchase KenaiKenai-
Fjords

Kenai-
FjordsFjords Tours , the largest Alaska-basedAlaskabased- tourtour-
operator

tour-
operatoroperator in the southcentralsouthcentralregionregion . KenaiKenai-
Fjords

Kenai-
FjordsFjords Tours owner and president TomTom-
Tougas

Tom-
TougasTougas willwillcontinuecontinue to operate the comcom-com-

pany

com-

pany

¬-

pany , andandallallallcurrentcurrent employees will bebe-
retained

be-
retainedretained .

In December , 1996 , CIRI , an AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative regional corporationcoporationco1'? oration , announcedannounced-
that

announced-
thatthat it had formed a division to pursuepursue-

toupsm
pursuet-

owtourismtoupsmtow,
.
ism related opportunities .

"KenaiKenai" Fjords Tours is a progressiveprogressive-
and

progressive-
andand innovated tourism company ,

" saidsaid-
Carl

said-
CarlCarl H . Marrs , president and CEO of CIRI..

"WeWe" at CIRI consider the employeesemployees-
and

employees-
andandandmanagementmanagement of Kenai Fjords ToursTours-

to

Tours-

toto be the best in the business , and wewe-

look

we-

looklook forward to having them as part ofof-
our

of-
ourour team . We think it'sits' a perfect fit which

willwillcreatecreate new employment opportuniopportuni-opportuni-
ties

opportuni-
ties

¬-

ties for Alaskans and CIRI shareholders ,
"

he added .

Kenai Fjords Tours employs about 3535-

yearround
35-

yearroundyear-roundyearround- employees and up to 150150-

during

150-

duringduring the peak tour season .

"I'mIm"'' excitedexcitedaboutabout the growth possipossi-poss-
ibilities

poss-
ibilities

¬-

bilities CIRI brings to Kenai FjordsFjords-
Tours

Fjords-
ToursTours ,

" said Tougas . "TheirTheir" commitmentcommitment-

toto Alaska tourism is going to bringbring-
needed

bring-
neededneeded infrastructure and new employemploy-employ-

ment

employ-

ment

¬-

ment opportunities to the Kenai PeninPenin-Penin-

sula

Penin-

sula

¬-

sula .
"

"KenaiKenai" FjordsJl ds JToursTours is a wellwellestabestabestab-estab-
lished

estab-
lished

¬-

lished , consistentlyconslsconslsIconslsprQmIl profitableprQmpr oableble tour prodprod-prod-

uct

prod-

uct

¬-

uct , " said DennislfrandonDennis andon , CIRI'sCIRIs'' newlynewly-
hired

newly-
hiredhired Vice PresidentPresid nt , Tourism.. "ThisThis" movemove-
allows

move-
allowsallows CIRI toffee-cometoffeecomeecome- established in thethe-

tour

the-

tourtour businessbusirfssbusir ss , andandwillwill bridge well withwith-

our

with-

ourour otherotherplans-plansplans-) for economic developdevelop-develop-

ment

develop-

ment

¬-

ment on the Kenai Peninsula and elseelse-else-
where

else-
where

¬-

where in southcentral Alaska .

"

Since 1974 , Kenai Fjords Tours hashas-

specialized

has-

specializedspecialized in sharing the unique beautybeauty-
of

beauty-
ofof Resurrection Bay and Kenai FjordsFjords-
Nati

Fjords-
NationalNationalNati nal Park.. The company currentlycurrently-
operates

currently-
operatesoperates seven vessels with a total caca-caca-
pacity

ca-
pacity

¬-

pacity of 1,4401440, passengers per day .

This magnificent day of discovery isis-

ranked

is-

rankedranked among Alaska'sAlaskas' toptopattractionsattractions .

According to state statistics , nearly
250,000250000, people visited Kenai FjordsFjords-

National
Fjords-

NationalNational Park in 1996
, andandalmostalmost

100,000100000, of them were passengers onon-

Kenai

on-

KenaiKenai Fjords Tours . The company alsoalso-

operates
also-

operatesoperates the newly-openednewlyopened- KenaiKenai-
Fiords

Kenai-
FjordsFjordsFiords Wilderness LodgeLod e on Fox Island ,.

a special feature available only withwith-

Kenai

with-

KenaiKenai Fjords Tours .

Tougas is owner and President ofof-

T.M.T

of-

T.M.TT.M.TTM.TTMT. . . Corporation , which owns 95 % ofof-

Kenai

of-

KenaiKenai Fjords Tours . He purchased thethe-

company

the-

companycompany in 1992 . Tougas also spent 1515-

years
15-

yearsyears with Holland America Line/LineLine-

Westours

Line-

Westours

Line-

Westours
/

Westours Inc .
Hefie is a graduate of thethe-

University

the-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska Fairbanks , and bebe-bebe-

gan

be-

gan

¬-

gan his career in tourism washing busesbuses-
CIRI

buses-
CIRI

buses-
CIRICIRI is owned by 6,8006800, AlaskaAlaskaNativeNativeNativeNative-

shareholders
Native-

shareholdersshareholders . Tourism is the fifth primaryprimary-
line

primary-
lineline of businesses , joining realrealestateestate dede-dede-
velopment

de-
velopment

¬-

velopment , naturalnaturalresourcesresources , communicommuni-communi-
cations

communi-
cations

¬-

cations and heavy equipment .


