
Legislation to BanBan-BanBa-
n'Soring

Ba-
nSorin

-
'SoringSoring'Sorin'' of Horses

Legislation by Senator John V .

D-CalifDCalif- . to ban " "Tunney , -- , "soringsoring"sorlngsorlng
of horses , the practice of applyingapplying-
chemicals

applying-
chemicalschemicals to horses ' hooves andand-

pasterns
and-

pasternspasterns to achieve certain gaits ,

was approved by the SenateS nate Oct..

9 .

Tunney said that unless federalfedera-
llegislation

federa-
llegislationlegislation is passed soon ,

thousands of Tennessee WalkingWalkin-
ghorses

Walkin-
ghorseshorses will continue to bebe-

subjected

be-

subjectedsubjected to soring..

Sen . Warren G. Magnuson ,

D-WashDWash-- ,. , and 17 other senatorssenators-
cosponsored

senators-
cosponsoredco-sponsoredcosponsored-- the legislation .

A similar billbilfbilfwaswas approved byby-

the
by-

the,the
. Senate lastlastas, ; yeary., a , but1utdedllut.diedllutdied? ., died, inin-

the
in-

thethe House . The SubcommitteeSubcommittee onon-

Health
on-

HealthHealth and the Environment inin-

the
in-

thethe House is presently working onon-

similar
on-

similarsimilar legislation .

Despite public outcries againstagains-

tthe

agains-

tthethe ', practice and widespreadwidesprea-
dpublicity

widesprea-
dpublicitypublicity , Tunney ' said , thethe-

number
the-

numbernumber of sored horses in thethe-

show
the-

showshow ring has .remainedremained.,
rem led! steadysteadysteadyor

1,1-

the
oror-

increased
or-

increasedincreased in theth last three yearsy ars .

Eighteen hundredhundred liorsehorseorse 'shbwsshbws'showsshows'shsh'shows-

will

' wsws-

willwill be affected by this legislationlegislation-
each

legislation-
each

'

each year .

OnlyO y 400 shows , are sanctionedsalctionedsalctioned-
by

sanctioned-
by

!'
by the Walking HorseHorse industry'industryindust !)' ,.

and these 400400haveOnavehave complied withwith-

the
with-

thethe original ActActofof-of-
, 1970 . TheThe-

nonaffiliated
The-

nonaffiliatednon-affiliatednonaffiliated- showsshows continue toto-

present

to-

presentpresent many problemsproblems .
"WhenWhen" a .horsehorse. is sored , hislhis-

hooves
ss-

hooveshooves and pasternspastpasternsrris are subjectedsubjected-
toto irritants' such as oil of mustard .

'

SaltSaItSalt is ofoften(en rubbeclinto-finecutsrubbeclintofinecutsrubbed into'fineintofine;
-' cutscuts-

t

cuts-

totot :,, blister the skin . ,)Heavy
'
eavy logginglogging-

chains
logging-

chainschains ;
,
areare appliedpplied , around thethe-

burned
the-

burnedburned :area ,. causingcauscausing
.

g uglyugluglysores.soressores-

and
sores-

andand scarsSca ss-

t
.,

,,. V
;
>1rY, : 1 :'\tt\ '

"ThisThis" pain is inflicted tamaketcrmake aa-

show
a-

showshow horse'shorses' hooves so sensitivesensitive-

that
sensitive-

thatthat it will bring up its front legslegs-

as

legs-

asas soon as the feet touch thethe-

ground
the-

groundground , giving the judges thethe-

visual
the-

visualvisual impression of a graceful ,

high-steppinghighstepping- gait..

"AllAll" of this is done in the brutalbrubrutal-

pursuit
taltal-

pursuitpursuit of a horse show blueblue-

ribbon
blue-

ribbonribbon ." Tunney pointed outout-

that
out-

thatthat the practice is not necessarynecessary-

toto promote the prized gait.. It cancan-

also
can-

alsoalso be achieved by careful andand-

patient
and-

patientpatient natural training over aa-

lortgerperiod
a-

longerperiodlongerlortgerperiodlortgerperiodoflongerperiodlongerperiodof,
period of time ,,"" he said .

There arere approximately
41,00041000, cases pendingpendinpendingthatthat areare-

vioJations
are-

violationsviolationsvioJations of 'thethe' '

originaloriginallHorseoriginallHorse-

Protection
original HorseHorse-

ProtectionProtection Act' of 1970 .

These cases cannot bebe-

prosecuted
be-

prosecutedprosecuted because of lack ofof-

funds
of-

fundsfundsfundsor-oror.or-. the power to retainretain-

equipm.ent
retain-

equipmentequipmentequipm.ent
.

or sored horses asas-

evidence
as-

evidenceevidenceevidence . This billbilJ , S . 811 ,

provides for detention of soredspredspred-

horses
sored-

horseshorses and forfeiture or seizureseizufe ofof-

equipm
of-

equipmentequipmentequipm
'
nt used in violation ofof-

the
of-

thethe Act..

The bill also places a greatergregreate-
rburden

terter-

burdenburden on owners , trainers ,

shippers ,; judges and managers .

Additionally it authorizes SI$11$1-

million

$1-

million
$

million for enforcement'enforcement' by thethe-

Depart
the-

DepartmentDepartDepartment'entent' of Agriculture .

The legislation has the supportsupport-
of

support-
ofof the Tennessee Walking HorseHors-
eBreeders

Hors-
eBreedersBreeders ' and Exhibitors '

Association , the American HorseHorse-

Prot
Horse-

ProtectionProtProtectionction Association , and thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Agriculture , thethe-

American
the-

AmericaiiAmericariAmericanAmericaii Horse CouncilCOUJlcil , andaod thethe-

Ameri
the-

American6AmeriAmericanAmerican6an!
{ Equine PractitionersPractitioners-

Associati
Practitioners-

Association
,
AssociatiAssociationAssociationn .

i!


