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Frank BerryBerrY , JOMIOM Director ,

and Diane Burgin , EducationEducation-
Officer

Education-
OfficerOfficer , attended the 7th AnnualAnnua-
lNational

Annua-
lNationalNational Indian Education '

Association Conference heldheld-
November

held-
NovemberNovember 6-868--8 in Oklahoma City .
,. Mr . Berry reported that thethe-

Conference
the-

ConferenceConference had over 2,00020002,000-
'participants

2,000-
participants

,
'participantsparticipants' , allallofofofwhomwhom werewere inin-

some
in-

somesome way connected with IndianIndian-
Education

Indian-
EducationEducation.. .

Various workshops and sessionssessions-
were

sessions-
werewere held throughout the dayayayd-

ealing
day-

dealingdealing with such topics as : EarlyEarly-
Childl100d

Early-
ChildhoodChildhoodChildl100dSpecialEducationDevelopment , SpebialSpetialSpecial
Education ; Bilingual Education ;

'andandand Education for IncarceratedIncarcerated-
Indians

Incarcerated-
IndiansIndians .

, Mr . Berry feltfeIt thatthat theth-
eConference

th-
eConferenceConference had greatgre-
atP

greatp-
ossibilitiespossibilitiesSSibilitiesP> , but thatthatthere,

,there was aa-

lack
a-

lacklack of coordination andand-

pre.planning
and-

preplanningpreplanningpre.planningpre-planningpreplanning.- in that somesom-
eimportant

som-
eimportantimportant workshopsworkshop werewere-
scheduled

were-
scheduledscheduled for(or the same timetime , forfo-
rexample

fo-
rexampleexample ; the IndianIndian-
SelfDetermination

Indian-
SelfDeterminationSelf-DeterminationSelfDetermination- andand-
Education

and-
EducationEducation Assistance ActAct-
coinciding

Act-
coincidingcoinciding with the JohnsonJohnsJohnsnJohnsonJohnsO-

'Malley
Johnson-

O'Malley
n

O'MalleyOMalley' Act.. .

Mr. Berry also noted that aa-

number
a-

numbernumber of the participantspart ipants werewere-
discouraged

were-
discourageddiscouraged because many of thethe-

important
the-

importantimportant speakers did notnot-

attend
not-

attendattendattend.,, as indicated on the initialinitiinitial-
agendaagenda .

Ann important movementmovement-
wi

movemen-
twithinwithinwi thin the NIEA is thethe-
development

the-
development

.

development of the studentstudent-
faction

'

factionI .. This year for:, the first-firstfirst-
time

.-.
' 'toihetime! 5 students werewen elected toto-

thetheihe1 Executive Committee of thethe-
NIEA

the-
NIEA
1I

NIEAI . .'

A\ number-numbernumberofnumber-ofnumberof-' of otherther important-importantimportant-
issues

.
-. ,

issuesi also came to light at the ;', ,-

'ConferenceConference'.
:. Most apparent ofofof-

these
of-

thesethese-thesethesewas1 -., was
,'
the recognized need forfor-

a
for-

aa lobbiest for Indian Education toto-

be.located
'

be.locatedbelocatedbe.1ocatedbe1ocatedf
.
. in Washington , D.CDC. ,.

The over-ridingoverriding- feeling was thathatthat-
thethe1 importancehnportance, of '- IndianJodi.anJodian.

Education was decreasingdereasingde reasing in thethe-
eyes

the-
eyeseyes of the U.SUS. . Government andand-

that
and-

thatthat funding is becoming moremore-
diffICult

more-
difficultdifficult to receive .

A number of AlaskansAlaskansa-
ssociated

Alaskansa-
ssociatedassociated with Indian EducationEducation-
were

Education-
werewere in attendance , including :

RepresentativesR prescnfatiyes fromfro , TananaTana-
naChiefs

anana ,, I ,

Chiefs , Conference ;

RepresentativesRepresentatives from'from'' Southeast ;

Elaine RamosRams() , Sheldon JacksonJackson-
College

Jackson-
CollegeCollege ; Eric Ekvall , AlaskaAlask-
aNativy

Alask-
aNativyNativy Foundation ; andand-
Representatives

and-
RepresentativesRepresentatives from AFN , Inc .

A Pow-WowPowWow- was held on thethe-
final

the-
finalfinal nightnight of the Conference with
500-600500600-- people in attendance .

Various dancers from lower 4848-

Indian
48-

IndianIndian tribes-tribestribesperformed-, performedperformeperformedforfor thethe-
audience

the-
audienceaudience , although there were nono-

Alaskan
no-

AlaskanAlaskan dancers Mr . BerryBeiry, felt itit-

would
it-

wouldwould have added a variety to thethe-
performanceperformanceperformance-performancetheperformance.-


