Bush Caucus well represented

by Patty Ginsburg

for the Tundrs Times

Despite the departure of several
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rural Alaska. All the rural legislators
are in the majoritiy in both houses, and

they ol have specifc oles,” Adams

 With cuts expected to be the
issue in the next two
years, the ) of the finance com-

minminnchhmueilmitiulmen-
sure that those cuts are fair and
equitable, Adams said.

The Bush Caucus is well

ed on both, with Adams

at the helm of the House Finance

ommittee, and Sen. Johne Binkley,

R-Bethel, co-chairing the Senate
Finance Committee.

With on Senate Finance are
three other members of the Bush
Caucus — Democrats Jim Duncan of
Juneau and Fred Zharoff of Kodiak,
as well as the replacement for Frank
Ferguson, D-Kotzebue, giving them
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Grussendorf, D-Sitka, and Senate
Rules Committee Chairman Dick
Eliason, R-Sitka. House Rules Com-
minecChnirmln Mike Navarre, D-
Kenai, while not an official member
of the Bush Caucus, has been friend-
ly to rural interests, Adams said.

The Rules Committee is important
because the chairman cunlrul:

nﬂe;ulﬂ:mmnu for a vote
m floor, it must plu‘xmu

Rural areas could retain clout

Rules Committee.

Rep. Adelheid Herrmann, D-
Naknek, shares Adams’ satisfaction
wlﬂ't the legislative line-up.

Weremprazgoodpmmm;m
the House. The thing that

strong is that we stick together.
where the power comes from,’
said.

The most Iiﬂﬁﬂlll change in the
Hune“ &w first time since
1981, organization is
composed entirely of Democrats.
That, Adams said, will make the work

more smoothly since there will be
r political di that have to
be bridged.

The picture 1s different in the
Senate, however.  Although
Republicans hold an majori-
ty there, the leadership is a coalition

of Republicans and Delmcnts, urban
and rural. With veterans Frank
Ferguson and John Sackett retiring,

their replacements and colleagues have
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Adams: We work together

(Continued from Page One)

a formidable challenge ahead.
Adams said they are not the oni
departing senators who will be missed.

“Bill Ray (D-Juneau) and Bob
Ziegler (D-Ketchikan) weren't
members of the caucus, but we’ll feel
their loss of ex . he said.
“'l'l'n:yr understood Bush issues. Now
it'll be uP to Zharoff, Binkley and
Fe nt to keep the
Bu inﬂmnt:c: ng,"" he said.

That task wou I:u: diﬁ'lcull enough
in a good year, but with serious
decisions awaiting lawmakers, t
challenge will be much greater. Both
Adams and Herrmann anticipate bat-
tles over continuation of the Power
Cost Equalization Fund and the
Longevity Bonus Program, in addition
to other program cuts and debate about
a capital budget.

And then there's the education
process.

“"With a nr:wi' ernor, it’ le.'l!il like
starting over, " Herrmann said. *'We

have to educate ¢ about our con-
cerns. And there will always be that
rural/urban

No area of the state will escape the
budget crunch, Adams said. But the

' challenge for rural lawmakers
will be to work for cuts that are
uniform, fair and

The way to ish that, Adams
said, is with the too] that has become
lhehllhmlr. of the Bush Caucus: “We
logelher with very little in-

fighting.



