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LateIaeLate., ( '
last week the IASU.SUS. . DeDe-DeDe-

part
De-

partment
¬-

partmentpart men t of Transportation rerre-rere-

leased
¬-

. leased the Environmental Ini-IniIm-ImIni-

pact
Im-

pact

Im-

pact
-

pact StatementStatel.llentStatelllent.
( EIS ) on thethe-

C'oncorde
the-

ConcordeConcordeC'oncorde' . TheTlte,
, EIS was aimedaimed-

atat assessing the effect of ConCon-C'011-C'011C011C'01-

1corde

Con-

corde ' ¬-

corde operations to JFKJ FK AirportAirport-

ir
Airport-

inirtir\irinirNew\ New York and Dulles Airport

inif! Virginia .
'

Unfortunately , the EIS); iS at-atat-

.tempts
atat-

tempts

-.

_...temptstempts. to
'-

obscure
o-

bscure
'-

obscure
o-

bscure
'

obscure the signisigni-signi-

ficdnt

¬.-

ficantficdntQ nt environmental
.

impactimpactof-ofof'of'of-

the

-' ofof-

thethe Concorde .

Two ' of the major issuesissues-

referred. referred to in the EISE IS werewere-

hoise
were-

Noisenoisehoise and ozone depletiondepIction . If

one just reads the documentsdocuments-
th

documents-
thetheth inevitable conclusion is thatthat-

no
that-

nono serious problems exist inin-

either
in-

eithereither Of these areas . However ,

with perseverance and the useu ofof-

a

of-

aa calculatorcalculat r the following findfind-find-

ings
find-findfind-

ings

¬-

ings emerge :

NOISENOIS-
EI1II.. The ConcordeCOhcorde is twicetwice-

as

twice-

asas loud as the jumbo jets nownow-

in

now-

inin service .

2 . At up to 16 miles fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe point ofQf takeoff the levelleve-

lof

leve-

lofof noise directly under thethe-

plane
the-

planeplane would require you toto-

shout
to-

shoutshout qsas loud as possible at aa-

distance
a-

distance
'-

Iess
I-

ess
'-

Iessin
'

distance of sixsixinches-inchesinches-. or lessless-

inin order to be heard .

3 . At takeoff thethe-theC'oncorde- ConcordeC'oncordeC'oncorde-

would
Concorde-

would 'would cover a 70 square milemile-

area
mile-

areaarea with a noise level thatthat-

would
that-

wouldwould require you to shout asas-

loud
as-

loudloud as possible at a distancedistance-
of

distance-
ofof four feet or less to be heardhemlheml-
other

heard-
other(other noisy aircraft only covercover-

aa 12.5125. square mile area withwith-

such
with-

suchsuch an intense noise level ) .

4 . Under current conditionsconditiomconditiom-
the

conditions-
thethe ConcordeC'oncorde' would expose
97,00097000, more people at JFKJFK-

and
JFK-

andand 62,00062000, more people atat-

Dulles
at-

DullesDulles for up to two minutesminutes-
aa day to noise levels similarsimilar-

toto those described in No . 33-

above

3-

aboveabove .,

OZONE DEPLETIONDEPLETION-
I1I . The Concorde producesproduces-

two
produces-

twotwo to three times the amountal110amount-
of

un 11-

ofof nitrogen oxide ( NO-perNOperNO'perNOperNO ) -' per paspas-pas-

senger

¬.-

senger than other commercialcommercial-
airplanes

commercial-
airplanesairplanes .

2 . One Concorde will release
1,658,3331658333,658,333658333) , , pounds of NO in

the stratosphere perper year . ThisThis-
NO

This-
NONO destroys ozone (03)03( ) and hashas-

aa cumulative effect..,

3 . The expected decrease inIn-

Olone

in-

ozoneozoneOlone willw JI cause at least an adad-adad-

ditional
ad-

ditional
¬-

ditional 500 cases of skin cancan-cancan-

cer
can-

cer
¬-

cer ( NonmelanamaNonmelanoma ) in the U.SUS. ..

per year..

4 . After the last ConcordeC'oncordcConcordcC'oncordc-

stops
Concorde-

stops 'stops flyingOying it will take 60 yearsyears-

for
years-

forfor the skin cancer ralerate to dropdrop-

down
drop-

downdown to the pre-ConCordepreConCordepre-ConpreCon- ord.eorde. level..

The EIStISLIS . almost entirely obob-obob-

scures
¬.-

scures the cancer issue ., In spitespite-

of
spite-

ofof the above facts about ozoneozone-

the
ozone-

thethe FAA , in summing up itsits-

findings
its-

findingsfindings , merely states , "ThereThere" isis-

considerable
is-

considerableconsiderable evidence to indiindi-indi-

cate
indi-

cate
¬-

cate that increased ultravioletultraviolet-
solar

ultraviolet-
solarsolar radiation increases thethe-

incidence
the-

incidenceincidence of non-fatalnonfatalnon.fatalnonfatal-. skin can-cancan-

Rather

can-

ce

can-

cer
-

cecerr..
."

Rather than disclose the hunhun-hun-
dreds

hun-
dreds

¬-

dreds of new cancer casesca es causedcaused-
by

caused-
byby the Concorde , the EIS atat-atat-

tempts
at-

tempts
¬-

tempts to underplay the effectseffeclseffecls-
by

effects-
byby citing figures such as "O,2O2"0.2f/r0.2fr0.2f02fr0.2020.2-
skin

., /1
,

skin cancer incidence increaseIncrea <; e .
"

In light of the obviousobviow . probprob-prob-
lems

prob-
lems

¬-

lems with this EISErS , it may behehe-

time
he-

timetime for Congress to10 restudyrestudy-
the

restudy-
thethe EIS process . The thrustthrust-

of
thrust-

ofof this restudy would behe toto-

assure
to-

assureassure that the agency perper-perper-

forming
per-

forming
¬-

forming the EIS does notnut have

a
. vested interestint rest in the resultresult-result-

ing
result-

ing

¬-

ing decisions .


