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ANCHORAGE-FearsANCHORAGEFears- that'that'
aa-

natural
a-

naturalnatural gas pipelinepipeliri mayinay adverseadverse-adverse-
ly

adverse-
ly

¬-

, ly affect large numbers of polarpolar-
bears

polar-
bearsbears denning on the AlaskanAlaskan-

North
Alaskan-

NorthNorth Slope coastal plain havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen allayed b.ybyQY. results of inin-inin-

dependent
in-

dependent
¬-

dependent research sponsoredsponsored-
byby Alaskan Arctic Gas PipelinePipeline-
Company

Pipeline-
CompanyCompany .

Alaskan Arctic ' Gas and itsits-

sister
its-

sistersister firm , Canadian Arctic ,

propose.propose
.,

to bring ,. huge naturalnnatural-
gas

tl.lraltllraltl.lral-

gas
.

gas resources from Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

Prudhoe
Alaska's-

Prudhoe
'

Prudhoe Bay and the Cana-CanaCana-
diaa

Cana-
dian

-.

diaadian Mackenzie Delta regionregion-
toto southern consumers in bothboth-

nations
both-

nationsnations via a 2,600-mile2,6002600mile, - , large-largelarge-

diameter
large-

diameter
large-

diameter
-

diameter pipeline .

The pipeline would tap anan-

Alaskan
an-

AlaskanAlaskan gas pool equalequ l to moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 1010%% of this country'scountryscountry's-
proved

country's-
proved

'
proved gasg1s; reserves .

Greg Moore/MooreMoorepolarMoMoorere /.'; polar bear rereore-rereo-

searcher
re-

searcher
¬-

searcher for Renewable ReRe-Re¬-

sources Consulting Services , hashas-

described
has-

describeddescribed denningdenni g observationsobservations-
coUected

observations-
collectedcollectedcoUected over the past nine ,.

years , which indicate earlyebrly ice
'

formation should allow a largerlarger-
number

larger-
numbernumber of polar bears to reachreach-
the

reach-
thethe coast .

The survey this year wasW s dede-dede-

signed
¬.-

'
signed to compare inland denden-
usage

den-
usageusage between early and latelate-
ice

late-
iceice years , and provide a moremore-

accurate
more-

accurateaccufateaccurate picture of the imin1im-imim-

portance
¬.-

portanceport nce of inland den areasareas-
to

areas-
toto the Beaufort Sea Polar bears ,

a species protected by the fedfed-fed-

eral
fed-

eral
¬-

eral Marine Mammals ProtecProtec-Protec-
tion

¬.-

tion Act..

"ThisThis" in turnturnis-isis.is-. is important ,

because a pipeline route crosscross-cross-

ing
cross-

ing
¬-

ing-inlandinginlanding -, inland regions could impactimpact-
critical

impact-
criticalcritical denning areas ," MooreMoore-
said

Moore-
saidsaid .

This year'syears' researchrcsear h , howhow-how-
ever

how-
ever

¬-

ever , found "nono" correlation bebe-bebe-

tween
¬.-

tween early and late ice yearsyears-
and

years-
andand the number of polar bearsbears-
reaching

bears-
reachingreaching the coast ,,"" Moore said ,.

.

"WeWe" 'alsoalso' found no inlandinland-
dens

inland-

densdens in the surveyed area , whichwhich-
isis the only region along thethe-
route

the-
routeroute to see repeated use byby-

the
by-

thethe bears . Studies to date inin-inin-

dicate
¬.-

dicatedlcate polar bears make onlyonly-
occasional

only-
occasionaloccasional and infrequent useuse-

of
use-

ofof inland dens . "
He said the region , 10 miles

-
wide and 15 miles deep , was sursur-sursur-

veyed
sur-

veyed
¬-

veyed usingusng, a single-enginesingleenginesingle-cnginecngine-- lightlight-
aircraft

light-
aircraftaircraft at an altitudeahitude of 300 to
500 feet..

-

The three dens locatedlocatedwerewerewerewere-

plotted
were-

plottedplotted and mapped as were allall-

track
all-

tracktrack systems of the bears ._

Research the prior year alsoalso-
found

also-
foundfound three active den sites .

"II" 1 am satisfied with thethe-
accuracy

the-
accuracyaccuracy of air observation inin-

surveying
in-

surveyingsurveying polar bear , " addedadded-
Moore

added-
MooreMoore , a veteran also of cariboucaribou-
and

caribou-
andand grizzly bear monitoringmonitoring-
efforts

monitoring-
effortsefforts . "WeWe""" also could disdis-dis-

tinguish
dis-

tinguish
¬-

tinguish and verify tracks of ArcArc-Arc-

tio
Arc-

tic
¬-

tictio fox and such birds as ptarptar-ptar-
migan

ptar-
migan

¬-

migan ..""
Data received from the $ 8-88-

000
,18-,1818,18-

000
,18-

000
,) ,,--

000 studies were shared withwith-
U.S

with-
U.SU.SUS. . FishFishandand Wildlife serviceservice-
personnel

service-
personnelpersonnel to evaluate the entireenentire-
north

tiretire-

northnorth Alaskan coast , and comcom-com-
pare

¬.-

pare, to last year'syears' survey , hehe-

added
he-

addedadded . Total air observationobservation-
hours

observation-
hourshours in the cooperative efforteffort-
totaled

effort-
totaledtotaled 112 .

The pipeline project currentlycurrently-
isis the subject of public hearingshearings-
by

hearings-
byby the Federal Power ComCom-Com-
mission

¬.-

mission and the DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Interior in the United StatesStatcs ,.

and the Department of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs and Northern DevelopDevelop-Develop-
ment

¬.-

ment and the National EnergyEnergy-
Board

Energy-
BoardBoard in Canada .


