Tundra Times, Wednesday, November 26, 1975

Page 3

Help Natlves Protect, Preserve Their Cultural Heritage

Many -aspects ‘of the 1971

Alaska Native Claims Settlement :

Act (ANCSA) thC been widely
publicized.

Nearly  everyone knows, for
instance, “that this = law, the
largest ' settlement’ ever “'made
with - North . American Indians,
provided for the return of over
40 million acres and the award

of ' $962.,5" million to the. Eski-

mos, Aleuts and Indians of the
~12.'Native regional corporations,

There are other aspects of the
Settlement Act, less well-known,
however, . which . will . :provide
benefits to the. Native corpora:
tions beyond the more tangible
monetary and land provisions.

In addition, they should also
prove  beneficial to ‘non-Natjve
Alaskans, -To help: the Natives
preserve: and ‘protect - their: cul-
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-porations
.importance

tural heritage ‘resources, Section
14(h)(1) of "ANCSA "allows the
regional corporations to select
additional land, not -available
under other = sections ' of . the
act, as historic :sites’ and cemc

' tCrle

‘These * historic. sites will be
chosen by . the  regional . cor-
mainly =~ for . their
to Native culture,
but "their ‘identification, :selec-
tion,
tive: -groups will increase  the
historic -and cultural resources
of " Alaska and’ the nalmn in
general,

A number of federal agen-
cies are.involved ' in ‘the selec:
tion “of :14(h) sites. Although

“final certification” and issue ‘of
patents ‘will be handled by: the
Bureau of Land Management,

and, protection. by Na-*

it “is. the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs’ ; responsibility  to certify
the existence. and - significance
of all sites selected.

And the National ‘Park Ser-
vice, .as
the Interior’s advisor on mat-
ters of history and.archeology,
will: -have * an * important - role
as the . BIA's technical  con-
sultant “concerning. 14(h)(1) se-
lections.

‘To'implement: its role in'the
selections,’ ‘the - National = Park
Service ‘has established a 14(h)

task force at'the Unjversity of

Alaska, - in'- Fairbanks. -. Under
the -direction . of National ‘Park
Service “personnel . Zorro Brad-
ley, Melody ‘Grauman and -Bill
Schneider,” 10 professional an-
lhropologlsls archeologists and
historians are - under * contract

the . Department of

with - the University of Alaska
to aid the Native. corporations
in: the evaluation and selection
of historic sites.

In” addition; ‘and in keeplm,

“with the National Park Service's

philosphy - of ' historic preserva-
tion, . these :14(h) researchers
will- advise the Native corpori-
tions on histori¢ matters and in
future’ planning, such as the
eventual - utilization of the his-
toric " andanthropological ‘ma-
terials ‘gatheted, “eithér in’ the
writing: of - Native histories,. the
establishment of ‘village or re-
gional “museums ~and ‘cultural
centers, “or . other. forms: of
cultural “interpretation, and pres-
entation.

Native * corporations. wishing
to- nominate sites—either 14(h)
selections. or historic " sites al-
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ready * within - village “and re-
gional selections-to the Nation-
al - Register  of :Historic' Places
will be “aided by. the Park Ser-
vice ‘personnel ‘in preparing Na-
tional Register forms.

Each' of " these professionals
will - be  working  closely with
one . of “the " regional ‘corpora-
tions which-have requested. Park
Service assistance.

They will help. the corpora-
tions mmpilc inventories - of
historic = sites, establish biblio-
graphies of. site references in his-
torical and anthropological-liter-
ature, ‘and aid” in writing - the
statements. . of - significance re-
quired for éach site application.
National
protect
federal

Placement- on. the
Register = will - further
historic sites “in  that
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Ella isa cargo agent and knows
how important supplies are to
Alaskan communities. She also

knows how much bush com-
- munities around the state

rely on Wien Air Alaska.
Ella knows because she .
was born here. So was

&

.her mother and her
grandmother. That’s
why Ella does her best
to be sure cargo is

sktpped promptly and

recorded accurately.

- Ella cares...because she

lives here.

weew AIR ALASKA




