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KEN CHASE , from Anvik , nearing the Eagle River checkpoint on the first leg of thethe-
Iditarod

the-
IditarodIditarod race . The race began under sunny skies on February 24 .

-- PHOTO BY HAROLD SCHETZLE

IditarodIditaradIditarodunderwayIditaradunderwayunderway
\underwayThree

Three former.former. champs in the field.field._
ANCHORAGE - Three formform-form-

er

¬-

er IditarodIdltarodldttarod TrailTrailracerace championschampions-
ledledledaa pack of 5555mushersmushers out ofof-

Mulcahy
of-

MulcahyMulcahy ball park in AnchorageAnchorage-
onon Saturday for the long trek toto-

Nome
to-

NomeNome The champions are RickRick-

Swenson
Rick-

SwensonSwenson of Eureka who won thethe-

rdce

the-

raceracerdce in 1977 , Jerry Riley ofofNe-ofNeofNe-
nana

Ne-NeNe-

nana

Ne-

nana

-

nana who won in 1976 , andand-
II ininittmmlttmrmtt PetersPeter of Ruby whowho-

won

who-

wonwon inm lc)75lc751975) Absent from thethe-

lield
the-

fieldfieldlield torlorfor the firstt rst timetllne was IdiIdl-IdlIdi-IdiIdl-

tHod

Idi-

tarod

¬-

tarodtHod, PresidentPresluent Dick MackeyMdckey of0101-

WallId

of-

WasillaWasillaWa\llIdWallId\ MackeyMlckey, who hadhddhadrunrunrun-

every

run-

everyevery IditarodIdltarod sincetnLe 19731973waswaswas-

alsoalso,11\0,11110, \ the defendingdefendm !( championdldlnplOndldlnplOn-

I

champion-
thisIthishis11Is leaveslelve, Ken ChaseChlse, of AnvikAr1VlkAr1Vl-

kI

Anvik-

asas, I ' theIhe onlyollly manmm, who liashdShas startedtlrteustarted-
every

tlrteu-
every

,

every IditarodIdlloirod racerILe, sinceWILe the racerdcerdce-

hegdn
race-

beganbeganhegdn in lim1l71971limS-

wenson
1971-

Swenson

}

SwensonSwell\ollSwelloll\ finishedfllll\hedfllllhed\ the ' 77 IdiL1l-L1lIdi-IdiL1-

ltoIrod

Idi-

tarod
! ¬-

tarodtoIrodtarodinin111 16 daysUdY , 16lb hours ,

2727IIlllluteminutesIIllllute, anddnd 13 seconds , andand-

Riley
and-

RileyRiley won the ' 76 race in a.II. tunetllnetimetllne-

of

time-

ofof 18I X daysddY , 22 hours , 58 minununu-nunununu-

te
minu-minuminu-

tes

¬-

teste , andoind 17 seconds EmmittEinrnntEmmitt-
Peter

Einrnnt-
PetersPetersPeter won the '' 75 IditarodIdltarodIdltarodwithIditarodwithwithwith.-

I

with-

aa.II. record settingset tmg pace that stillstill-

toinu

still-

standsstands\toinutoinu\ todaytouay , 14 days , 14 hours ,

441rnll1utes43minutes43 minutes and 45 secondsseconds-
Herbert

second-
slerbert

seconds-
HerbertHerbert/lerbertlerbert/ NayokpukNdyokpukNdyokpukofNayokpukofof Shish-ShishShish-

maref
ShlShish-

maref
h-hh-

Il1drel

-

marefIl1drelIl1drelwhomarefwhowho placedpldLed fourth in10 ' 75 ,

thirdthirdminm ' 7474dnd74aridanddndarid fifthfifthInin ' 73 , waswas-

bICk

was-

hackbackbICkhack, inIII the fieldfieldaffieldafterafteraf ler a threeththree-

year
reeree-

YCMyearYCM absenceah\erlLeaherlLe\ IsaacI ddC OkleasikOkcaMkOkleasikof] of01of-

letterTellerletter1 eller whowh {} finishedtrmhedt rmhed sixthSIX th in10

1973197119731971and1973andandandwonwon the 50-mile50mile50-111I1e111I1e--

1967 IditarodIdlt.trOuIdlttrOu. CentennialCentenl\ldlCentenlldl\ RaceRace-

wtll

Race-

willwillwtll alsodlso runrUIl the racerdce for( or the firstfirst-

tune

\

dinetlllletune inm severalseverdl yearsyedrs Don llonealoneIloneaIlonea-

and
! .II..-

Imdandmd, HowardIIowdrd Albert bothhthbothof{} of0101-

Ruby
of-

RubyRuby are includedrncluded in a.II. triotno ofof-

teoims

of-

teamsteamsteoims in111 the race from the smallsmall-

Yukon
small-

YukonYukon RiverRlvcr communitycommumty "EepEep"EcpEcp" "

Anderson , oneonc half1dlf1dlfofhalfof! of the FlyingFlYing-

Anderson
Flying-

AndersonAnderson brothers was inm thethe-

lield
the-

fieldfieldlieldlield.ISfieldasas.ISIS. wellwell.ISwellasas.ISIS. the fatherfattier of thethe-

IdttMod
the-

IditarodIditaiodIdttModIditarod , Joe RedingtonRedmgtoll SrSr.. , ofof-

KllIk

of-

KinkKinkKllIk
KinkIfKllIkIfKinkI1

IfI1 the weatherwedther conditions staystay-

asas.1\.1..1Idvordbk\ favorableIdvordbkIdvordbk.ISas.ISIS. they havehdve been it

is very likelyIIkey] that a new recordrecord-

may
record-

maymay be established this year..

1] .. Leonard Seppala (Honorary ))

2 Joe May , Trapper Creek
3 Isaac Okleasik , Teller
4 Keith Jones , Ambler
5 Victor Kotangon , UnalakleetUnaldkleet
6 . Gayle IlienhueserItenhueserIhenhucserI

, AnchorageAnchor ge

7 Karl Clausen , WasillaWasllla

8 BrianBnan BlandfordBland ford , Nome
9 Bill Rose , Palmer
10 Joe Redington Sr , KmkKnlkKnrkKnlk-

II1II1I Jerry Riley , Nenana
12 Rick Swenson , Eureka
13 ClarenceCldrence Towarak ,

UnalakleetUnaldkeettlnalakleet]

14 JohnJJohoh n Barron , PlainerPlamer
15 John Wood ,, Chugiak
16 Ron AldnchAldrich , Willow
1]177 Robert Chlupach , WillowWillow-
I18I X Dr.. Terry Adkins , Cheyenne ,

WyomingWyommg
19 Rick McConnell , Anchorage
20 Howard1I0wardCloward Albert , Ruby
21 EmmittEmmett Peters , Ruby
22 Steve Vollersten , Takotna
23 Susan Butcher , KmkKnik
24 ErnieErme Baumgartener ,

McGrath
25 Herbert Nayukpuk ,

ShishmarcfSillshmarefShishmaref
26 Ron BrmkerBnnkerBrinker , WasiHaWasllaWasilla!

27 MelvinMelvm AdkinsAdkms , WillowWillow-

2X282X JimJUlI Rowe , Nome
29 Gene LeanaidLeanald , FmgeiFmgelFinger Lake
30 tepLep Anderson , McGrath
31 Prentice HarrisIIams , Fairbanks
32 Don MontgomeryMon tgomery , LimaLuna , Oh

133' 33 Jerry LaVoie , AnvikAnvlk River
34 Lee Guardino , Chugiak
35 . Dick Peterson , Chisana
36.36. . Myron Angstman , Bethel
37 Ken Chase , Anvik
38 . Rick Mackey , Wasilla
39 . Steve Adkins , Willow
40 Gary Hokkanen1I0kkanenIlokkanen , Eureka
41 Jim Lanier , Anchorage
42 Ron Gould , Clear
43 Patti FriendFnend , Chugiak
44 Walter Kaso , Talkeetna
45 Rome Gilman , ChugiakChugtak
46 Joe GarnieGamICGarvin , Teller
47 Cliff Sisson , Soldotna
48 Terry McMullin , Eagle
49 Sonny Lindner ,

Delta Junction
50 . Don Honea SrSr.. , Ruby
Sl.DelSlDel5151.. Del AUisonAllison , WillowWtllow
52 . Kelly Wages , Fairbanks
53 John Van Zyle , EagleEage] River
54 . Richard Burmeister , Nome
55 . Bud Smyth , Fairbanks
56 . Mark Couch , Palmer


