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North PacificPaQfiCRimtotrainPadfkRimtotrainRim
, to train paralegals

,
, in Chugachbugach<,

ft1ionregon t.
In an effort to bring legallegal-

assistance
legal-

assistanceassistance to the Native comcomecome-

munities

'
*.

munities of Prince WilliamWilliam-

Sound
William-

SoundSound , The North Pacific RimRim-

will
Rim-

willwill sponsor a paralegal trainingtraining-
program

training-
programprogram beginning in January ,.

" one of the few in Alaska .

According to Pat Kay ,. herselfherself-
a

herself-
rr a paralegal ,. as well as a grants-
writer

grants-
writer

grants-
writer

grants-grants-

tgrantstwriter for the Rim ., the legallegal-

i

legal-
problems

legal-
problems

i
problems of Native peoplepeople-
served

people-
servedserved by the tinytmy non-profitnonprofitnonprofita-
SSOCIatiOn

nonprofit-
association

-

association differ greatly fromfrom-

town
from-

towntown to town and person toto-

person
to-

personperson Presently , individualsmdivldualsindividuals-
and

mdivlduals-
andand some ofot the village corporacorpora-¬-

tions in the region rely on KayKay-

for
Kay-

forfor legal advice and researchresearchononon-

problems
on-

problemsproblems that could easily bebe-

handled
be-

handledhandled by paralegals .

""ThereTheret'TheretThere' are a lot of personalpersonal-
types

personal-
typestypes of problems ,. such as di-

vorce
didi-¬.-

vorce ,. what you'reyoure' going to dodo-

with
do-

withwith the kids ,. that sort of thing ,.

Also juvenile problems . 'I'veIveI've-

had
I've-

had
'

had calls and inquiries from peo-

ple
peopeo-¬.-

plepie who feel they have beenbeen-

ripped
been-

rippedripped off by their corporationscorporations-
oror their boards . 'I'veIve' had a fewfew-

of
few-

ofof those stories where somebodysomebody-
waswas incarceratedtncarcerated for a long timetime-

for
time-

forfor: a very minor crime and justjust-

sat
just-

satsat around waitingwait10g for somebody

to show up , like tljethe travelingtraveling-
judg

traveling-
judgesjudgjudgess ,. 'I'veIve' had quite a numbernumber-

of
number-

ofofofconsumerconsumer complaints.1complaints1complaints.;"*

Although Alaska Legal SerSer-

vices
Ser-Ser-¬.

vices provides legal aid to ruralrural-

communities
rural-

communitiescommunities through bush of-

fices
ofof-¬.-

fificeses and traveling attorneys ,
that organization is frequentlyfrequently-
spread

frequently-
spreadspread thin . The same is truetrue-
of

true-
ofof the Public Defender Agency .

Trained paralegals are few andand-

far
and-

farfar between ; most have receivedreceived-
only

received-
onlyonly on-the-jobonthejob- - training ,. no exex-

tensive

ex-

tensive
ex-ex¬-

tensive classroom instruction . InIn-

a

In-

aa phrase designed to end anyany-

argument
any-

argumentargument about justifying aa-

paralegal

a-

paralegalparalegal program , Kay says

.
bluntly ;

- '"'ThereTheretttJiereFliere "' has, never been an atat-

torney
at-at¬-

torney in TaTatitlektI k , the need Is-

obvious
isis-

obviousobvious:..:*"'
The only court facilities In-

the
inin-

thethe region are located in Valdez ;

there are magistrates in Cor ¬.

dovaBova and Seward , all predomi-
nantly

predomi-
nantly

predomipredomi-¬-

nantly non-NativenonNative- towns . If thethe-

gap

the-

gapgap in legal aid delivery Is1sZs aa-

problem
a-

problemproblem within the region ,. it's-

worse
it's-

worse
itsit's*'

worse between the region'sregions' tinytiny-

villages
tiny-

villagesvillages and Anchorage .

TTieThe Rim'sRims' $$229,834229834, para-

legal
para-

legal
parapara-para-para-¬-

legal program , made possible byby-

a
by-

aa grant from the U.SUS.. . Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-¬-
ment of Labor , will begin inin-

January
in-

JanuaryJanuary when an attorney willwill-

come
will-

comecome on board to develop thethe-

classroom
the-

classroomclassroom material needed andand-

get
and-

getget a feel for the legal needs ofof-

people
of-

peoplepeople in the region . One resiresresi-

dent
resi-resi-¬-

dent from each of the Rim comcorncorn-

munities
¬.

munities , seven in all , will begin
10 months of legal classroomclassroom-
instruction

classroom-
instructioninstruction in March in Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

AnchorAnchor- ¬-

ageage-

Following
age-

Following
age-

FollowingFollowing theirthen stintshnt in class ,

paralegal trainees will be placedplaced-
m

placed-

ininm a variety of jobs in the judicialjudicial-
system

judicial-
systemsystem , still in Anchorage , wherewhere-

they
where-

theythey will receive six months ofof-

onthejob
of-

onthejobon-the-jobonthejob- - training . ThroughoutThroughout-
thethe trainingtraimng period , the studentsstudents-
will

students-
willwill be supported by the usual
$$833833 per month available toto-

people
to-

peoplepeople holding positions fundedfunded-
by

funded-
byby the Comprehensive Employ-
ment

Employ-
ment

EmployEmploy-¬-

ment TrainingTraming Act , inm additionaddition-
toto $$250250 per month for resIden-

tial
residen-

tial
residenresIden--¬-

tial support .

Kay said plans are alreadyalready-
m

already-

toinmto the makingmakmg to place parapara-

legal
para-para-¬.

legal traineestramees intn the state court-

system
courtcourt-

systemsystem and attorney'sattorneys' officesoffices-
InIn the grant application mademade-

to
made-

toto the Department of Labor ,

Kay outlinedoutlmed the problems ofof-

delivenng
of-

deliveringdeliveringdelivenng legal servicessemces allaU overover-

the
over-

thethe state as a backdrop to ex-

plaining

ex-

plammg
exex-¬-

plainingplammg how the program wouldwould-

be

would-

bebe carriedcarned out and what it exex-

pects
ex-

pects
ex-ex¬-

pects to achieveachieve-

"Seventy
achieve-

"Seventy"""SeventySeventy" percent of AlaskaAlaska-

Natives

Alaska-

NativesNatives live in two hundred vil-

lages
vilvil-¬.-

lages scattered over half a milmil-

lion
mil-mil-¬.

lion square miles . Legal adviceadviceI-

Sis delivered by a handful of atat-

torneys
at-

torneys
at-at-

torneys employed by the PublicPublic-

Defender
Public-

DefenderDefender Agency and AlaskaAlaska-

Legal

Alaska-

LegalLegal Services . Because of thethe-

sparse

the-

sparsesparse population and low intnin-

come
in-in¬.-

comeome ofot the inhabitantsmhabltants it I-

Sunlikely

isis-

unlikelyunlikely this will improve inmto thethe-

tuture
the-

tuturefuturetuture ".-
Kay then sets forth the goalsgoals-

of

goals-

otofot the Rim'sRimsRun'sRuns' paralegal traimng-
program

trainingtraimngtraining-
programprogram
program"An"."AnAnAn urgent need exists toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide trainedtramed and qualifiedqualified-

paralegals

qualified-

paralegalsparalegals to Alaska NativesNatives-

The
Native-

sheThehe project goal is to provideprovide-

for

provide-

forfor that need by trainingtraming 7 Na-

tive

NaNa-¬.-

tivetlve paralegals residing in10to eacheach-

village

each-

villagevillage withinwithm the Chugach Re-

gIOn

Re-

gion

ReRe--

gion These paralegals will actact-

as
act-

asas communitycommumty counselors , inmm-m¬.-

\

fonriformal11advocates.,.advocatesadvocates , investigatorsihvestigators ,
sympatheticsympatJietic

..-
lisiene

l-

isienelisteners.lisienep.lisienenegotiap, negotia-
tors

negotianegotia--¬
tors , and educatorsducato of , legallegal-

rights
legal-

rightsrights . The paralegalspmlegaIs willwillen: enen-

able
en-en¬-.

able the client communities toto-

feel
to-

feelfeel less in awe of the systemsystem-
and

system-
andand more competent to articu-
late

articu-
late

articuarticu--¬-
late grievancesgrievancestgrievancestto, to seek reme-

dies
reme-

dies
remereme-reme-reme-¬-

dies , and to turn to appropriateappropriate-
authorities

appropriate-
authoritiesauthorities or professionals whenwhen-
needed

when-
neededneeded .

""ThisThis program will supportsupport-
community

support-
communitycommunity economic develop.¬.
ment , strengthen the administra-
tive

administraadministra--¬.
tive capacities of governing bo-

dies
bobo-bo-

dies
bo-bo-¬-

dies of Alaska Natives and theirtheir-
organizations

their-
organizationsorganizations ,. assist Alaska gov-

erning
govgov-¬.-

erning bodies and organizationsorganizations-
toto improve the effectiveness ofof-

services

of-

servicesservices ,. and assist in the dede-

velopment
de-

velopment
de-dede-de-¬-

velopment of necessary socialsocial-

and
social-

andand economic infrastructure toto-

wards
to-to¬.-

wards the goal of increased self-

sufficiency
self-

sufficiency
self-

sufficiency
self-self-

sufficiency .
\

""ThisThis program will minimizeminimize-
a

\

a most critical gap intn the rangerange-

of
jj-

ofof human development servicesservices-

for
services-

forfor self-sufficiencyselfsufficiency- intn the vilvil-

lages
vil-vil-¬.

lages .
"

Some of the courses to bebe-

offered
be-

offeredoffered to paralegal trainees in-

elude
inin-

clude
in-in¬-

cludeelude :

""BasicBasic paralegal skill courses-
legal

courses-
legal

courses-
legal

courses-coursescourses-----

legal research ,. law libraries ,. factfact-

f1Oding

fact-

findingfindingf1Oding , interviewing ,. state-

ments
state-

ments
statestate-¬-

ments ,. evidence , public records ,

jury research , discovery deposi-
tions

deposideposi- ¬'-

tions and interrogating ,. courtcourt-
observation

court-
observationobservation , legal vocabularyvocabulary-
Some

vocabulary-
SomeSome of these courses will bebe-

conducted
be-

conductedconducted at or in conjunc-
tion

conjunc-
tion

conjuncconjunc--¬-
tion with the Criminal JusticeJustice-
Center

I

Center which has already set upup-

a

up-

aa paralegal trainingtratnmg program inmin-

Bethel
m-

BetheBethelBethe] and Nome ,. throughthrough-
courtroom

through-
courtroomcourtroom visits with the AlaskaAlaska-

Court
Alaska-

CourtCourt System , and through com-

munication
com-

municatIon
comcom-¬-

munication with the Alaska Lele-
gal

le-leLe-

gal

¬-

gal Services who have trainedtrained-
paralegals

__.
paralegals working for them and ."
training materials available .

"'"TheThe'TheThe law-whatlawwhatlaw.whatlawwhat. it ,.-- is its on-

gin
on-

gin
orion-on¬-

gin ,. traditional and current law ,.

the legal system , types of law ,.

civil and criminal law .
.

""LawLaw and the familyproper-
ty

family-properfamilyproperfamiIy-proper-famiIyfamily--proper-.--- ¬-

ty , marriage ,. juvenile matters , : II-

death famiIyproperItIt.death ,. probateprobate-
"Consumer

probate-
"Consumer

"

'""ConsumerConsumer'Consumer' , ];Educationpurc-
hasing

Educauonpurc-
hasmg

Education-purEducationpurEducauon-pur-EducauonEducation--pur-.--- ¬-

chasingchasmg , contracts , liabilities , '

money management , credit .

""AlaskaAlaska Native ClaimsClauns Set-

tlement
Set-

tlement
SetSet-¬-

tlement share-

holders
share-

holders
shareshare-Act-corporationsActcorporationsAct--corporationsAct-'corporations'corporations--'- , ¬-

holders ,. land ,. easements , subsis-

tence
subsissubsis-¬.-

tence , regulations .
"""LawLaw'Law' and the Community-

courtlegal
Community-

courtlegal
CommunityCommunity--

court/legalcourtlegal/ systems , law enforce-
ment

enforce-
ment

enforceenforce-¬-

ment officers , individualtndivldual rights ,.

alcohol and the law .

""LocalLocal and state gover-
nmentsmumcipai

gover-
nmentsmumclpal

governgovern- ¬-

ments-municipalmentsmunicipalments--mumclpalmumclpalments--mumcipaimumcipai--- , state , IRAIRA-

councils
IRA-

councilscouncils , regulatory agencies . "

For more informationmformation aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe Rim'sRims' paralegal training ,. rea-

ders
rearea-¬.-

ders may write The North PaPa-

cific
Pa-Pa¬.-

cific Rim , 433 W . 9th ,. Suite _-.___
200 , Anchorage , Alaska 99501 .


