
"'"SurvivdSurvivd'SurvioolSurviool$Awiual: LifeIJfe andardmxl Art of the AlaskanAmkanAkiskan EskimoEskiroo " in PhoenixPhcenb I

WASHINGTON , D.CDCD.C--TheD.CTheD.CDCTheD.CThe-
Heard

D.CThe-
beard

. . - - The
Heardbeard Museum will host thethe-

only
the-

onlyonly Southwest opening of aa-

thought.provoking
a-

thoughtprovokingthought-provokingthoughtprovokingthought.provokingthoughtprovoking-. exhibitionexhibition-
called

exhibition-
calledcalled ""SurvivalSurvival ' Life and ArtArt-

of
Art-

ofof the Alaskan EskimoEskuno .
" Sup-

ported
Sup-

ported
SupSup-¬-

ported by a grant of up to
$$88,03588035$88.03588.035,. from the National EnEn-

dowment
En-

dowment
En-En¬-

dowment for the HumanitiesHumamties ,.

the exhibition ,. which began its

tour at the Newark Museum inin-

March
in-

MarchMarch , 1977 , opened in Phoe-

nix
Phoe-

nix
PhoePhoe-Phoe-Phoe-¬-

nix , Ariz . , on December 11II ,

and will continue through Janu-

ary
Janu-

ary
JanuJanu-¬-

ary 22 , 1978 .

The exhibition is deigneddesigned$ toto-

show
to-

showshow the survival of the EskimoEskimo-
people

Eskimo-
peoplepeople in a difficult andacrd oftenoften-
hostile

often-
hostilehostile environment ; survival ofof-

a
of-

aa cultureulture and a continuing way

of life , lasting over thousands ofof-

years
of-

yearsyears into the present day ; and ,

the threat to survival of this anan-

cient
an-an¬.-

cient people and their traditionstraditions-
from

traditions-
fromfrom the impact ofofmodemmodemmodem-

society
modem-

societysociety that is rapidly encroach-
ing

encroach-
ing

encroachencroach-¬-

ing upon even the most remoteremote-
regions

remote-
regionsregions of Alaska .,

The intrusion of Western inin-

dustrialized
in-

dustrialized
in-in¬-

dustrialized society with its momo-mo-¬.

ney economy has caused the EsEs-

kimo's
Es-

kimo's
Es-Es¬-

kimo'skimos' subsistence patterns EsItoto-

diverge
to-

diverge
I

diverge from those of his fore-

fathers
fore-

fathers
forefore-¬-

fathers . The photographs andand-

objects
and-

objectsobjects exhibited in '""SurvivalSurvival'Survival' "'
illustrate the continuity and con-

flict
con-

tlict
concon-¬-

flicttlict that are interwoven into-
the

intointo-

thethe fabric of Eskimo existence .

The objects in the exhibitionexhibition-
highlight

exhibition-
highlighthighlight the priorities in thethe-

life
the-

lifelife of Alaskan Eskimos fromfrom-

prehistoric
from-

prehistoricprehistoric times to the pre-

sent
pre-

sent
prepre-pre-pre-¬-

sent.. They are grouped , with-

accompanying
withwith-

accompanyingaccompanying informational-
panels

informationalinformational-
panelspanels , to illustrate hunting ,

whaling , fishing , the home ,

clothing and adornment , recrea-

tion
recrearecrea--¬. ,

tion , religion and ceremony , andand-

art
and-

artart .

From the collections of thethe-

Newark
the-

NewarkNewark Museum and on loanloan-

from
loan-

fromfrom other public and privateprivate-
collections

private-
collectionscollections , there are ivory car-

vings
car-

vings
carcar-¬-

vings , ceremonial masks , sculp-

tures
sculp-

tures
sculpsculp-sculp-sculp-¬-

tures , paintings , prints ,. house-
hold

house-
hold

househouse-¬-
holdholdarticlesarticles ,. dolls , tools , wea-

pons
wea-

pons
weawea-wea-wea-¬-

pons and costumes . CarvingsCarvings-
inin ivory , wood and stone by con-

temporary
con-

temporary
concon-¬-

temporary Eskimo artists are alal-

so

al-

so
al-alal-al-¬-

so included . Some objectsobjects-
continue

objects-
continuecontinue the art ofofcarvingcarving inin-

the
in-

thethe styles of previous years ,

while others combine traditionaltraditional-
subject

traditional-
subjectsubject matter with modernmodern-
form

modern-
formform and design .

Samples of natural materialsmaterials-
areare also included for museummuseum-
visitors

museum-
visitorsvisitors to handle . AmongAmong-
these

Among-
thesethese specimens are all of thethe-

essential
the-

essentialessential components of EskimoEskimo-
daily

Eskimo-
dailydaily life : bleached seal skin ,

caribou fur , walrus hide , baleen ,

ivory and seal gut..

Photographs ofofcontemporarycontemporarycontemporary-
andand primitive scenes , inter-

spersed
inter-

spersed
interinter-¬-

spersed throughout the exhibit ,

depict the starkness and beautybeauty-
of

beauty-
ofof the Eskimo'sEskimos' environment , asas-

well
as-

wellwell as the realities of his exex-

istence
ex-

istence
ex-ex¬-

istence .

A twelve-minutetwelveminute- audio-visualaudiovisualaudiovisual-
show

audiovisual-
show

-

show also accompanies the exex-

hibit
ex-

hibit
ex-ex¬-

hibit.. The show highlightshighlights-

contemporary

highlights-

contemporarycontemporary Alaskan EskimoEskimo-
Life

Eskimo-
lifelife and problems through slidesslides-

and
slides-

andand taped interviews . It por-

trays
por-

trays
porpor-por-por-¬-

trays Eskimo people who them-
selves

them-
selves

themthem-¬-

selves have lived according toto-

both
to-

bothboth the traditional and thethe-

evolving
the-

evolvingevolving modernmodem lifestyle .

A catalogue for the showshow-

about
show-

aboutabout the life of the Alaskan EsEs-

kimo
Es-

kimo
Es-Es¬-

kimo has been published by thethe-

Newark
the-

NewarkNewark Museum in conjunction-
with

conjunctionconjunction-
withwith the exhibit and wfllwill bebe-

available
be-

availableavailable at the Heard MuseumMuseum-
Shop

Museum-
ShopShop throughout the exhibition .

Because of the National En-

dowment
EnEn-¬-

dowment for the HumanitiesHumanities-
grant

Humanities-
grantgrant , the exhibition ""Survival1Survival1"SurvivalSurvival*"
has already been enjoyed byby-

thousands
by-

thousandsthousands of viewers in bothboth-

its
both-

itsits east coast opening at thethe-

Newark
the-

NewarkNewark Museum in New JerseyJersey-

and
Jersey-

andand its west coast opening atat-

the
at-

thethe Bowers Museum in SantaSanta-

Ana
Santa-

AnaAna , California . Attesting to itsits-

popul
its-

popularitypopulpopularityrity , over 15,00015000, visitorsvisitors-
were

visitors-
werewere attracted to ththe SantaSanta-
AnathcSantaAnathcSantaSeptemberSeptemherAna Museum ,between SeptemSeptem-¬-
berher and NovemberNovembet . This is alal-

most
al-al¬.-

most .,.doubledoubledo ble the normalnonnal ex-

pectedattendanceof
exex-

pected
ex-ex¬-

pected-attendanceofpectedattendanceofpected '-attendance'attendance , of the BowersBowers-
Museum

Bowers-
MuseumMuseum for that period of time .,
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i


