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Native'1e ''eeleaderFaderd , IsIS-

'real
IS-IS.

-

''realreal'rearea' IEsk.oIEskoEskimo9Eskimo'. ' ,
' "

The new presidpresidentnt of Inuit-

Tapirisat
JnuitInuitJnuit-

TapirisatTapirisat of Canada describesdescribes-

hhnself
describes-

himselfhimselfhhnself asasulnummarrit"4I""InummarritInummarrit"Inummamt'VInummamtVulnummarrit"4Iulnummarrit4I'".' InIn-

E"nglish

In-

English"EnglishE"nglish ,. it memeansmeansns a ""realreal Es .

kimo " ., Michael Amarook ex ¬.

plains that when he uses thethe-

expression

the-

expressionexpression , he is saying he hashas-

lived

has-

livedlived the Inuit way of life andand-

understands

and-

understandsunderstands what it is to be anan-

Inuk

an-

InukInuk .

Mr . Amarook ,. 35 , was electedelected-

president

elected-

presidentpresident of Inuit Tapirisat atat-

the

at-

thethe national organization's-
annual

organizatlon's-
annual

organization'sorganizationsorganizatlon'sorganizatlons'
annual meeting in January atat-

Fort

at-

FortFort Chimo , Que . , succeedingsucceeding-

James
succeeding-

JamesJames Arvaluk .

A native of Baker Lake inin-

the

in-

thethe Keewatin district of thethe-

Northwest

the-

NorthwestNorthwest TetTettoriesTer1ltoriesTerritoriestories , Mr..

Amarook was bomborn March 26 ,

1941.. At that time , the InuitInuit-

had

Inuit-

hadhad not all been forced to movemove-

into

move-

intointo the whiteman'swhitemans' settlementssettlements-

soso as a result he grew up in thethe-

traditional
the-

traditionaltraditional Inuit way , living offoff-

the

off-

thethe land as a hunter , fishennan-

and
fishermanfishennanfisherman-

andand trapper .

He was marriedmarned in 1959 ,

and the same year moved toto-

Baker

to-

BakerBaker Lake but did not abandonabandon-

the
abandon-

thethe Inuit way of life ., Helie lived asas-

a

as-

aa hunter from 1964 to 1969 ,

and againagam from 1971 to 1974 .,

In between , he worked at vari-

ous
vari-

ous
varivari-¬-

ous jobs , as anao interpreter andand-

translator
and-

translatortranslator with the departmentdepartment-
ofof IndianJndian and Northern affairs ,

in the Baker Lake crafts shopshop-

asas director of printmaking , and

in 19711911 and ,,19721972 as managermanager-

of
manager

of the local co-opcoopco-oproprcooprle-- JleHele jjoinedined thethe-

Inuit
the-

InultInuitInult Tapirisat
,
.:Landl.aJldlaJld

'
ClaClaimsClaims-

Project
}1s1sP-

rojectProject as a field workerworker\forworkerfor'\,lorforlor-
the

for-

thethe.,. Keewatin region
.
in' 19741914 ,

and later became
.

regregonalregionaljandregional/landregionallandregionalland-
claims

.-

In
I-

n
onal '

/
landland-

claimsclaims ofofficerrICer ,. lIn .:. 1975 , hehe-

helped
he-

helpedhelped to organize the KeewatinKeewatin-

Inuit
Keewatin-

InultInuitInult Association , a regionalregional-
affiliate

regional-
afnJiateaffiliateafnJiate of Inuit Tapirisat . He isis-

also
is-

alsoalso active in church work inin-

Baker
in-

BakerBaker Lake .

For Michael Amarook , elec-

tion
elecelec-ele¬-.

tion to the presidency of InuitInuit-

Tapirisat
Inuit-

TapirisatTapirisat amounts lo10to a hardshiphardship-

assignment
hardship-

assignmentassignment.. As he told the con-

ference
con-

ference
concon-¬-

ference delegates at Fort Chimo ,

his wife and nine children willwill-

feel

will-

feelfeel homesick while living in

. Ottawa during his term of office .

However , he pledged himselfhimself-

toto work for unity amoungamounR InuitInuit-

across
Inuit-

acrossacross the Arctic . Now thatthat-

Inuit
that-

InuitInuit Tapirisat had decided toto-

set

to-

setset up an independent com-

mission
com-

mission
comcom-¬-

mission to deal with LandLand-

Claims

Land-

ClaimsClaims in the Northwest Terri-

tories
Terri-

tories
TerriTerri-¬-

tories , he says , he wants thethe-

organization
the-

organizationorganization to become trulytruly-

national
truly-

nationalnational , representing the inter-

ests
inter-

ests
interinter-¬-

ests of Inuit in Quebec andand-

Labrador
and-

LabradorLabrador as well as in thethe-

N.W.T

the-

N.w.TN.W.TNW.TNWT.. . .

Mr.. Amarook has little fonnal-
education

formalfonnalformal-
educationeducation himself , but he sayssays-

one
says-

oneone of his ambitions is to workwork-
for

work-
forfor improvements in the schoolschool-
system

school-
systemsystem in the North .


