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Tony SchuarchSchu.rchSchurchSehu.rchSehurch. , instructorinstruetor for ththe. UniUniversityty of AAlaskaAtaska.. Extension CentCantorCanter" atat-

Kotzebuw

at-

KouebutKotzebuaKouebutKotzebuw varyvery axcitadexcitldexcited about ththathe. .electrical.IectralIectral appranticathipIpprentlceshipapprenticeship programprovrlm put on byby-

IBEW

by-

IBEWIBEWIBEWatItat KotzabuaKou.buKoubuKotz.buKotzbu. . . Photo ([ ccl) 1977 by RuitRullRuix RoatellROI.IIROIIIRozell.

. j(KofzelmcKotzebue' t%
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ttrainingtrabthsg
.

I"III"xprograms
- i

Iiprogram"'i

." desgeesfleeS' ,'averoverOI'ft-tOI'ftOIftt- , wellell I

ByByPAl'IVEYByPAlIVEYByPAl'IVEY-
According

,
P.MPM...M.rIVEYM.rIVEYMrIVEY.M.rIVEY-

According
.
'
IVEYIVEY-

AccordingAccordingAccordingAccordingtoto TonyTony.SchucrchTonySchucrchTony.SchuerchTonySchuerch. Schuerch ,
Instructor with ththe ExtensionExtension-
Center

Extension-
CenterCenter ,," University of Alaska atat-

Kotzebue
at-

KotzebueKotzebue , who was in FairbanksFairbanks-
last

Fairbanks-
week' last week ,

''thethe International-
Brotherhood

International-
Brotherhood

International
Brotherhood of Electrical WorkWorksWorks-

era

¬.
, ersera ._.- Local

L-
ocalLocal .1547.1547 (IBEWIBEW)) inIn-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage under the directiondirection-

ofof, Bud ' Garrison of ElectricalElectrical-
Apprenticeship

Electrical-
Apprenticesl1lpApprenticeshipApprenticesl1lp; school hashas-

'agreed
has-

agreed'agreed'agreed to cconductnduct an apprentice-
ship

apprenticeapprentice- ¬.-

ship program at the University-
Extension

University-
Extension

University
Extension Center in Kotzebue .

ScriuerchScliuerchSchuerch stated that this waswas-

soso$00$ that the Natives could leamlearnlearn-
In

learn-
inin their own environment ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan be brought into urban areasareas-
for

areas-
forfor that purpose .

The electrical apprenticeshipapprenticeship-
program

apprenticeship-
programprogram in KotzebueKottebue is alreadyalready-
two

already-
twotwo weeks underway with DougDoug-
McLean

Doug-

McleanMcLean at the helm , and accord-
ing

accordaccord-¬.-

ing to Bud Garrison , ""DoingDoing"Doing-
great

"Doing-
greatgreat .

"
""SomeSome time back ,. our peoplepeople-

need
people-

needneed some help in the housinghousing-
area

housing-
areaareaarea with plumbing , wiring ,

etc . ," stated Schuerch .

""InIn our area the unions sentsent-

strangen
sent-

strangersstrangersstrangen in who made bigbig-

money
big-

moneymoney , got paid a lot of over-

time
overover-¬.-

time , usually ; came back withwith-
that

with-
thatthat money and spent itiI inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks or Anchorage .

""SinceSince we have such a highhigh-

rate
high-

raterate of unemployment , thistJtis hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen a bone in the throatthroal ofof-

our
of-

ourour people for many , manymany-
years

many-
yearsyears . And , yet , when the unionsunions-
said

unions-
saidsaid , ''wellwell'wellwell,, send them down ;:

r,r-
we'llwellwcllwe'll' run them through ourour-

schools

our-

schootsschoolsschoots ;: they'lltheyll'' have to meet the

-.
qualifications like anybody else ,'

two things happenedhappehed ."*"*

""OneOne , our people generallygenerally-

were
generally-

werewere not ready to papaspass") thosethose-

exams
those-

examsexams ; mostly the mmathth . This isis-

where
is-

wherewhere they get shot down ."
"""SecondlySecondly , ititnevernever worksworks-

Nhen
works-

ThenvhenNhenThen you take sombody fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe village and send them in forfor-

vocational
for-

vocationalvocational training in the bigbig-

city
big-

citycity . We get a 9090%% failure raterate-

or
rate-

oror some ridiculous figure likelike-

this
like-

thisthis . ".
""It'sIts'' not- .purnot-purnotour.: environment :; wewe-

don't<don'tdont' feel atatit home there . PeoplePeople-

get
People-

getget homhomesicksck . They fallfair intointo-

problems
into-

problemsproblems with alcohol., sosoI,. I-

just
it\II\it-

justjust never .workswork$ . "

When asked if lack of setUnl-
yI

security-
m

securitysetUnly
inIm the urban environment waswas-

the
was-

thethe causeuuse of failure tn10to mostmost-
cases

most-
casescases ,. he said , ""YesYes Justlust beingbemgbeing-
far

bemg-
farfar from home and not beingbemgbeing-
used

bemg-
usedused to tJlthiss kindk10d of society AA-

large

A-

largelarge urban area is not the placeplace-

toto traintram our .,
people , especiallyespecially-

forfor intensiveantenslve vovocationalauonal train-
ing

tram-
ing

traintram-tramtrain--
ing . "

.
""WeWe just recentlyrecentJy ,, for thethe-

fast
the-

fustfirstfustfast time , got the electncal-

unton
electricalelectncalelectrical-

unionunionunton to consent to send ana-
nI

an-

instructorIinstructorstructor to Kot/ebueKotebueKou.ebueKouebueKotzebue/. . theythey-

are

they-

areare finishingfanuhang the second week ofof-

train.ing

of-

trainingtrainingtrain.ing. for electrical apprentice-
ship

apprentic-
esl

apprenticeapprentice-¬-

slshipp . Ten men are in thethe-

program
the-

programprogram , mostly unemployed .
1-

gave

I1I-

gavegave them a crash course 1-
0mathematics

tn10toto-

mathematicsmathematics . They passed wUh-

flying
withwUhwith-

flyingflying colors and they'retheyre' goinggoing-

full

going-

fullfull bore . These men are reallyreally-

senous
really-

seriousserioussenous , seeing that this is aa-

first
a-

firstfirst . It'sIts' an opportunity thatthat-
they've

that-
they'vethey'vetheyve' never had before , toto-

become
to-

becomebecome electrical journeymen
- - --- - --

eventually .
""TheThe"Theapprenticeship11i apprenticeship progrprogramprogram-

callscallsca11s for 12 weeks of training , atat-

the
at-

thethe end ofororV\VVw\whichkhtich they can make
$$11.0011.001100. per hourliour . They will getget-

periodic
get-

periodicperiodic raises until they reachteachteach-

journeyman
teach-

journeymanjourneyman level , which is aboutabout-

SI7.00$$17.0017.001700SI7.00SI700$17,00., an hour .
"

""NowNow , the men In thethe-

electrical
the-

electricalelectrical program are in a 1212-

week
12-

weekweek coursecoune , and they ,canan onlyonly-

do
only-

dodo the first six weeks inin-

Kotzebue
in-

KouebueKotzebueKouebue . The second sixWe weeksweeks-
wiJJ

weeks-
willwillwiJJ be in Anchorage . By then , .
they will have the background ,

and the associationassoctation of the menmen-

they
men-

theythey are in classdass with . TheyThey-

will

They-

willwill be living in close proximityproximity-

toto one another They'llTheyllThey1J' just bebe-

continuing

be-

continuingcontinuing on The reason thatthat-

they
that-

theythey have to go to AnchorageAnchorageI-

Sis that the equipment theythey-

need
they-

needneed to finishfanlSh their trainingtraming is" jj-

locatedlocated manto AnchorageAnchorage-
When

Anchorage-
When

ww-

WhenWhen asked if there willwill-

be

will-

bebe any more programs of this-

03ture
this-

nature
thuthis

nature03ture for the NANA region an-

the
inanin-

thethe resirest of the trades ., SchuerchSchuerch-

said
huef hh-

saidsaid , ""II hope $soo We'reWere'
Jus-

tgttU
justjust-

gettinggettinggttUg the electricaltlectrJ-aItlectrJaItlectrJaIoneelectricalone,- one off theIhe 11-

groundground now ., but we hope to10 gogo-

through
go-

throughthrough all the vocationalvocatlunal areasareas-

that
areas-

thatthat we have a neednetd torlor in Lhe-

NAN
theLhethe-

NANANANNANAA reregionon We'veWeve' set a prepre-

cedentcedenteden t All we have to ddo. J I-

SfolJow

Is-

follow
is

followfolJow it11 up and kkeep<p thethe-

snowball
the-

snowballsnowball rollingrollang .

""TheThe electricalelectrJcaJ apprenuceapprenticeshipapprenticeship-
program

JtpJtpp-

rogramprogram is a ''firstfirst'' for ourour-

people
our-

peoplepeople . It'sIts' exciting '"" statesstates-

Schuerch
states-

SchuerchSchuerch


