Spring means
celebration on
St. Lawrence
Walrus Carnival

by Holly F. Reimer
Fumedrw i cegmarier

Woleus and whale bunting seuson is
o wowsd andreanion thad 10's sprimguime
v S, Lawrence [sland andd (hat
mieans i's time for celebration

Sinee 1965 villagers at Savounga
huve held an annual Wadrus Camival
I's just afier the bowhead whales have
migrited past the islund and wheno
hunters cun start preparing for walros
T ER

This year, the carmival 1s scheduled
lior June 22t 24

And this year there s much ciause
tor celebrunon. Both villnges met their
Iowhend whiale queras of Tour whiles
vach and springiime came a litte e
Iy conmpasred 1o last year when Gambel|
strueck omt and ended wp wath oo whiale
rivedt Tor the year ad Savoonga only

gt dine whale
cprdinued on page . thirfgan



e Walrus Carnival planned

Eontingad from page o

I has been an extraordinary yom
We have been blessed,” James
Waghtyi. chatrperson and organizer of
the carmval sud during a recent
telephone interview

But, he said, the blessing was uc
tually a case of circumstance — good
weather conditions.

Waghiyi said this year the carnival
s going tw be a limle differen
Villagers aren’t only celebrating the
walrus harvest season but also re-

ng of the horder between Alaska
and the Soviet Union.

He said before the ice curtmin was
drmwn shut over 48 years ago, Eskimo
people from both sides would fre-
quently visit each other.

Both the Soviet and Alaska groups
of Eskimos speak the same langunge,
nrid many are related

“New Chapling is the secomd el
thement of w group of blood ties. We
consider their people and the ol
village of Chaplino as our other
mither village,” he said,

He said the New Chaplino people
came from Savoongn. Savoonga had
heen started carlier by people from
Gambell around 19X,

Waghiyi said before the cold war

would gather togother on either
side of the border and have dances and

‘It has been an

extraordinary
year. We have

been blessed.’
—James Waghiya

celebrations. He sald miny ol the
dances are suill performed by hoth
RFOUDS.

Nine dancers from New Chapling
will be attending the celebrutions ulong
with danece groups from Gambell and
Suvoonga

Waghiyi suud the Siberian Eskimos
have similar celebrations ealled holy
days. He said the Siberians have in-
vited severnl Savoonga residenis to
join in the Soviets' whale celebration
on July 21,

To commemorate this year's car-
pival 8 T-shint fesuring the Soviet,
Alaska and American flags on it along
with walrus and people will be
uvittlnhle



