AL ALK A

Wright’s subsistence strategy: Leave it alone

by Geoll Kennedy
fue the Tusdrs Times

Editor s note: Thix s the seventh in
a series of articles the Tundra Times
will be running on candidates for
governor and lieutenant governor

“Nothing. Leave it alone ™

That's Republican  gubernitorial
candidate Don Wright's strategy on
how to deal with Alaska's subsistence
controversy.

The atnte shinild simply comply with -
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federal law, which guarantees sub-
sistence rights for rural Alaskuns, he
said. As governor, Wright would ef-
fect compliance * administratively™
instead of passing o lnw, changing the
constitution or calling o special ses-
siom, he said.

“Calling n special  Session iy

stupid, "’ he smd. *“They ought to call
a special session (just) to tesch peo-
ple the conytitution. ™

Wright calls the state’s executive,
legislative and judicial branches of
government higoted’” because, he
suys, they fnil to recognize that the
state constilution requires Alaska to
confiorm o federal law, which ensures
sovercign tribal rights

“The (state) constitution his o
disclulmer clause,”” which means, he
said, “1t's unconstitutionad for the stabe

bo pass anything repugnant to federal
liw and federal statutes.

All politicians swear to uphild both
sinte and federal constitutions, he said

The 1990 Legislature failed to
replace the subsistence law the stute
Supreme Couwrt declored unconstitu-
tonal Jast December. Gov, Sleve
Cowper predicts o special session to
prepare a constitutional wmendment
for a vole of the people this
November, bul Cowper smd lost
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e \Wright would ‘open the country’ with roads

clari sl Brenmn e i

el e dowesn'l yel havie the vides
o make such o sessom fewsible

Askod how he woukd cope with
dechimimg, revenoes, Wright sud he
wouldn 't huve o cope with such o
SR

Predhictions ob o deelime m revenocs
it Prudbise By ol reserves dimimish
e i ks cry ol “woll” by magor i
dostoies oy seure  the people: ol
Alnska, " he sand, " Thore's plenty of
ol coal, Bish ol tmber.

Ak s shwindind aturi] resourees
will elavmure the geed W aipose o
piersomal e Lo, rad the Perma
nent Funid earmimgs, cul aad 1o local
povcrnments o cut the st work
LIRS [TCRESTI T4

Hait, o pvering, e wewhd v whiag
he  considers  worthless  stafe
comphisees, putionkorky oty ol
dss sttt trneys peneral

He culled the Depuartiment ol Jiiw

the mpeet wvrrapt o the state

A governor. he woiilld retivn 1he
Hural Aloska Television Negwaorl, gl
P Posser Comt Egualigation Progrom
Aand he woondd pese the 825000 onth
Teneew ity ot payments o keep up
with anflation

Worighl would develog the edomsiny
ol rural Alaskae by promoting
hydroeleatrie - power  plunts and
highwoys  amd  wpgrading  wirpors
throughout the stale

The Rampant Dam, propised or In
verr Alska three diecidies ago, wonlid
he environmentally perfect, e sl

W wanldn L have bis b Fossal
Tucls, ANl imdustey could be elec
tefied,”” e satd! * Aliska would be
el for hydim dar the world! I
sl create perianent jobs all over
the state.”

Woreht wonld apgrnde amd widen
Phe Daabion Highway oo Fairbanks

Al b sl bl
b delwiork o oroads o0 Noine,
Kotzehue, Hethel and other com
it o open the country, "

e stk Can baabild ronds wiliom
spending  exorbitunt amodnmts ol
ey, he sald, as long dy 0 avouds
pelyimg foo much on the Departmen
ol Transportation and  Pubibic
Facihinies, which be regards s one ol
the most expensive burcaucracies i
thi state

Bl s wath men, warmen aid
epuipariet, b sand, o don 't bald
el el ot

Every small aupon e the stale
sl be g rded wo andle Hercules
Attt el gets, ol mecessary, he said

He would also puke medical
surunce avinloble W evervone aml
ke everyone's promary. ploce ol
resthence exgmpt lron propery tgs

Fanally . the ste \!IIIHIJHL.IH{* band
avadlable w a1 residents, alihi wigth
stummpuge andd surtace poyaliies froan
the band wonhild remamm the stite s, e
saaiil

The money Frown ol these progeames
wilid comie from developowent of the
state s putural resourees, he sand

“loa plice hike Alaska, theres mo
need (o tax the people,” he said

Wrght has noplans to aald or ex
paned any other social services 1o pural
Aluski

oot ke poomises 1 ocan't
keop, ™ he sl

His clowing comment:

S vhe people of thes stale wani o
unifiedd state, then they vught 1o vite
Wiight -

Wright, 00, o Cowach’ in Athabascan,
Hvees i Furbanks, where he grduated
fronn M High Schoal. He's marmed
and  has  five childeen apd 12
grandchildren

He's runming lor governor for the
At tome. the thand  fime as 0

fin Fruddbvoe Tay

HL‘ virbshaan. M rian os o Dermoerat i
974 i as Alnskan Independence
l‘.u‘lj.r candudyte in 1978
He way o charter organizer of the
Aliska Federation ol Natives amd s
lirst elected first vive president in
6K, Hie served as AFN president in
712
He was acharter memiber of the Na
tonal Tribal Charman’s Association
afid the Aliska representative w the

ALl
fdians

He spent o year and a hall as o chiel
negatitor for the 1971 Alaska Natve
Claiers Settlement Act and ook
Woround trips from Aluska to
Washinglon, DO, during thit time

He wos an alternate delegate 1o the
96K Democratic Natiomal Convention
i Chicago and has ran for Congress
and the state Senpie

Congress of  American



