Potlatch honors Kodiak graduates

by Mike Rostad

Tow M Doavsdvm Nimes

KODAK Ciraduates of Kok
Iadiomad sohosisls were honored o a
potdarch and pow wow recently , spon
sivte] by the Indian Educatiom Marem
i n|||1|n|i.||_1' ol the Kok Islamld
Horouph' Schoul Distnet.

Fhis is the Liest time Tor such un
event. Somgs, dances and words of en
commgement were preaonied ns gills
1o the gradises, They are taking *one
e step into the unknown,  secord
g (o Pete Olsen, Kodink elder who
gave the mvocation

Featured at the pow wow were the
Shoonag Tribal Duncers of Kodiak and
the Muormmg St amd Northern Lights
binter- Tribal Pow Wow Clubs of An
chotage. The Shoomwg Duncers in
trinduved vew dancers, Chiistine g
patim, Landa Lester, Trsha Cox and
lohn Demnentieff.  The proup s
alinioesd i A pertormuaiees sie i1 wis
formed mine mopths hpao

Alter the potlach, people entercd
the buditorauem ol the Kodk sl
High S¢howl 1o the sounds of chantug
amd dnom beats

Dirgmmers sal in o circle in the
cotier ol the pym amd chahied os
dineers reprexenting Native tnibes an
Adiska, the Lower 45 and Central
Moericn, came o the maditorivm
| cading the duncers were darrieers ol
the Amercan omd Alpska Thags

Sam Lamebull, of the Monhem

. — — =

Lights, took issue with the oot Hhat
MNutives nre losimg thewr culture

1 ockon 'l Believe Nanves can i
sorniething so precious, We believe o
wayh are coming back Wl over the
Unied States. " he soid. " People are
secing how precws our dances and
SOngs dre.

Laneball suid he was happy 1o see
the dancers from Kodink and stressed
the lllllllliﬂlh'l" il I.IPI1'IrT'|lllHl!||' AU
When young people sing the songs,
dance the dances mind wark on the
costuntes. they “re less hkely (o petn
vilved with aleohol and drug abuse,
he said

{ e € emivetar, alwove fefr, otid diech
S |"-|I|'|'_II e i..l'l-‘lll "-”.‘.l" n ”Fl
welliemie 'y Dhaniers pee, aof fu
ledr, aiokye Browsr, cimd, ar fefv, Chirgs
Thiv is  the frEnl  Frre
erisdioites of Kowliak Isfaned sl
wiery' Mewirvedd in o peitladch wned praow
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