Walker named Native health board director

Anne M. Walker has been numed
1o the top adminstrative post al the
Alaska Native Health Board, accord-
ing 1o ANHB, und bourd members say
the chunge marks the organization’s
entry into a new decade of advocacy
on behalf of Alaska Natives stsewide.

Walker has been selected by the
board 1o replace outgoing Executive
Directowr Dennis DeGiross, who re
signed im March
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Wilker, an Inupiag leom Kotrehue,
hrings (o the (ob diverse expericnee in
health, management and consalting
She holds o muster's degree in publi
health sciences and worked lor the
Norton Sound Health Corp. in Nome
tor seven years a5 director of com
munity health service and o membsee
of the organization’s management
team

Walker's responsibilities ai NSHC

included  oversight of 15 village
clinics, a residential alcohol treatmen
center, supervised living apariments
for the chromcally mentally il and an
ambulance service, She supervised
| 50 people, managing a budget of $6
mallion

She left NSHC an 1989 10 stan 2
business ol her own, Archic Intenia
tional Consulung and Management.
As g comsuliant, she write grants and
worked on projects, one of which was
to st the University of Alaska « In-
stitite of Corcumpolar Health Studies
i coorthmating troved for g mediconl ex
change group 0 the Soviet ' o

She hos visiled the S o0 ' sl
three tmcs amd has heen W Cirees ol
s b representatve o the T Creun
podiar Comference, providimg techmeal
asdastunce on health issoes onthe [ o
Gieneral Assembly

Wilker has served on the Gowvel
nor s Mental Health Advisory Boand
andd 15 also o o member ol the Sule
Emergency  Response Cominission,
whuch deals with harardous materials
muanagement, mcluding ol spill
rENpOnse

In regard o her new position w
ANHB, Walker stated thar her Tust
priorines will be internal orgamizaton,
strutegic planning with the bowrd,
whose membership  compriscs
represemtatives from each ol the 12
Native regions, and policy and ad-
viwwacy for Naotive health ssues,
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shitewide andd nationwile

A exevutive thrector, Walker wall
b pariculirly concermed. with am
plemenitaton of policy . such as the In
dian Selt Determumution and Educition
Assisiance Act, which allows inibal en
fities to provide health care through
contraet with the Indinn Heulih
Service

Walker indentilicd important issucs
for Natves as being preveniion ol
AIDS and other  health  problems
reluted to lifestyle and culiural disrup
Lo, such as hearnt disease, dinbetes,
substance abuse, suwimde and Tamily

As executive direc-
tor, Walker will be par-
ticularly concerned
with implementation
of policy, such as the
Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education
Assistance Act. . .
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Walker enpovs outdisr activ mies
remding. and gardemng o her spar
time, bul describes her grontest per
st ] amlerest s ot ikl Corsee
vation . She recently helped deat the
I Regoomal Convervislion STratepy

tramiework document Tor the Foug
cumpolar Conference.  whh ol
ihresses sueh pies as subsistenc
entablishment of a centrulieed databuase
for trodhimorsal prbants s amomals dsed
by Eskimo people and a regster of 1n
i comservalion caperts



