FAA authorizes island’s use for treatment center

The war on drugs in Alaskn has goi-
ten a boost from the Federal Aviation
Agency, according to the Southeast
Alnska Regional Health Corp.

The FAA has wnnounced it 1s grani.
ing the Sitka-based Adolescent
Residentinl Trestment Center n permit
to use a section of Biorka Island, 13
miles south of Sitks, as the location
fior its wilderness chall program,
The island wos tormerly the site of an
FAA navigation facility.

“We're extremely plensed to
receive this timely support from the

FAA," suid Art Willman, vice presi

dent of SEARHC, which operates the
trentment program. The program pro-
vides substance abuse treatment for at-
risk Native youths. from throughout
Alnska.

The Adolescent Residentinl Treat-
ment Center is currently using a
remite Forest Service facility mt False
Island in Peril Strait for its wilderncss

rogram. Earlier this year, the Forest
Ecrv‘.n: revealed plans o open False
Islund 1o logging activities by the
Aluskn Pulp Corp

As o result, the site will no longer
be suitahle for youth progriams, smd
Willmun. However, it is still unclear
whether the program will be able 1
maove soon (o Biorks shand, he added

The bunkhouses and other buildings
on False Island, which were al one
time # Forest Service Young Adul
Conservation Corps camp, have
served as idenl facilities for the treat-
ment  program, ssid Willman.
SEARHC would like to see the
bulldings moved to the new Biorks
Istaned site, he said

The progrum offers 60-day seqsions
for groups of 12 10 16 youths, The firs

part of the program takes place wi the
giain treatment center facility  near
Mount Edgecumbe Hospital in Sirki

After several weeks, the group
moves ol o the remote site for the
wilderness part of the progrm, which

incorporates adventure-based counsel
ing n which youths experience per-
somal growth through overcoming oul
door challenges



