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Abvakana of Mgy was born at Smith Bay in the Barrow area

UAF graduate never lived
in dorms, set foot in class

by Emma A. Ahvakans
fur the Tumdrs Times

Among several hundred degrees

handed out through the University of

Alnska Fairbanks last month, one
belonged to d44-year-old mother of
three and grandmother of five,
Elizabeth A. Ahvakana ol Nuighu
She earned a bachelor ol ans degree
in elementary education

Ahvakana was born at Smith Bay m
the Barrow arca amd rased on the
North Slope of Alaska. She hus lived
all her hife in the villages of Harrow,
Kakiovik and Nuwgsui

Shé is marned to the Rev. Nelson
N. Ahvakana, and wgether they have
three grown children.

Ahvakanna started teaching in Bar
row iy an eirly childhood education
weacher from 1976 10 1979, She taugh
in Koktovik from 19749 w 1982, and
her most recent teaching posinon s ul

Trupper School in Nubgsul.

During the years simce 1976, she has
taken courses through the univemsity s
Coblege of Human and Rural Develop
ment, Cross-Culiural  Education
Development, Rural Educstion, North
Slope Higher BEducation Cemter and o
lew from Sheldon Jackson College in
Sitka

She has never set fool in a college
vinsstoom nor lived in college dorms
She has tiken o majority of her courses
theough home course study. She has
lived her goal by teaching i a rural
Alaska commumty for 14 years, And
for 15 vears, she has labored with col
lepe homework while cooking, clean
ing s rmnmtlhl’ﬂc‘ children

Ahvakaoa  has  plans o enmll
through home courses this fall and
work twowind her miaster’s degree. She
sy s she won 't stop until she gets her
doctorate



