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o o than 25 vears 1 have beard
Pas it stories commng Trom Poin
Barrow about this Tégendiry peerson,
Sudie Neakok. But of has been hurd 1o
st o the facts Tromn the mviths vonl
| read Murgaret Blackman's new book
ahout Sadie Brower Neakok

Fhe bk is an exceptionally gisxl
brography [or two réasons

Frarst, Dir. Bloackman hos worked om
a solution to one of the mum probleamns
wilh biogriphy o 1o provide
boackgronind anformatn and  imter
pretation, and stll allow the people
e speak for themselves

T s whint shie has done. Meakok s
uetual descoplions or autobiography
15 st an repulir type. Backmuan's coimn
ments and historical matenals are sel
it iwbivired rype, so the redder can
disvnguish ooe Trom the other guite
canly

Thas techmigue has another advan
tapre, the reader learms not ondy aboi
Meakok and ber Wle, but alsy sees o
i historical perspective and n the
lowal setting

The second reason why fns o5 an o
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It is direct and
straightforward, but
with a subtle sen-
sitivity regarding
personal matters
and cultural dif-
ferences,

ceptiomally good ography s because
of the subpect, Sadie Brower Neakok
Duughter of the famwous Charlie
Hrower amd s wile Asiangiatig
MNeakok hus spent a bifetime gy a full
wrncipam an twoo cultures, She dil
uve some problems when she firs
went Ouiside 1o school in the saume
way thar anyone wiho s drppped inio
an o] sitatiom s difbeuliies
Hur narrusive s both phalospophial
amd ol the samw tme very carthy i
15 direet and stroghtforward . but with
vsubtle sensitivity reganhing person

al matters and cultural differences

Muny stonies 1 hive resd  aboul
Neakoh have been concerning her role
s Barrow magisirate

Chapter  eight, ““Farthest North
Judpe, ™" sonrts oud the fuct Trom the fic
Lo 10 Lhese stories. The nead chaprer
A Malter of Survival’ puts the whole
subsmistence  gssuc o proped
perspective

The bodk ds an dnportant ceport o
Life i Pomi Barrow and cross culiorud
protilems

For tion-Alaskans whose only b
mstion o the Northern Eskimos
comes Toom stereotypes amd sensa
tonadism, the book should help clear
upr roany . mistiken idess

Fo Aluskuns, especinlly those of us
whio baive only b Tinitied visits to the
North Slope area, ot provides muh
iteded nlormuateon watly & insader s
explunatin

Chver the venrs, there have béen
several  goad  Wographes o
sitobiopruphics  abour  Nalive
Adiakoans, bt | would rte Blovkman
lutesd |1uh]n_'.;|||nt| Wilie  Hriwer
Neakok . An frnpridg Winmtien, the best
| hove seen so Lur



