Chukchi students write for ‘real world’

by John Creed
LUhukihl News and Infurmailon Servkcs

KOTZEBLE -
ulwn}y':lieu.'l by lines,

What™s a byline? A byline usually
uppears at the wp of a news story o
OPRMNON plece ienlicates who wite
the story

And if people don’t always read
bylines, fewer stll notice the source
of @ SlOTY I A neEWSpaper Or Magazine,
siich as whether the writer & a staff
reponter, o correapondent, or whether
the story came Trom o bews service
such s the Associated Press

Ad the 1op of thas pieve, for exdim
ple, vour Lind Chokoli News il In
formation Service: [ vl e curiois
itwantd that, read on

v owoaple ol vedrs oago, |owas
waonbdriing  whether  some ol iy

People don’i

Wi ime students hete al Chakehy Col N

s i the Northwest Archic Borough
wnihd share therr work swith o wiildey
dimbverioe tham gt e clissimmes bl
e

Irirong spomg scanester 1988, Lo
expmple, o wornan i Enlhinghim
Chukchy College olfers courses by
aushoconierence throughout mist ol
rutl Alaska — wis working on an
drgumentulive essay aboul how pro-
posed regulutions on village health
andes could threnten therr jobs

| thiviaght she hid stared her case
well, backing o up withe soluld
cvidenoe

Alter severnl rewnies 1o “Tmoke 1
st s they suy, | suggemed we
swind 0w an . Anchorage  dily
mewspaper, even though we bl
Dgared o was a longshot

A few days glier we subommed .
thovgh, an edior called o say e
plonned 0 oo the piece on the
edarial page

We o tested o lew more stadent
witimgs b other newspapers around
the state, amd 1o our nmizement, every
paper usad it Teast one piece we sib
mtted for publication

Were we omo sancthing! We
weren 't sure ol this poant, but we ol
ko (it stuidents who were pub
Hsdied ceally gol pteed 1o see ther

GAIE A0 prand,

1 knew & lot of peaple were going
Vo read what | wirote, so | wrote il over
wod over ugain, " one student wold me

Meanwhile, we were (rying to give
this Medgling project some kind of
wlentity, no matter where the wrting
wiis dustributed in Alaska.

We flinally settled on Chukchi News
andd Information Service, o nama (hit
cunild cover both stnught news storics
and opimion pieces,

Ower the past couple years, Chukehl
Mews and Information Service has
distributed news stones, features and
eEsiys 0 pewspapers and magazines
runging from the local P WA 1)
Wotrebue to the stte s mujor dailies

This newspaper, the Tundr Times,
s Been especally cooperative and
stipportve of our studeris efforts

S fur, the projpeet secims 10 e work
pg . althougely conbdn aspects are begin
menge Wy leel Dike mediouy “lactory
Watbh.

Evervome pets excited, ubout new
projects at hest. bad after a while, vou
redlize that the mdivdual atlanbion
necded w bring papers 1o pablicaton
standirds eventually wears thin

Nevertheless, the rural ol Natve
valce we  conunue 1o see coning
though  oor  students”  angue  ex
;'H"lli,'lli.'l.‘ llll'b‘l‘.'-‘.'u LS £

Wha can argue that rural Alaskans
o tt brong réemarkable raw ralierials
w there writing”?

vk amstance, miost Chukohn writing
vhasses reguire o twopage
autobviogruphy as e el assagnmment .
Mien, w life story might read
something hike this: **1 grew up L
g traditiomal Tnapeag Tilestyle. My
fmly truvelead by doge team. We lived
i compds and followed the carthow, ™

Apart Trom the natural cunosimy that
suich writing engenders, these stories
are sunply waorth recording,

We feel Chukchi News and Infor-
mabion Service is making a small bai
iiportant contribution o history by
recordimg the hves of ordinary rural
Adaska residents. many of whom grew
up e another world,

b aadddivion . studemts alsoo wrile on
pesnes thit all Alaskans, and in some

vases, all Amencans, wre concerned
about, such ws corporal pumshment in
the schools, cconomic development,
fish farmang in Alaskn — even the
benelits of mutual Tunds.

Publishing shows studenis thal the
press, uf least in Aliska, s accessible
if you're willing 1o put the time into
pood writing.

students we get in these courses do
nol plan writing as o carcer. On the
contrary.

Like college students everywhere,
st Chukehi students (ake freshman
and sophomore Enghsh composition
clussey, for exmmple, becase it's o
reguirement. Kicking andd scream
g, o other woeds

That™s o bad, becase §ean't thank
o tivere wsetul amd pecessary collepe
courses tan those o wobmg. 1 you
cian’t wine, you don't get throngh el
lepe, mueh less make o protessiomal:
by O comrse, o lew megquired Engtlish
;nllllllllhlllll.ll1 LEMATS0S Ll rlilrh.' 1]
tgehe up ford lifetiome of poor wiiting
kbl

Many students come (0 us
prepared, but [ belleve tust differs linde
froun the scores of apen-entry colleges
and Amversities brross Admeriva.

Owernll, Chukeh students” wnting
ubilittes runge widely. Many come 1o
us with i crushing need for imtensive
developmental work  Dthers can stack
up gwmst the bestoin the country.

e former composition student
researched and wrote the first known
history of Healy, south of Fairbanks
oh the Parks Highway. lor her term
puper m Enghsh 21350 1 wld her she
showled bl of oweely and domate o copy
tir the local library,

Through Chukehn News and Tntog
II‘II.'I."I"{I H:‘!F\‘H‘l‘:. W H‘}' i muivaic
people 0 understand the power of
writing — to persuade. o mave, (o
help the world understand your world
a httle better. That motivation also
comes Trom foends and relatives who
read 0 student's pieces in the
newspaper and then pay the writer o
nive complinent

We don’t muove the ﬂ"il]ﬂ"."ﬂ closer
for rural wntimg studems. Rather, we
capect all students 10 improve thedr

writing dramatically, whether they
come into class cocky or scared 1o
death. For just about all students, we
Find that Chukchi News and Informa-
tion Service offers an equal incentive
to reach beyond just “‘deing the
assignment’’ 10 writing for a real
wnlience,

Oh, mudents sull complaim about all
the rewrites und the browbeating and
the time commitment that wriling
requites. After all, delayed gratificn-
thon can mean, as mentioned earlier,
tnking all semester (o mmprove one

r 1o publication quality.

n fur, students olten don't see ther
elfores i prant until o lew weeks after
the semester ends because il tkes that
forig te gel the fooal edits completed
Bt when stodents know they miay get
published, d trnstorms the sk from
duty 1o ¢hallenge

i discovering tha §oreally like
wribing, " @ Kotzebye studenr | 've
known for vears told me the onber
might  She s king  Jdevelopmeniul
Eoglish, which prepares students T
volleee-level classes. this  somesier
trom Chukchi's other English/jour
nalivm professor

husun (Andrews) told me  she
wants (o publish my autohiography, ™
this student told me, beammg, I want
to get it perfect 've realized that 1
really need w work onomy gramenr

This wioman, m her lite M, 1y
eled by dog team with her family and
frvesth an i reindeer canip when she wis
very youmg. Her Firs ‘Fuuguugt; E8 1T
upiag. Like many Native students,
wriling and speaking stundard English
does ot come naturally, 1 thoughi
abont these things us we talked

1 want (o take English 111 nexy
spemester.” she wld me

What! She warnts 1o tike an English
cimnpesition requirement”

My friend, you are out of charicter,
I thought. You're supposed 10 be kick-
ing and screanung.

John Cresdl ix o professor al
Chokoh College, a Branch campres in
Korzebue of the University of Alaska
Fuoirbinks, Heteaches English, jowr
mtlisen imgd Alaxkie Native stidies,



