Selawik meeting focuses on education
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| oain pledased 1o anmoance thait the
Pt Conmmniiee on School perfor
e, which 1 coeehirr . will meoet in
Selwik Frodoy 1o addmess mapor issues
ot 1o the umgue  edueatonad
el o) maral Alaski

Inupiat Paitot
People's Heritage

OPINION

Phe commmimes will heur public
sty ard disouiss varioms issues
pelabing Lo edueut o

Last yvears the Legishilure estab
lished the Jont Commmiites on Schiool
Fertormmmee o the grounds thit thene
s widesprewd public concern Tor the
condition ‘ot school perforimance
Adasku

Ax o mcans for the Legslatore
fulfall st responsibibity (o maintan o
system o pubbic schools, the comimil
tee wos instructed w wlentily  those
subjects for poonty legishtive stien
ton that maght enable school perfor
miance e be mproved

Fov o this, o Tiest was tecessury o
find out what 15 in need of betterimen
Fhis the committee his been doing
through public hearings, attendance wt
proflessional  education  association
el conlercnees with sehool and
umversity persommel, reviews ol muany
ettty ol itdrmal work sessions

Much of what we loarned aboit
sehnbing o commmendoble, bl we
have determined  that ol school
distrs pecd o rethink soine of then
TSI hes (i provinge  scluol
[ B T T
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pcmdiationes  and  tntrodduced e
leplsbative  mwiasures W inpleniem

Adter o 1ot ol hard work, wi
succeedded o passing two of the three
ricasures. Howse Bill 468 and) House
Clonmcurrent Kesolution b

them

HB 469 eovompasses three of Tive
counmmties recommendatmons.  Those
include

*Having mandated siate goals ol
cducation

#Estublishing mundatel messures ol
achievement

*Friwiding incentives lor the im
provement of school performance

In a nutshell, HB 4649:

*Declares o state educpion policy

sReguires the State Board of Educn
Fon b adopd statew ide poals

*Roedquires chch sehool district 1o
adopt wrnitlen goals

sReguines  the compilation of o
schuool dastrict reporn card’ assess
g the perlommance ol school and
shidents

of pesides Ui " burd Lo the i
el ol sehool performanes

& bbbl ishes by eary s biced beogyrds,

The work of the Joint Committee
is not over. This interim we hope to
meet in various areas throughout
the state to continue our work
toward improving school perfor-

mance in Alaska.

i Keginal Educanonal Anendance
ATt

*Provades for the development nind
i pletmentution of o physical preven
fadive mamntengnee progoom for school
laciitics.

HUR 46 wddiesses unother comml
e recommendation by creating
special interngency commitiee 1o

o pordhinate health and family ser
vice progrums  related 0 sehool
petormance.

*[dentdy the most cntical social and
health barriers 10 learmming

sBstublsh plans to overcome thivse
barriees

*Take responsability lor implemment
g those plans

Withewt o umbicd ettort on the part
of the various wgencies charged wih
providing health, socl, legal amd
cducational services, there i little
hikelthood thal we waill avercisme the
showrteomibhgs fouml i Commumbies
throughout the sk

The potential for o umiTied approach
Gy wiek i Adbska s profivsnge. il
already . somie state personmel have in
inted ellors o exhmine problems

from  An anteragency  porspective
However, sustiined, coordimated
mgency., school and commumty eltors
reguired 1o make o lastng difference
aming those children now unprepared
of unahle 10 learm because ol en
vironmental  shoftconungs  require

rompting and  funding by  the
Rugi.ﬁ]nluru

T that end, and thanks o Gov
Steve Cowper and the work of 1the
lomt Commuttee, the Legislature
added 517 mullion for operating cosis
amd 53 3 million for capital coxts 1o
the Head Start Progrom, a worthwhile
elfort dedicated 10 helping children
overcome barmiers (o learning

The work of the Jomt Commatiee is
notover, Ths interim we bope o meet
i vapious areas throughout the state
o contimie wur work fisward impros
g sehool performance in Alaska.

I you have any guestions relating
tx the upcomimg school pertormance
meeling in Selawik o on any olbe
mstes of concern, pleise don’t hesilate
oy wcomtact my ofhice ot S65-483 1 (ool
leety.  Thank  Yob,  Ouveneicnk
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