Thompson named JOM student of year

Ryan Thommpson was named winme
of the Overall Swudent of the Yeur
Award for 1989 at the Johrson
U Mudley Stodent Awards Ceremony
recently

Nhompson, ongimully from Moun
ton Village, has been coming o An
choruge o uttend school since the age
of 5. He s currently enrolled at West
High School through the Alaska State
School for the Deaf. He has hived in
three foster homes in order 1o attend
wehool in Anchorage and hay hved in
the Deeal Program’s Student Leamning
Center for the past iwo yvewrs of high
schoot

Phompson s @ student who has
demonstrated ner strength and deter
munation by performing exceptional
I well vo sehool wn spate of the hard
sty he s had tooovercome. Besides
tzenge et Thompson higs bl o wd
just 1o Lile mothe city bs opposed o
vl willinge Life in his home. He also

haes had o adjust wo living with fosies
parents who at first were strangers o
HTH

Fhompson has been actively n
volved i the West High School
Culture Club and plays basketball
Duning the past two years, he has
mever missed a !'H'-Ii.'HL'E Or g game
Thompyson has also competed in the
Nutive Youth Olympics for the pasi
P VAT

“Even though it"s hard 1o be away
fromm family and friends in Mountuin
Village, | like Anchorage because
there wre more deal people 0w com
mupicate and associate with here,™
Fhompson said, speaking throogh in
terpreter Sharon Camck

After hagh sehool, Thompson plans
tir contime by education at col lege o
a vocabional schobl. He currenily
manlaans a 3 308 grade poinl average
He s interested in becoming a printer

‘Even mnugh it's
hard to be away
from family and
friends in Mountain
Village, | like An-
chorage because
there are more deaf
people to commun-
icate and associ-
ate with here.’

—Ryan Thompson
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