Native Village opens at Alaskaland

FAIRBANKS AN impressive
sigen with the words “Nuotive Village'”
o it towers over the far cormer of the
Alaskalund Pack. Within view i the
Chena River, and wild irses are
sprouting along the tence by the bike
path

A marrow stresm meanders through
the center of the Natve Village,
dividing o small, natural stage from the
Mwl: I5-seat umphitheater. Now
weeks of preparation are payimg off m-
the Nitive Village wt AerE:L
for anciher season of muvillm

Hernice Joseph, 26, is the manager
ol the Native Village. She amnd
stfT, as well as some volunieers, have
wpent the lust few miomhs making the
Necessury  preparations o welcome

anether seanon of visiors

The Native Village olters visiton an
averview of Alasks Nuative culture,
with emphasis on Athabascan culture
of the Interior. There are samples of
Uifferent Native architecture, including
an Eskimo and an Athabascan kushim,

The muscum at the Native village
15 part of the guided tour and has gone
through changes undeér Joseph’s
management. [tems are arcanged by
the scasons of subsistence und are a
combination of older and newer
antifacts,

Beginning in July, peformances of
the play “'The Athabascan Ex-
perience”’ will tke place dml:.- from
Tuesday through Sunday. The play
was written especially for the Native

village and wells the Ahtabascan story
of creation and tradibional Hfe

Athabascan elders were hghly in
volved durmg the wniting of the play
anid 1 deciding whiat beliefs angd
sluries o portray.

CWe owant the sudience o leave
with a sense of the respect fhat
Athabascans huve Tor the land, the

respurces umnd their culture,”' said
Joseph.
The Bethel “*Spicut o all Things"

theater is scheduled 1o appear from Ju.
ly 15-24, when an hour-long drama

will be performed. There are also
plans (o schedule Native dancers Trom
the Sowviet Llmon i late Jaly

Besides the plays, Juseph also hay
arvinged  for o wviriety ol drtist
demonsteations  on  weekgnls
throughout the season. These include
spruce oot basket muking and wory
an bedleen carving July 7-8, Burch burk

basket making July 14-15 and bead
working and ovask carving later in the
summet



