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COMMUNICATIONS STRESSEDSTRESSED-STRESSEDSTRESSEDUniversity-;- University of AfwfcaAbskaA PresidentPresident-
Robert

President-
RobertRobert Hiatt , extremeex'treme'

right , and his Board of Regents this yearyear-

pIcked
year-

pickedpicked three men involved in communications on whom thethe-

university
the-

universityuniversity conferred honorary degrees and these men are , left toto-

right
to-

rightright : Robert W . Sarnoff ., Chief executive officer of RCA ; WilliamWilliam-

Randolph
William-

RandolphRandolph Hearst , Jr . , director of Hearst Corp . ; and Howard Rock ,

editor of the TgndraTundra Times . The honors were conferred on aa-

sunny
a-

sunnysunny afternoon on May 19 on the campus of the University ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska . - Photo by JIMMY BEDFORD
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Degrees ConferredConferredononon-

Communications
'

CommunicationsCom-'municationsCom-munications MenMen-

AtAt CommencementCCmmenmmen ementCommencementBy
By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

FAIRBANKS

BAUMAN-

FAIRBANKS

BAUMAN-

FAIRBANKSSundayhonotedSundayhonoredFAIRBANKS - The University of Alaska Sunday
honoredhonoted for their distinguished achievements in comcom-com-
munications

com-
munications

¬-

munications RCARCAexecutiveexecutive Robert W . Sarnoff , andand-
journalists

and-
journalistsjournalists William Randolph Hearst Jr . and HowardHoward-
Rock

Howard-
RockRock .

In ceremonies at the UniUni-Uni-

versity's
¬.-

versity'sversitys' Patty *' Gymnasium ,

honorary doctor of law degreesdegrees-
were

degrees-
werewere conferred on Sarnoff,,

chairman and chief executiveexecutive-
officer

executive-
officerofficer of RCA Corp.rCorprCorp . , andand-

Hearst
and-

HearstHearst , a Pulitzer Prize winningwinning-
journalist

winning-
journalistjournalist who is chairman , vicevice-

president
vice-

presidentpresident and director of thethe-

Hearst
the-

HearstHearst Corp .

Tundra Times editor Rock ,

the son of a Point Hope whalingwhahngwhahng-
captain

whaling-
captaincaptain who took on publicationpublication-
ofof the statewide Native newsnews-news-
paper

news-
paper

¬-

paper nearly 12 years ago toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide a united voice forfor-

Native
for-

NativeNative peoples , received thethe-

honorary
the-

honoraryhonorary degree of doctor ofof-

humane
of-

humanehumane letters "forfor" his concon-con-

tributions
con-

tributions
¬-

tributions to art and journalismjournalism-
and

journalism-
andand his great humanity .

"
In presentingresenting the award , thethe-

university
the-

universityuniversity cited Rock for beingbeing-
aa "sensitivesensitive" artist and writer ,

voice of Alaska'sAlaskas' Native people .
"

As for the newspaper itself ,

the university said "fewfew"feYfeY" { publipubli-publi-
cations

publi-
cations

¬-

cations have had the impact ofof-

that
of-

thatthat newspaper , with its uniqueunique-
persp

unique-
perspectiveperspectivepersp ctive . Through it , hehe-

encouraged
he-

encouragedencouraged the politicalpoliti al organiorgani-organi-
zation

organi-
zation

¬-

zation of the Native people andand-

pressed
and-

pressedpressed continuously for settlesettle-settle-
ment

settle-
ment

¬-

ment of their long-standinglongstanding- landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims , a goal finally achieved in
1971.. Friendly persuasion

rather than militancy hashas-

marked
has-

markedmarked his journalisticjournalistic effortsefr'ortsefrortseffortsefr'orts-
and

efforts-
and 'and won for him high honorshonors-
and

honors-
andand great respect ..

"
Hearst was saluted as aa-

"distinguished
a-

"distinguished"distinguisheddistinguished" journalist , whowho-

at
who-

atat two critical time'- stime- stime'- stime- stimes
'

in hertierher-

history
tier-

historyhistory has come to Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
aid

Alaska's-
aid

'

aid in her struggle for politicalpolitical-
and

political-
andand economic development..

"
Sarnoff was cited for his workwork-

which
work-

whichwhich has "contributedcontributed"contnbutedcontnbuted" soso-

significantly
so-

significantlysignificantly to the advancementadvancement-
ofof communications in Alaska ,

in the worldworldandand in space . "
In his commencement address ,

Sarnoff told the class of 19741974-

that
1974-

thatthat the new federal budget'sbudgets'
$1.81.818$ .. billionbilIion for research onon-

solving
on-

solvingsolving the energy shortage hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen committed to a program
lackingprogramlackingin central leadershipleadershipandandand-

clear
and-

clearclear design .

The $1.81.818$ 1.818. billion is distributeddIstributed-
mainly

distributed-
mainlymainly among four different andand-

sometimes
and-

sometimessometimes competing agencies -
the Atomic Energy Commission ,.
the Department of the InferiorInteriorIn erior ,

theth National Science FoundationFoundation-
and

Foundation-
andand the Environmental ProtecProtec-Protec-
tion

¬.-

tion Agency . "ItIt" shows everyevery-

sign
every-

signsign of having been conceived inin-

haste
in-

hastehaste ,
" Sarnoff said .

"OnlyOnly" time will telfteUtellteUwhethertellwhetherwhetherwhether-
wewe shall repent at leisure .

"
((Continued on Page 6)6)
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"ThereThere" appears to be nono-

relationship
no-

relationshiprelationship to any long-termlongtermlong.termlongtermlong.term-
policy

longterm-
policy

-.

policy other than a generalgeneral-
commitment

general-
commitmentcommitment to a goal looselyloosely-
described

loosely-
describeddescribed as independence fromfrolTfrom-
foreign

)
foreign energy sources . Is thisthis-

to
this-

toto be taken literally - and if so ,

is it feasible or even desirable ? "
SarnoffSarnoffaskedasked .

In a
'- newsn- ews"- newsn- ews'- newsn- ews'" conference later ,

SarnoffSarnoffchargedcharged that the NixonNixon-
administration

Nixon-
administrationadministration had "probablyprobably"probably-
done

"probably-
done

"
done more to dismantle techtech-tech-
nology

¬.-

nology and science than anyany-

previous
any-

previousprevious administration . "
Sarnoff expressedex pressed concernconcerlconcern-

with
)

with the future of communicommuni-communi-
cations

¬.-

cations in Alaska ; a project intointo-
which

into-
whichwhich RCA will have investedinvested-
inin excess of $100100$ millionmillionby-byby-. by
1976 , he said . RCA is planningplanning-
toto hold its September board ofof-

directors
of-

directorsdirectors meeting in Alask'aAlaskaAlasI<'
, hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid .

Questioned about the .propro.pro-pro-. .pro-
gress

pro-

gress
-¬-

gress of putting telephones andand-

television
and-

televisiontelevision into the bush however ,

Sarnoff said it was simply goinggoing-

to
going-

toto take time . He said thatthat-
modification

that-
modificationmodification of the new satellite ,.

setet for launching by 1975 ,

would bebeextreextremeJyextremelyextre t' expensive .

A special communicationscommunications-
committee

communications-
committeecommittee of the Alaska LegisLegis-Legis-

lature
¬.-

lature had urged in the lastlast-

session
last-

sessionsession that RCA Global ComCom- ¬.-

munications be urged to includeinclude-
aa video transponder as partrt ofof-

the
of-

thethe instrumentation on thatthat-
satellite

that-
satellitesatellite in order to bringbring-
televisiol'l

bring-
televisioptelevisiontelevisiol'ltelevisiolltelevisioptelevisionto' -toto'to-,' isloatcdisloated villages inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska in the forseeabteforseeable future .

The specialspecialcommunicationscommunicationscommunications-
committee

communications-
committeecommittee also urged passage ofof-

a
of-

aa $66$ million bond issue to paypay-
the

pay-
thethe cost of telecommunicationstelecommunications-
equipment

telecommunications-
equipmentequipment for the state and , forfor-

creation
for-

creationcreation of a Public CommunCommun-Commun-
ications

¬.-

icationslcations Commission whosewhose-
responsibiliti

whose-
responsibilitiesresponsibilitiesresponsibilitis would includeinclude-
establishing

include-
establishingestablishing a telecommunicatelecommunica-telecommunica-
tions

telecommunica-
tions

¬-

tions system for the state .

The Committee cited thethe-

great
the-

greatgreat need of AlaskaAl ska , particularlyparticularly-
itsits rural areas , for improvedimproved-
communications

improved-
communicationscommunications for purposesputpose ofof-

education
of-

educationeducation and health care , inin-

addition
in-

additionaddition totoyhat\yhatyhatwhat\ most in thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited States consider normalnormal-
communications

normal-
communicationscommunications serviceservices .

The Communications packagepackage-
passed

package-
passedpassed the Senate , but gotgot-

bogge4
got-

boggedboggedbogge4 down in the House in thethe-

final
the-

finalfinal days of the session .

RCARC A spokesman said AlaskaAlaska-
now

Alaska-
nownow has-hashasmorehaS'more'-- more earth stations forfor-

contmunication's
for-

cortmunicatioriscommunication'scommunicationscontmunication'scontmunicationscortmunicatioris' than any otherother-
state

other-
statestate in the union , but declineddeclined-
toto say how long it wquldwould bebe-

before
be-

beforebefore telephone and televisiontelevision-
services

television-
servicesservices reachedre lched the majority ofof-

Alasl
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskasAlasl . ' bush communities .


