
.
" ArcticAActiiSurviv

!, .
ctiiSurviv;,

!,
Survival--SurvivalSurvivali_ . ., , -'* ,"

l
,

-*-
,

. -"'ifif*'
,

' .

ii.i:
' r,

'
, '"

.

,
"

',

'

.
,

'
', '

.,

i'

', l:'
'"

_
'

' _ .

"

-11-. 1-

Couia
,

"

1 ,

, .

'

'

Couia, ? [eouse us: DoeQog " Battlesat les , Blizzardlardl ard tot SaveSa
.

EskimoEsk
(

.

' Woman '

, -'' ( ReprintedReprinted
,

from the TundraTundrTundra TimeTlmTlme ;$
"AugustAugust," August 5, 1963)19631963)-

.By

1 631) '

.ByBy.
,

By nOWA.- RDnOWA- RDI HOWARDTOWARD
. ROCKROCK-

Times
ROCKROCK-

TimesTimes EditorEditor-
"He

Editor-
"He

Editor-
"He"HeHe" didn'tdidnt' seem 'toto't'o' ' paypay anyany-

attention
anan-

attention
y,

attentionattention, -, to my commandscommandcommands-
anymore

command-
anymore

si

anymoreanymore ' sosso I gave up and letlet-

him
let-

him
'-

the
t-

he
'-

the
t-

he
'-

the
t-

he'him lead team his ownown-

way
own-

way
nI

way ," recalledrecaUed Keshorna , mymy-

mother
mm-

mother
y

mother . She had just livedlived-

through
lived-

throughthrough a treacherous ordeal ofof-

drivIng
oo-

driving
f

drivfngdrivIng a dog team in oneon'eone' ofof-

the
oo-

the
f

the ., Arctic'sArctics' most severesevCre , blizblzbliz-blbliz-

zards
z-zz-

zards
¬-

zards . It happenedhappenedmanyyearsmanyyearsmanyyears-
ago

(,

, " CapeThompsonof'CapeThompsonago , near ,
,the cliffsliffs of0of'CapeofCape( 'CapeCape'

Thompson in NorthwesternNorthwestern-
Alaska

Northwestern-
AlaskaAlaska . Her statement wasWas-
re

was-

regardingregardingre ardingarding'LSpot"SpotSpot'LSpotLSpot"' Spot ," the leader ofof-

our
oo-

our
f

our dog team .
,

Spot was a dog of questionquestion-question-
able

question-
able

¬-

able origin . My brother ,
Eeb.rulikEebrulik., , had taken him as aa-

gift
a-

giftgift from his friends at KotzebueKotzKotzebue-
while

bue ,'
while thetht: 'dogdog' was still a pup .

IIThe,
The novelty of, seeing a puppypuppypuppy-
that:

, that didn'tdidnt' look like a husky
'', must have caught Eebruljk'sEebruljksEebrulik'sEebruliksEebrulik's-

eye

'
., eye-eyeeye-

Strange
eye-

Strange
eye-

Strange
.- - -, ;

-
'

Strange Looking DogDog-
-

Do-
g

Dog-
When

:'

When Spot became fullfull-

grown
full-

grown, grownfr9mlookingfrpmlooking, helie was a far cry frfr9mfrpmm
.lookinglooking., like

'-

a
a' a husky or ; aa-

malemute
a-

malemutemalemute ., He had short Butoutbut-

'powerful';' powerful'powerfulpO\yerfulpOyerful\ legs andaod a thick , lojiglopglonglop-
g'body

long-

ody'bodybody' bodyody . He was mostly white '

with patches of black on hishis-

body
his-

bodybody ., He was named , "SpotSpot" ,"
on account of that.. He alsoalso-

barked
also-

barkedbarkedbarkedwherewhere huskies andand-

malemutes
and-

malemutesmalemutes-malemutesmalemutessingsonged-, sing-songedsingsonged- whenwhen-
excited

when-
excitedexcited .,

Spot did have something of aa-

husky
a-

huskyhusky face . 'ItIt', It was blackblackwithwithwith-
white

with-
whitewhite patches over his eyes .

But his resemblance to a huskyhusky-
ended

husky-
endedended there . He had large blackblack-
ears

black-
earsears that flopped down on eacheach-
side

each-
sideside of hisnis head . '

In spite of his physical makemake-make-
up

make-
up

¬-

up , Spot was a formidable dog .

He was powerful.. Big malemutesmalemutes-
came

malemutes-
camecame to know better than toto-

pick
to-

pickpickpickaa fight with him . He waswas-

intelligent
was-

intelligentintelligent without being tootoo-
friendly

too-
friendlyfriendly . This became apparentapparent-
early

apparent-
earlyearly in his life and he waswas-

destined
was-

destineddestined to be a leader..

Short legs ? That was no propro-pro-

blem
¬.-

blem for Spot.. It was amazingamazing-
toto see him performperfonn as leader .

While the team was at full gallopgallop-
Spot

gallop-
SpotSpot would trot , his short legslegs-

moving
legs-

movingmoving so fast that they werewere-

a
'-

of
o- f'- of
o- f'a blur of motion . There waswas-

never
was-

nevernever a slack on his trace .

FateFa te SealedSealed-
Spot's

Sealed-
Spot's

Sealed-
Spot'sSpot'sSpots' fate was sealed as soonsoon-

3S

soon-

asas3S he came to our family . HeHe-

was

He-

waswas hated by most all the dogsdogs-

in

dogs-

inin our team . This peculiarpeculiar-
hatred

peculiar-
hatredhatred existed all through hishis-

life

his-

lifelife . If it hadn'thadnt' been for us , hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould Ijavelaveave perished even as aa-

puppy
a-

puppypuppy . As a full grown dog , hehe-

was

he-

waswas more than equal to any dog .

He could give terrible punishpunish-punish-

ment
¬.-

ment..
Other'' dogs in our teamteam-

would
team-

wouldwould gang ' fightfigh t him everyevery-

opportunity
every-

opportunityopportunity they got.. He waswas-

always

was-

alwaysalways equal to the occasionoccasion-
by

occasion-
byby being powerfulpO'yVerfulpOyVerful' andahd lightenlighten-lighten-
Ing

lighten-
ing

¬-

ing fastfas\fasfasIt\ . It was fortunate forfor-

Us

for-

usus that we managed to stopstop-
these

stop-
thesethese fights , because even hehe-

could
he-

couldcould not keep fighting againstagainst-

odds
against-

oddsodds like that . Huskies oror-

malemutes
or-

malemutesmalemutes are vicious andand-

destructive
and-

destructivedestructive fighters . Given anan-

inch

an-

inchinch , they can literallyliterany tear thejrtheirtheir-
opponent

their-
opponentopponent to pieces . .

Died FightingFightin-
glas

Fighting-
AlasAlas\laslas\ , Spot met his deathdeath-

while

'"'

while fighting off two hugehuge-

maletnutes
huge-

malemutesmalemutesmaletnutes that had gotten looseloose-
while

loose-
whilewhile the family was attendingattendinattending-
churchchurch one Sunday . The in ¬.

trepid leader could not holdhold-
out

holdhold-
outout againstagllinst the two whilewhile beingbejnbeing-

hamperedhampered with aII chain snappedsnapped-
onon his collar fastened to a whalewhale-
jawbone

*'

jawbone stuck into the ground .

Thus ended the life., of a greatgreat-
leader

great-
leaderleader . He will not be forgottenforgotten-
asas our family.

,
tree exists .

EncampmentEncampment-
In

,

In 1924 , my parents , alongalong-
with

along-
withwith my oldest sisters ster , young

,

i

I

'"'

: g-gg-

bidthe'r
-. ,

brdjtherbidthe'rbidtherbrother', 'andand'. and ,
babybaby sister , 'hadhad'had-

gone

'
hadhad-

gonegonegone to .ourour. trapping camp 2222-

mil
22-

milesmilesmil s southsosotjthth ofDf Point Hope toto-toto-

wad
to-

ward
¬-

wardwad( Cape Thompson ., to trap
foxesfox s . There my father hadhad-

i

had-

keptkeptkep, up aaasmallsmall sod iglopigl09igloo wherewhere-

'we'wewe' we stayedstayeCl"' during fox huntinghunting-
seasonsseasons .

1!
> I had remained atat-

Point
at-

PointPoint Hope with Uncle NayukukNayukuk-
and

Nayukuk-
andand Aunt Mumangeena to go toto-

school
to-

schoolschool.. The family had rrjadelJ'IadelJIademadelJ'Iad-
ethe 'the trip|! rip wjthw.ithwith. a 9-dog9dog- team-teamtearn-tearnteamwithtearnwith-- withwith-
'Spot'SpdttheSpdtthe'SpotSpot'SpdfSpdf' !

'

, the leader asitss usual..
While there , father would setset-

his
set-

hishis trapstrap 'forfor'

for wHitewl1ite foxes , redred-

foxes
red-

foxesfoxes , and for occasionaloccasional'silveroccasionalsilveroccasional'silver-
foxes

'" silversilver-

foxesfoxes , up on the hills ,. back ofof-

the
of-

thethe campc3mp and at Cape ThompsonThompson-
itself

Thompson-
itselfitself . In between times hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould go out to the jceice to hunthunt-
seals

hunt-
sealsseals and polar bears . 'THeTHe'THe-
hunting

' TrieTheThe-

huntinghunting period Usually lastedlasted-
about

lasted-
aboutabout,, two months and the
familyfamil ' would comecme,?*

back toto-

Point
to-

PointPoint Hope in time for ChristmasChristma-
s'Unusual

Christma-
s'UnusualUnusual'Unusual'

WeatherWeather-
The

Weather-
The

Weather-
TheThe' time of the year waswas-

around
was-

aroundaround the latter part of NovemNovem-Novem-
ber

Novem-
ber

¬-

ber . , 'TheThe'

The weather had beenbeen-
beautiful

been-
beautifulbeautiful.. It was not cold . OneOne-

day
One-

dayday the skies clouded up brieflybriefly-
and, and big snowflakes began to fallfall-

almost
fall-

almostalmost .straightstraight. down . ThereThere-
was

There-
waswas hardlyhar ly any wind that day .

The temperature was aroundaround-
three

around-
threethree below . The flakes settledsettled-
onon the wind-packedwindpackedwindpackedsnoW- snow andand-

remained
and-

remainedremained undriven by wind .

ThereTnere were three more daysdays-
of

days-
of

'-
of

o-f--

of
o-f--

of
o-f'-of this typetypeof weather . TheThe-

skies
The-

skiesskies would clear up and the sunsun-

would
sun-

wouldwould shine beautifully . TheThe-

flakes
The-

flakesflakes fell until the layer waswas-

four
was-

fourfour inches thick-thickthickIt-. ItI t was feather-
like

feather-featherfeath.er-feath.erfeather-
like

feath.er-
like

. -

like and fluffy .
' When oneone-

walked
one-

walkedwalked in it , the slight whiff ofof-

wind
of-

windwind from one'sones' footstep wouldwould-
blow

would-
blowblow the feathery snow from allall-

sides
all-

sidessides of the footprint and mademade-
an

made-
anan ordinary man'smans' tracks looklook-
like

look-
likelikepolarbeartracks of a massive polar
bear .

Feathery SnowSnow-
As

Snow-
As

Snow-
AsAs youngsters , my youngyoung-

friends
young-

friendsfriends and I lovedJoved to play in thethe-

snow
the-

snowsnow of this type . We wouldwould-
run

would-
runrun and stamp hard with eacheach-

step
each-

stepstep to see which one of usus-

could
us-

couldcould make the biggest tracks .

The winner'swinners' tracks woundwoundupupup-

measuring
up-

measuringmeasuring about the size of aa-

tub
a-

tubtub .

On the fourth day , the sunsun-

came
sun-

camecame out.. It shone on the virginvirgin-
snow, snow creating myriads of diadia-diadia-

mond
¬.-

mond points of light.. There waswas-

not
was-

notnot a breath of air . ThTheThe§ .,

temperature had Warmed toitoto-

about
.

about six above zero .

"AA" beautiful day to hitch upup,upthethe dogs and get some wood ,
'

thought Keshorna .

Shortly before , father hadhad-

gone
had-

gonegone up into the hills thatthat-

morning
that-

morningmorning to look after somesom ofof-

his
of-

hishis traps . I'llIll'' go to the onesones-

neatby
ones-

nearbynearbyneatby and I'llIll'' be back aroundaround-
midday

around-
middaymidday ," he said . We foundfound-
out

found-
outout later that he had been warywary-
of

wary-
ofof the weather conditions .

The family camp was locatedlocated-
aa mile and a half from the shoresshores-
of

shores-
ofof the Chukchi Sea . There is aa-

fresh
a-

freshfresh waterw ter lake , oval shaped ,

between the camp and the"hehe" sea .

The little sod igloo was locatedlocated-
onon thehe north bank of the lakelake-

on
lake-

onon a slope about 50 feet fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe lake shore .

Fateful DecisionDecision-
There

Decision-
ThereThere was still about two oror-

three
or-

threethree days ofofwoodwood fuel to lastlast-

'thethe'the'
, family , but mother made aa-

snap
a-

snapsnap decision to hitch up thethe-

dogs
the-

dogsdogs to
'

go afterfter drift woodwoodononon-

the
on-

thethe beachbe'ach some fivefve: miles downdown-
toward

down-
towardtoward Cape

,
Thompson . ThereThere-

was
There-

waswas no sign of inclemency in thethe-

weather
the-

weatherweather . It was a beautiful day ..,. .

The dogs hadhadnotnot beenbeen-

worked
been-

workedworked for: several days . TheyThey-
showed

They-
showedshowedbygallopingtheir( heir enthusiasm byby.galbygalbygal-.galgal., ¬.-

loping vigorously when KeshornaKeshorna-
got

Keshorna-
gotgot underway . She noticed thatthat-
Spot

that-
SpotSpot was acting rather peculiarly ,.

"HeHe" seemed morose but led thethe-

dogs
the-

dogsdogs as usual ," mother recalled .

Keshorna traveled the fivefive-

Y

i I

Y\

miles in Comparatively shortsh9rt'short'short-
time

' sh9rt-
time, time . The dogs as they gallopedgilllopedgillloped-
made

galloped-
mademade little puffs of drift on thethe-

fluffy
the-

fluffyfluffy snowsnow . The sun shone onon'an-

d

on-

and'- and
a- nd'- and
a- nd'and the weather was beautifulbeautirul ,

quietqu- 'ietqu-iet
'

, serene . ,"
. ii-

Ominous
I-

OminousOminous CloudCloud-
When

Cloud-
When

Cloud-
WhenWhen Keshorna reached herher-

destination
her-

destinationdestination sheshel ' started at onceonce-

to
once-

toto loadlo d it with wood . When sheshe-

was

,

was aboutab9ut ready to startstait on herher-

return
her-

returnreturn trip , she felt a whisper ofof-

breeze
of-

breezebreeze from trjetlietlise., south ..., SheShe-

looked
She-

lookedlooked
,

south automaticallytomatically'tomaticallya ' andand-

was

and-

waswas-waswasstartledwas -,. startled to see
, feesee an ominousominous-

gray
ominous-

graygray cloud on the surface of thethe-

ice
.

ice on the Chukchi Sea .

Birth Of J\JJStorm\ StormStorm-
Knowing

Storm-
Knowing

Storm-
KnowingKnowing whatwh : t ,. was comingcoming-

she
coming-

sheshe quickly unloaded some ofof-

the
of-

thethe wood . She "mushedmushed" " herher-

dogs
her-

dogsdogs toward .,- the camp . TheThe-

breeze
The-

breezebreeze gained momentumm9rnen turn eacheach-

moment
each-

momentmoment.. Soon tiny drifts ofof-

snow

of-

snowsnow began to jformjfoTlT\jfoTlTjfoTlTon'formform'
\ on thethe-

surface
the-

surfacesurface ' of the , featherytfeatheryathery snow .

The drifts increasedincrasedincraaeded visibly byby-

the
by-

thethe moment-momentmomentThe. - TheThe-Theground- ground driftsdrifts-
became

drifts-
becamebecame heavier andand heavier . In aa-

v"Cry

a-

veryveryv"CryvCry" short time a full-fledgedfullfledgedfullfledged-
blizzard

fullfledged-
blizzard

-

blizzard formed . -' The windwind-

turned
wind-

turnedturned into a gale in an inin-inin-

crediIJly
in-

credibly
¬-

crediblycrediIJly short time ! '

With the increase of thethe-

velocity
the-

velocityvelocity of the wind the blizzardblizzard-
worsened

blizzard-
worsenedworsened and visibility becamebecame-
difficult

became-
difficultdifficult.. Keshorna could nownow-

see
now-

seesee the leader , Spot , a blur inin-

the
in-

thethe wind driven snow forty feetfeet-

at
feet-

atat the head of the team . SheShe-

began
She-

beganbegan to try to, calculate thethe-

direction
the-

directiondirection she was going . ItI t waswas-

largely
was-

largelylargely by her imagination butbut-

she
but-

sheshe 'thoughtthought', thought.shethoughtshethoughtshewas,.she
'

was heading inin-

the
in-

thethe right direction . She directeddirected-
Spot

directed-
SpotSpot accordingly by alternatelyalternately-
shouting

alternately-
shoutingshouting , "GeeGee" ," and "HawHaw" .

"

"SpotSpot"SporSpor" " seemed to obey mymy-

commands
my-

commandscommands at first.. He didn'tdidntdidn't-
seem

didn't-
seem

'

seem to listen to me anymoreanymore-
asas we moved forward ," KeshornaKeshorna-
recalled

Keshorna-
recalledrecalled .

The wind began to screamscream-
around

scream-
aroundaround her and the blizzardblizzard-
increased

blizzard-
increasedincreased with the velocityvelo ity of itit..

She could no longer see Spot inin-

the
in-

thethe lead . Presently , the wheelwheel-
dogs

wheel-
dogsdogs next to the sled were bebe-bebe-

coming
be-

coming
¬-

coming indistinct in the swirlswirl-

of
swirl-

ofofofsnowsnow .

Incredible StormStonnStorm-
The

Stonn-
The

Storm-
TheThe blizzard , fed by thethe-

feathery
the-

featheryfeathery snow on the surfacesurface-
worsened

$urfaceurface-
worsenedworsened . Keshorna could nono-

longer
no-

longerlonger see the wheel dogs . TheThe-

front
The-

frontfront of the sled was becoming aa-

blur
a-

blurblur in the density of thethe-

blizzard
the-

blizzardblizzard . The flying snowsnow-

whipped
snow-

whippedwhipped into her eyes , her face ,

and down her neck through thethe-

narrow
the-

narrownarrow space around her hood .

"TheThe" weather is not too cold .

What a blessing ! " she thought..

The angry gale increased . ItIt-

was

It-

waswas incredible !! The force of itit-

began
it-

beganbegan to blow the sled sidewayssideways-
only

sideways-
onlyonly to be stopped with a jerkjerk-
asas the sled runners hit a packedpacked-
snow

packed-
snowsnow drift.. One of these times ,

Keshorna almost lost her gripgrip-

on
grip-

onon the sled . "II" must hold on toto-

'the
to-

the'thethe' the sled very hard ! " she saidsaid-

aloud
said-

aloudaloud . She was lost now butbut-

she
but-

sheshe would be utterly lost if thethe-

team
the-

teamteam got away from her .

Sled BuffettedBuffetted-
AA great gust ofofwindwind hit thethe-

team
the-

teamteam1team' and the sled careened '

sidewayssidewaysjerked, jerked , and overturned ,

whipping KeshornaKeshoma to the snow .

SheSh , held on grimly . SortieSome of herher-

small
her-

smallsmall load spilled out..

The fury of the storm hadhad-

slowed
had-

slowedslowed the team to a crawl andand-

the
and-

thethe fury of it had clouded herher-

thinking
her-

thinkingthinking . When the sled over-overover-

lurried
over-

urrted
over-

turned
-

lurriedurrtedturned( and dumpedumped some of herher-

load
her-

loadload , she suddenly realized whatwhat-
she

what-
sheshe should have done - unloadunload-
the

unload-
thethe sled , at least part of itit..

She got to her feet holdingholholding-
on

inging-

onon to the sled and then rightedrighted-

ititit.. "MushMush" , Spot , Mush ! " sheshe-

shouted
she-

shoutedshouted to the leader and thethe-

tam
the-

teamIramteam{ t-amtam.- iht-cvJuWnotihtcvJuWnotahehc;-' t.uuMtuuMcuuMcuuMnot. 110tnot see . She waswas-

utterly
was-

utterlyutterly lost and the only thingthing-
she

thing-
sheshe could think of was to keepkeep-
going

keep-
goinggoing . The team responded and

, .
II-

movedmoved forwardforwardatat a walkingwalking-
pace

walking-
pacepace . She pushed to help thethe-

team
the-

teamteam fighting the gale at the .,

sameslme; time . ,
I-

; "SpotSpot'SpotI'SpISp"" ' t keptklptkgpt; the team goinggoing , 1l\1-

kpew

l-

knewkpewknew that.. ,
I think the other ;

dogs
,

were ready to stoptop and '
,
;

ccirriirllTl up in the storm . , I1 couldcoul l,,,
hearh ar them whimpering now andand-
then

and-
thenthenthen ,:" Keshorna said .

Wary HunterHunter-
As

,' .

As father had saidsaidsaidthatthatthat-
mprning

that-
morningmorningmprning , ,

he wentwentt, a short d.is-d.isd\sdsdis-disd.is-

lan.ce
dis-

tame
.'
\ -"-'

"

lan.celancetancetame., to attend to thetheseriestheseries'- o'ftheseries- ofseries-series-, of' ,
.

traps that were not far away .,

from the camp . He startedstarted-
back

'

back
,

early being wary of theUle '

weather . He was in a ravineravine-
out

ravine-
outout of sight of the camp . HeHe-

was
'

was about
,

a quarter ofofaffaa milemile-

away
mile-

awayaway on aariserise when he noticednoticed-
aa telltale surfacesurface cloudcloudtoto thethe-

south
the-

southsouth . Almost immediately hehe-

felt
he-

feltfelt a ., wisp of breeze from thethe-
south

the-
southsouth . He knew what it meantmeant-
and

meant-
andand started to run toward thethe-

camp
the-

campcamp . Byy the time he reachedreached-
home

reached-
homehome , ajfull-fledged-ajfullfledgedfull-fledgedfullafull-fledged-afullajfullfledgedstonruwasafullfledgedstorma _ : - .

- stonruwasstorm waswas-
in

was ,
'-

in
i- n' in the making .

'

DespairDespair-
InIn his haste , he ' had failed toto-

see', see the missing sled and dogs asas-

he, he entered the sod igloo . HefieHe-

i

fie-

sawi\ saw the children and lookedlooked-
around

looked-
around

looked-
aroundaround for Keshorna .

' "WhereWhere'Where"' is your mother ?" he '

asked . Helie was appalled atat-

hearing
at-

hearinghearing thetherfnswer-rfnswerrfnswerifnswer- nswer , "SheShe" wentwent-
to

went-
toto get some wood . " ,

"AhlaqaaAhlaqaa" ! Sumahva imna ? "
(Alas ! What has she done ? ) hehe-

despaired
he-

despaireddespaired . The despairing exex-exex-

clamation
ex-

clamation
¬-

clamation alarmed the childrenchildren-
and

children-
andand they broke into sobs . FatherFather-
comforted

Father-
comfortedcomforted them as best he couldcould-
and

could-
andand then went out the door intointo-

.a

into-
'a.aa'a>.'a small hallway and outou t thethe-

other
the-

otherother door .

HelplessnessHelplessness-
TheThe storm was now raging inin-

full
in-

fullfull fury . There was nothing hehe-

could
he-

couldcould see beyond the door . ItIt-

was
It-

waswas all a mad swirl of graygray-
wl

gray-
whitenesswhitenesswl teness that obliterated everyevery-every-
thing

every-
thing

¬-

thing . He couldn'tcouldnt' leave the chilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren
¬-

dren . There was nothing he couldcould-
do

could-
dodo !

"KeshornaKeshorna" ! Keshorna ! " hehe-

shouted
he-

shoutedshouted helplessly'helplessly'
. ItItwaswas thethe-

only
the-

onlyonly thing he could think ofof-

doing
of-

doingdoing . He might as well havehave-

done
have-

donedone nothing at all . How couldcould-

Kesho'rna

could-

KeshdrnaKeshornaKesho'rnaKeshdrna' hear him in the midstmidst-

of
midst-

ofof the ,. screaming fury of thethe-

storm
the-

stormstorm ? To venture out even aa-

few

a-

fewfew feet in that storm was exex-exex-

tremely
¬.-

tremely dangerous . One can loselose-

his

lose-

hishis sense of direction in a mattermatter-

of
matter-

ofof moments . He shouted for(or hishis-

wife
his-

wifewife - the only thing he couldcould-
do

could-
dodo .

Father came in and out of thethe-

little
the-

littlelittle sod igloo . He comforted thethe-

elder
the-

elderelder childrenchldren) who , by now , hadhad-

realized
had-

realizedrealized the full gravity of thethe-

situation
the-

situationsituation - mother was lost inin-

the
in-

thethe storm !

Despairing VigilVigil-

Father's
Vigil-

Father'sFather'sFathers' anxiety for KeshornaKeshorna-
gripped

Keshorna-
grippedgripped him and he couldn'tcouldntcouldn't-
stay

couldn't-
stay

'

stay still.. To him the inadequacyinadequacy-
ofof his vigil was appalling . He waswas-

helpless
was-

helplesshelpless to do . anything exceptexcept-
toto go outou t and shout ' hoping hishis-

wife
his-

wifewife would hear him . She ' waswas-

somewhere
was-

somewheresomewhere out there in thethe-

swirling
the-

swirlingswirling maelstrom of aa'terribleaterriblea'terrible-
Arctic

,' terribleterrible-
ArcticArctic storm . To try to look forfor-

her
for-

herherwasher_was out of the question . AllAll-

he
All-

hehe SnlomussmusTfloo was wait - but howhow-
long

how-
longlong must he wait ?

The relentless stormstonn ! EachEach-
time

Each-
timetime he went out , the fury ofofo.

. itit-

had

it-

hadhad increased . This was the ArcArc-Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
¬-

tic , uncompromising , merciless .

When its mood was terrible , itit-

worsened
it-

worsenedworsened . It was now venting '

forth its terrible fury , giving nono-

q
no-

arter
no-

garterquarterqgarterarter to any living thing - andand-

K
and-

shoma
and-

shomaKeshornaK shoma was out there in thethe-

middle
the-

middlemiddle of the sternest storm !

TrustTrust-
After

Trust-
After

Trust-
AfterAfter righting the overturnedoverturned-

sled
overturned-

sledsled , KeshtirnaKeshdrnaKeshorna edged forward .

Her progress was a little betterbetter-
because

better-
becausebecause of ihethe lighter load , butbut-

then
but-

thenthen , the gusts of the wind werewere-

now
were-

nownow buffeting it more frequentfrequent-¬-

lyIy .:.' 'HerHer', 'mittenedmittened' hands were i!i-

gettinggetting stiff fromfiom gripping thethe-

sled
the-

sledsled but she did notnotTaredareTare to let ItI-

go

t-

gogo . Her facefa e Wasvasv
,
as ' getting numb

':' '

from constant , contactContact with flyfly-flyfly-

ing
fly-

ing

¬-

ing snow . , "

Somewhere upupp ahead of herher-

were
her-

werewere the dogs . Through the wildwild-

rush
.

rush of the gale'ygaleygalegaleyshe' - she could hearhear-

one

:

one of the dogs yipping andand-

barking
and-

barkingbarking . It was Spot.. There waswas-

no
was-

nono question1question ' about itit.. Reassured ,

Keshorna., thoughtthouWtthou0t , "SpotSpot" , .youyou. You-
areare a great dog . " I

ii-

The
' I ' .

TheITheleader seemedse med to be enen-enen-

couraging
¬.-

couraging the teamte m behind him .

In spite of herheherhernumbing": numbing sursur-sur-

roundings
¬.-

roundings , she picturedpiyturedpi tured Spot digdig-dig-

ging
dig-

ging

¬-

ging his powerfultpowerful short legs intointo-
the

into-
thethe snow pullingpullirtg 'withwith' everyevery-
ounceounceunce ofororstrengthofstrengthstrength he had . SheShe-

tried
She-

triedtried to encourage him , "MushMush" ,

Spot , mush ! "

Keshorna didntdidn1tdidn'tdidnt*' really knowknow-
why

know-
whywhy she was doing iti but sheshe-

kept
she-

.kept
.-

kept
k-

ept
,.
kept it up . SheS e had , no ideaidea-

where

idea-

wherewhere she$ he was going. One thingthing-
she

thing-
sheshe knew - she had theth'ethe:

'

'
urge toto-

keepteepkeepkkepgep-gepggoing-goingrWasng--WngWngWSpof:-Was$ SporiTnspiringSpofspirlngSpotinspiring-Spof\Spof- \, spirlng -
her to push on . She didn'tdidnt' know .

Near ExhaustionExhaustion-
SheShe struggled on and on . TheThe-

exertion
The-

exertionexertion and the terrible eleele-eleele-

ments
ele-

ments
¬-

ments were beginning tptQto tell onon-

her
on-

herher strength . SheSh.e. began to thinkthink-
constantly

think-
constantlyconstantly of , "MyMy"

,
My children , my

,

husband .,
" It seemed to give herher-

renewed
her-

renewedrenewed energy . She struggledstruggled-
onon . Snow swirled on her face . ,
ItI t worked down her neck , aroundaround-
her

around-
herher waist.. It worked down overover-

the
over-

thethe top of her mukluks to herher-

ankles
her-

anklesankles .

Up ahead , she could faintlyfaintly-
hear

faintly-
hearhear Spot yipping and barking .

He seemed more insistent.. AlAIAl-AlAl-

though
¬.-

though she was near exhaustion ,

andandnotnot knowing where she was ,.

going , KeshornaKeshorn encouraged herher-

leader
her-

leaderleader , "GoGo" ahead Spot , Mush ! "

And then - the team stopstqp-stqpstop-stqp-
ped

stop-
ped

¬-

ped ! Keshorna shouted for SpotSpot-
to

Spot-
toto go ahead , but the team did notnot-
budge

not-
budgebudge . She strained against thethe-

sled
the-

sledsled andnd pushed but the frontfront-
end

front-
endend of the sled seemed to be upup-

against
up-

againstagainst an obstruction . She couldcould-
hear

could-
hearhear Spot barking insistently . HisHis-

bark
His-

barkbark seemed to her , to comecome-
from

come-
fromfrom an elevation .

"II" must get to Spot andandseeseesee-

what
see-

whatwhat is wrong ! " KeshornaKeshoma dede-dede-

cided

de-

cided

¬-

cided . She edged along the sledsled-

and
sled-

andandandcamecame to the wheel dogs .

She was startledstartledwhenwhen she sawsaw-

them
saw-

themthem curledcurledupup for protectionprotection-
against

protection-
againstagainst the storm . They hardlyhardly-
noticed

hardly-
noticednoticed her . She labored on usus-usus-

ing
us-

ing
¬-

ing the dog traces as guides . SpotSpot-
was

Spot-
waswas barking continuously upup-

ahead
up-

aheadahead . She couldcouldsensesense that sheshe-

was
she-

waswas going up an incline .

Saved !
'

And with great suddennesssudde- 'nnesssudde-nness ,
she heard ,, "KeshornaKeshorna" !! " She waswas-

startled
was-

startledstartled beyond words . She recrec-recrec-

ognized
rec-

ognized
¬-

ognized the voice - her hushus-hus-

band's
hus-

band's
¬-

band'sbands' voice !

Father met her two tandemstandems-
of

tandems-
ofof dogs back from Spot..

Keshorna didn'tdidnt' see father untiluntil-
he

until-
hehe was about three feet fromfrom-
her

from-
herher ; the density of the drivendriven-
snow

driven-
snowsnow was so great.. He helpedhelped-
her

helped-
herher , usingusingtheusing-theusingthe-thethe-, traces to guideguide-

them
guide-

themthem . The leader kept barkingbarking-
allall the while . A great gust ofof-

wind
of-

wind
--

wind hit and toppled them . TheyThey-
heldheld on to the traces as they fellfell-

dtagging
fell-

draggingdraggingdtagging the two-dogstwodogs-- nearestnearest-
them

nearest-
themthem .

When they reached Spot , hehe-

was

he-

waswas right at the door of thethe-

littlelittle sod igloo !

Courageous LeaderLeader-
Spot

Leader-
Spot

Leader-
SpotSpot , as dogs go , wouldwouldnevernevernever-

have
never-

have
,
have won a popularitypoeulanty contest .

, There was nothing beautifulbeautiful-
about

beautiful-
aboutabout him . He was hated by thethe-

dogs
the-

dogsdogs he led , but he was a dogdog-

among
dog-

amongamong dogs . His looks did notnot-

matter
not-

mattermatter . His
'-

great
g-

reat
'-

great
g-

reat'great heart , his courcour-cour-
age

cour-
age

¬-

age , intelligence , strength , werewere-
the

were-
thethe qualities thaithat counted in thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic countrycount y in which he lived .

Keshorna was one of thethe-

human
the-

humanhuman beings Spot saved duringduringII11-

hishis great career as a leader . HeHe-

Continued

He-

Continued
_

(Continued on page 10)10)

,



ArcticArc.tic. Survival . .
( Continued from page 9)99)-

saved
9)-

saved
)

saved Eebrulik , Keshorna'sKeshornas' eldesteldest-
son

eldest-
sonson , through anotheranotheanother , one of thethe-

great
the-

greatgreat bljzzardsblizzards .

Spotpot was not killed by
,

'thethe'the-

fangs
'the-

fangs

'

fang'sfangs' ofofthethe two huge malemutes .

He was killed by the chainchain-
around

chain-
aroundaround his neck . There is littlelittle-
doubt

little-
doubtdoubt that he would have sursur-sur-

vived
sur-

vived
¬-

vived if it hadn'thadnt' been for thethe-

awful
the-

awfulawful hindrance . This was borneborne-
out

borne-
outout by the terrible marks he leftleft-

on
left-

onon his attackers .

Spot had to fight all the wayway-

through
way-

throughthrough his life . He didn'tdidnt' shrinkshrink-
from

shrink-
fromfrom his enemies - vicious dogsdogs-

and
dogs-

andand the treacherous north councoun-coun-
try

coun-
try

¬-
'

try .

Yes , Spot , a mere mongrel ,

had an unmistakable niche in thethe-

scheme
the-

scheme'ofschemeschemeofscheme'of-ofof'of-' things in the northnoth! ,. AA-

courageous
A-

courageouscourageous heart in a strongstrong-
body

strong-
bodybody is a necessary facet of sursur-sur-

vival
sur-

vival

¬-

vival of man in the Arctic .


