U.S. Coast Guard Will Not Allow Hl—Jlnks on thf: High Seas

JUNEAU Are you: pldnnmg ‘ning stage: thcre is somelhmg and penlous voyagzes for which -

to paddle a canoe to Japan? Or
maybe sail a bathtub'to the So-
viet Unjon?

Before you get pdsl the plan-

you should kiow. On April 17,

the U.S. Coast Guard was gwcn‘

the authority to prohibit the de-
parture of boats on extended

(hcy are’ manifestly unstited.
: The . new rcgulauon empha-
sized ‘that the authorily to ‘use

the new law ‘is. limited. to ‘the®

Cdast Guard District Command-
erd, with' the explicit restriction

that this authority cannot be

delegated further.

‘In Alaska, Rear Admiral Glenn .

O.:Thompson, Commander, Sev-
enfeenth Coast  Guard’ District
will consider. the design or con-
figuration of the boat, its
struction, 'its opérational
safety equipment, and ‘the
cific voyage intended, = !

The Coast - Guard: generally:
learns ~of “ such voyages either
through the news media, or by
means of calls and. letters from
members of the boatman's fam-
ily and from his ' concerned
friends.

Venturesome seafarers will be
given every reasonable opportu-
nity by the District Commander
to show why he should be per-
mitted to make the ; -voydge in
question.

The Coast Gu.xrds concept
of a manifestly unsafe voyage
is perhaps best typified by a re-
cent case in which an’ operator

spe-

con-
and |

wroposed to. sail and’ paddle, a
16-foot canoe across thc A(lanlu

; m Portugal.

" The purpose of the voyage

was to facus attention on the fi-

naricial needs of a senior citizens'
home in the Mid West. The oper-

atpr had admittedly very limited
- ake the successful completion

exjperience in open water.

“In fact, the operator had de-
termined -the suitability of the
canoe for the intended voyage
by sailing “and testing it on-an
inland lake.

~ Based' onsearch and ‘rescue’
‘case studies,
anticipates - that approximately

the Coast 'Guard

four m-lnlICSll) unsaf¢ voyages
will be attempted cath year.
The District: Commander for

Sap Francisco. reports” that his
district_expended nearly 75,000

man hours in handling only four
unsafe voyages.

In one case, séarch and rescue
aircraft flew a total of 125 hours
and searched more than 270,000
square miles of ocean,:an area
almost half the size of Alaska, in

“a period of only three days..

The Coast Guard is concerned
that these boating safety and
search and rescue resources
should be applied to other more
pressing and universal needs of
the boating ¢community.

It is important to note that
the boatman (or boat owner)
against whom the rule is im-

§po:.ed has the nghl‘ undcr the

iAddministrative * Procedure. Act; .
Ao petitjon' for reconsideration,

and repeal of the ruling.

It s also important: to nole
that - the: District Commanders:
will be looking for blatantly
unsafe conditions  that  would

of certain extended voyages vir-
tually impossible.



