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Last week in this columncocolumn'ofcolumnofumn ,' II-

reported
I

reported on the( he dire 'plightplight'pTightpTight'plight-

Alaska
' ofof-

Alaska
f

Alaska fishingfshing.,$ and the ne.edneedn
.
ed forfor-

immediate
fofo-

immediate
r

immediate federal assistanceassistan'ccassistancc' . ToTo-To-
day

TT-

day
o-¬

day , regrettably , I must >;; reportreport-
aa drastic worsening of theth situa ¬.
tion .

As a result , I have askedasked-

President
asked-

PresidentPresidentdesignatel3ristoldesignateBristolNixonNix n to designate
Bristoll3ristol Bay as a national disasterdisaster-
area

disaster-
areaarea-area.
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areaBRISTOL
BRISTOL BAY SALMONSALMO'NSALMONSALMO'N-

FISHERY
SALMON-

FISHERY

'

FISHERY CLOSEDCLOSED-
Because

CLOSED-
Because

CLOSED-
BecauseBecause of insufficientnsuft'icientnsufticient' salmonsalmon-

runs
salmon-

runsruns in the Bay area , the State'sStatesState's-
Department

State's-
Department

'
Department of Fish and GameGame-
had

Game-
hadhad to close down all commercom mer .

cial salmon fishing activitiesactivities-
there

activities-
therethere . Alaska Gov . William A .

EgariEgan has now declared BristolBristol-
Bay

Bristol-
BayBay an official state disaster area .

It'sIts' the firstfirsttime;: time in 80 yearsyears-
than

years-
thanthan an Alaska ', fishery has beenbeen-

closed
been-

closedclosed to commercialcommcommercialrcial fishing .

FOREIGN ENCROACHMENTENCROACHMENT-
AproblemisA large part1part ' of the problem

is due to the invasion of AlaskaAlaska-
fishing

Alaska-
fishingfishing stocks by5byb foreign vessels .

With the new technologyt'cclmologytcclmologytechnology' thatthat-
has

that-
hashas resulted in bigger and biggerbigger-

catches
bigger-

catchescatches by foreign distant-waterdistantwaterdistantwaterf-
ishing

distantwaterf-
ishing

-

fishing boats , the salmon simplysimply-
canTlot

simply-
cannotcannotcanTlot be replaced through thethe-

normal
the-

normalnormal reproductive cycle .

particularhaveThe Japanese in particular
have depleteddepletedoUtdepletedouroutour salmon rere-rere-

source
¬"-

source , leaving '" the Natives toto-

fend
to-

fendfend for themselves . And thethe-

situation
the-

situationsituation has been growing steadstead-stead-
ily

stead-
ily

¬-

ily worse in recent years .

ECONOMIC DISASTERDISASTER-
for

DISASTER-
ForFor the 5,0005000, persons -

mostly Indians , Aleuts , and EsEs-EsEs-

kimos
Es-

kimos
¬-

kimos - who live in the 29 vilvil-vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages along the Bay waters andand-

who
and-

whowho depend on the salmon runrun-

for
run-

forfor their very livelihood , the nene-nene-

ces
ne-

cessary
¬-

cessaryces ary closing of the waters is aa-

personal
a-

personalpersonal catastrophe .

The families who depend onon-

the
on-

thethe fishery are in desperate needneed-

of
need-

ofofofeconomiceconomic aid . In many casescase, ,

they depend on subsistence fishfish-fish-

ing
fish-

ing
¬-

ing as their means of survivalsurvival-
And

survival-
AndAnd 3,0003000, individuals holdholdcomcomcom-com-

mercial
com-

mercial
¬-

mercial fishingffshinshin licenses in thethe-

areas
the-

areas
.

areas . The only economic basebase-

for
base-

forfor these Natives is built onon-

fishing
on-

fishingfishing and cannery work .
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'. PRESIDENT MUST ACTACT-

f ACTTheThe state alonpalone doesdocs not haveHlveHlv-
ethethe-thetheneeded- needed resources to protectprotect-
the

protect-
thethe 5,0005000, residentsresiden ts ; the AlaskaAI:1skaAI1skaAI:1ska-

Native
:

Native Land ClaimsCl ims SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct hashJS; only just begun to benebene-bene-

fit
bene-

fit

¬-

fit the people . ii-

Realizing

I-

RealizingRealizing the need for , quickquick-
federal

quick-
federalfederal action , both GovernorGovernor-
Egan

Governor-
EganEgan and I1!

_., have requested PresPres-Pres-

ideitt
¬.-

identdeiHideitt Nixon to declare the BrisBris-Bris-

tol
Bris-

tol

¬-

tol BayBayregionregion a national disasdisas-disas-

ter
disas-

ter
¬-

ter area . It'sItsI t'sts' been done beforebebefore-
back

fore
. . . back inill 1953 , when PresiPresI-PresI-

dent
Presi-

dent
¬-

dent Eisenhower reacted to aa-

poor
a-

poorpoor salmon run in SoutheastSoutheast-
Alaska

Southeast-
AlaskaAlaska .
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POSSIBLE SOURCES OFOF-

FEDERAL
OF-

FEDERALFEDERAL ASSISTANCEASSISTASSISTANCE-
There

ANC EE-

ThereThere arearc a number of federalFedera-
ldisaster

federal-
disasterdisaster programs which shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe used by the government , ifif-

Mr
if-

MrMr . Nixon will declare the areaarea-

eligible
area-

eligibleeligible . The OfficeOffce of FederalFederal-
Disaster

Federal-
DisasterDisaster Assistance , through itsits-

Regional
its-

RegionalRegional Council , can mobilizemobilize-
aa number ofofagenciesagencies to provideprovide-
grants

provide-
grantsgrants , low-interestlowinterest- loans , andand-

other
and-

otherother forms ofofeconomiceconomic aid .

NONOAANOAAPROGRAMSNOAAPROGRAMS-
The

A A PROGPROGRAMSPROGRAMS-
The

RAMS
The National Oceanic and At-AtAt-

m
AtAt-

m

-.

m o0 s p hherc r ij c AdministrationAdministratIOn-
NOAA

Administration-
NOAA(NOAA ) might be able to propro-pro-

vide
pro-

vide
¬-

vide assistance ., Last week ,.
II-

wrotewrote to the headheadofof the NOAA ,

explained the situation , andandaskaskask-ask-

ed
¬.-

edcdcdwhetheredwhetherwhether an exception can bebe-

made
be-

mademade in the case of the hard-hardhard-

pressed
hard-

pressed
hard-

pressed
-

pressed Bristol Bay NativesNat ives . TheThe-

Commercial
The-

CommercialCommercial Fisheries DisasterDDisaster-
Program

asteraster-
ProgramProgram , for instance , which isis-

administered
is-

administeredadministered by NOAA , has thethe-

authority
the-

authorityauthority to make grants to rere-rere-

store
re-

store
¬-

store depleted fishfishresoutcesfishresourcesresourcesresoutces .

And the Commercial FisheriesFisheries-
Research

Fisheries-
ResearchResearchResearchandand Development propi-pipi-

grams
pi-

grams
-"')-¬

grams run by NOAA controlcontrol-
certain

control-
certaincertain funds . What is urgentlyurgently-
needed

urgently-
neededneededneededISis to make a humanitarianhumanitarian-
exceptionexceptionxception to the usualusualrulesrules andand-

guidelinesso
and-

guidelinessoguidelines.soguidelinesso., that these pip . ramsramrams-

cancan be mobilmobJlILedmobilizedmobilizedined inm behalfbehalf.itot.itit,. ' thethe-

residents
the-

residentsresidentsBayOurof BristolBmtot Bay
Our nationnJtion has been moremore-

than
more-

thanthan generous inm itsI t outpouringououtpouring-
of

t pouflngpouflng-
ofof foreign aid31d31dandaidaridandarid trade benefitsbenefits-
toto the Japanese andandotherandothersothersother Sure ¬.,

lyIvlv we can afford to extendex tend a
handhand to the residentsresldresidtPts(, is of thethe-
greatest

the-
greatestgreatest salmon fishingfshmgfshmg areaarei! in11111-

1the

in-

thethe United States .


