
HeHealthlth panel should study traditional waways
-

ByByDABNEYCANNELOSDABNEY CANNELOSCANNELOST-

URd
CANNELOS-

TundraTURdTundra," TlmnTlmeS R.porttrRporttrReporterReporter-

The

.

The Alaska PublicPubbc HealHealth-

Association
HealthHealth-

Association

'

Association (ALPHA ) subcosubcom-

mittee
subcom-

mittee
subcom-subcom -

mittee on Health SetviceSeNlceService Organi-

zations
Orgam-

zations
OrganiOrgam-OrgamOrgani-¬-

zations has agreed to recom-

mend
rewm-

mend
recom-recomrecomrewm-rewm ¬-

mend that the state study the-

traditional
the-

traditional
the

traditional famflyfamily support sys-

in

sys-

tems
sys-syssys-

tems
---

temstems,, spintualspiritual bebefsbeliefs and heal-

ing
heal-

ing
heal-heal-

ing techniques of NallveNative villagesvillages-

inin Alaska . ItItalsoalso recommends-
that

recommends-
that

recommends
that the stateSlale work withwllhwllheachwitheacheacheach-

village
each-

villagevillageIntegratedhealthto develop integrated
health care organizationsorgamzatlons whICh-

can
which-

can
which

can be managed by the villagesvillages-

uSing

villages-

usingusing state , federal and ppovateprivatepovate-

funds
private-

fundsfunds .

In an addraddressss before the-

subcommittee
the-

subcommittee
the

subcommittee ,. whichwluch metmel thIS-

past
this-

past
this

past weekend dunngduring the SixthSIXth-

Annual
Sixth-

AnnualAnnual Health Congress at the-

Anchorage
the-

Anchorage
the

Anchorage Westward Hilton ..,

David E . GatesCalesCates , Execullve-

Ducctor
ExecutiveExecullveExecutive-

DirectorDirectorDucctor of the Alaska Nallve-

Health
Native-

Health
NativeNallve

Health Board , stressed theIhe needneed-

for
need-

forfor statewideslalewlde sensitivitysenslllvlty to10 the-

traditIonal
the-

traditional
the

traditional NativeNallve bfeslyles-

"Each
lifestylesbfeslyleslifestyles-

"Each
lifestyles-

"Each""EachEach family managed Itits-

own
Usits

own affairsaffaus and theIhe elder mmem-

ber
mem-

ber
mem-mem -

ber supervised theIhe others .:"' CaicCatesCates-

explained
Cates-

explamed
.

explainedexplamed .,

"""TraditionallyTraditionally , children hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen raised for skills and inde-

pendent
inde-

pendent
indeinde-¬-

pendent IrvingIrvmgliving in small groupsgroupgroups-

TheyThey emphasized the valuivalu-

i'ficiency
values ofof-

self
of-

selfselfselfsufficiencysufficIency''ficiencyficiency ,. generosity andand-

shanng
and-

sharing
ana

shanngsharing , imbedded in the systemsystem-

of
system-

ofof mutual help and obligationsobbgatlons ,.,

commitmentcommltmenl to one'sones' ffamily andand-
villages

and-
villages"villages" '-".. A good EskuuEskunoEskimo, , Or, aa-

successful
a-

successful
,

successfulful Indian , accordingaccordmg 10-

the
to10to-

theirthetheirIT tradition was a ffundamen-
lally

fundamen-
tally

fundamen-fundamen -

tallylally different creatuierealurecreature from a-

good
aa-

goodgoodgoodandandandsuccessfulsuccessful EskimoEsklTno oror-

Indian
or-

IndranIndianIndran ataccordmgaccordingJ 'to "Western-

culture
WesternWestern-

culture

'

culture , " (Cates said .

"""TwoTwo oror three generationsgenerations-
ago

generations-
agoago , If members of a village hadhad-

aa problem , the entueentire eommu-

mty
commu-

nity
eommu-eommucommu-commu-

nitymty would meet inm virtuallyvutually aa-

maralhon
a-

marathonmarathonmaralhon session until a settle-

ment
settle-

ment
settlesettle-¬-

mentbybothcould be agreed upon by
both partiespartlCs,,,"" CalesCates continuedcontmuedcontinued-
"Generally

contmued-
"Generally""GenerallyGenerally the traditiontradlllOn is toto-

use

to-

useuse what we now call positivepos1lrvepos1lrve-
re

positive-
rerereinforcement= mforcemenlrnforcement to alter the un-
desired

un-
desired

un-
desued

un-un-

desireddesued activitiesaCllvltles and preventionprevenuonprevenuon-
to

prevention-
toto controlcontrolreoccurancereoccurance . If , forfor-

example
for-

exampleexample , one person or a familyfamily-

had
family-

hadhadhadaa drinkingdnnkmgdunking problem ,. thethe-

members
the-

membersmembers of theIhe village wouldwould-

talk
would-

talktalktalkItit out with them empha-
sIZing

empha-
sizing

emphaempha-¬-

sizing theIhe community things Ihat-

were
thatIhatthat-

werewere well done and how impor-
tant

impor-
tanl

impor-impor-.
tanllanltant theyIhey are to the village Also ,
theytheywouldwould cut off the source ofof-

akohol
of-

alioholalcoholakoholaliohol, , " Cates addedadded-

According
added-

According
added-

AccordmgAccordingAccordmg to Cates , thethe-
v

the-

villagersvvillagersIIlager mustmusl now workworkwithwithwith-

regIonal
with-

regionalregional healthhealthaldealdeaides ,. theIhe StaleStateStale-

Troopers
State-

TroopersTroopers ,. regional healthhealthcorhealthLrorLro-

rporations
cor-

porallon
corc-or-corLror-Lror- ¬-

porationsporallon , counselors for thethe-
Federal

the-
FederalFederal governmentgovernmeRt ,. the villagevillage-

council
village-

councilcouncil , the cityclly councilcouncd and thethe-

Indian
the-

IndranIndianIndran Health Service ( IHS ) UnitUnit-

Board
Unit-

BoardBoard to get the same problemproblem-

solvedsolvedolved .. ManyManyvIllagesvillages do not

have enough trainedtramed leaders 10-

guide
to10to-

guideguide themlhem through the systemsystem-

In
system-

In
system-

InIn a subsequent discussiondISCussIO-

nmomlored

discussion-

monitoredmonitoredmomlored by ALPHA meimembermember-
Jan

member-
JanJan Gehler , Kent Autor ,. the-

Executive
IhetheIhe-

Executive
me

Executive Director of AlaskaAlaska-

Health
Alaska-

HealthHealth and Social Service Con-
ailtsntc

Con-

sultanls
Con-

sultants
Con-Con-

sultanlssultantsailtsntc , In-InIncInrrf,-
, rrfsaid* , """WW"WeWe. .seem.. , 10to10-

have
to-

havehave a paradox ofofchoICeschoices that-

must
Ihat-

mUsl
thatIhat

mustmUsl somehow balance cullural-

mtegnty
culturalculluralcultural-

integritymtegntyintegrity"
: gnty , and self identityIdentJly andand-

yet
and-

yetyet meelmeet modern needs . "
Betsy Woodman , from thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska DenDentallal SocIety , recom-

mended
recomrecom-.-

mended that all prejudices bebe-

kept
be-

keptkept out of decisions so that aa-

stIgma
a-

stigmastigma wouldwouldnotnot fallfaU upon Ihe-

new
theIhethe-

newnew organizations createdcreated-

"There
created-

'There'"There"There'There is15 a tendency to10 look al-

peoples
atalat-

peoplespeoples ' iImmedrateimmediate needs' with-

out
wllh-

out
wllh-wllhwith-with-

out looklookmglooking alat the historical-

past
hlstoncalhistoricalhlstoncal-

pastpast ,.
" Woodman declared-

Ronald
declared-

Ronald
declareddeclared-

RonaldRonald ( Ron ) HammettHammell .

a member of the Bean'sBeans' CafeCafe-

execu
Cafe-

executiveexecuexecutivetlve Board said ,. ""YouYou can- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- ntcan't- becan'tcantcan't-

be ''be mechanlSllcmechanistictic You can'tcant'' de-

sign

dede-

m
de-de-.

sign a program. _ m and push itII uponupon-

the
upon-

thethe villages You have to designdesign-

and
design-

andi . . . .and ,test your new orgamzallons-
wIth

organizationsorgamzallonsorganizations-
withwIth Ihethe villages "

'"'I'mIm"I'm'' 10,00010000,, percenlpercent against

askmgaskingig the state to10 takelake over-

IHS
overover-

IHSIHSb , but the state could helphelpIhehelptheIhe-

villages
theIhethe-

villagesvillageslages handle servicesservtces IHS doesdoes-

nol
does-

notnolnot provIde .,
" Cates saIdsaId-

AI

said-

At
ud

AIAt. the. . . . moment IHS doesdoes-

not

does-

not

does-

notnot provide long10ng== lermterm or skilled-

nursing

skilled-

nursmg
skilledskilled-

al

nursmgnursing . homemaker care ., audIO-

lOgical

audio-

logical
audIO-audIO-

,lOgical- --alal screeningscreenmg ,. eyeglaseyeglasses .

mentalmemal health service-

therapy
service-serviceservices- ., speechspeech-

therapy
speech-

therapytherapy ,. vocational rehabdita-

tion
rehablllta-

lion
renaoima-

tion
rehablllta-rehabllltarehabdita-rehabditarenaoima-renaoima -

tionlion and many other urgentlyurgently-

needed
urgently-

neededneeded services To fund thesethese-

servIces

these-

servicesservices ,, the NameNall\eNalleNative\ health-

boards
health-

boards
health

boards seeks foundation granls-

and
grantsgranlsgrants-

andand thirdIhlrd = party paymentspaymentpayments-

Also

payments-

AlsoAlso ,. non-hospitalnonhospitalnon-hospllalhospllalnonhospllalchmcsnonhospitalclinics-- chmcs-

cannot
clinics-

cannot
clinicschmcs

cannot file for medicare teetees be

causeause stateslate laws define clinicsclmlcs asas-

mental
as-

mentallenialmental health ireaimcnttrearmemtreatment Slles-

Accordmg
sitesSllessites-

AccordingiccordingAccordmgAccording roto CalesCates 20 percenl-
of

percentpercenlpercent-

ofoff the Alaska Native populacepopulaceI-

SISi eligible for medicaremedlare,
.

Gehler noted the i$00$subcom-

mittees's
subcom-subcombeam-

mlllees's
beam-beam-

iiuees'siiueessmlllees'smllleessmittees'smitteess'' recommendaliirecommendallonrecommendations andand-

forwarded
and-

forwardedDrwardedforwarded [hemIhemthem 10to ALPHA'SALPHASALPHA's-

new
ALPHA's-

new

'

newew presidentpresident-presidentRobert.- Robert HallHall.,. whowho-

also
who-

alsoalsoIso serves as the AnchorageAnchorage-

director
Anchorag-

eduedorduedordirectorireuor lortorfor theIhe CDepartment ofof-

Health
of-

HealthiealthHealth and EnvircEnvironmental Pro-

tection
Pro-ProPro-

tedlon
. . -. -

tedlontection
tedlonHalltectionHall

Hall presented the '""ecom-
mendatlons

fecom-

Jtions
fecom-fecom"ecom-"ecomecom(ecom-

mendauons
ecom-ecom-

-J-tionsJtionsmendatlonsmendauons- - lo10to the full ALPHAALPHA-

membershIp
ALPHA-

membershipmembershIprship SaturdavSalurdaSaturday} afternoonafternoon-
The

afternoon-
TheyTheTheyTheywill} wwill 1 be lorwardedforwardedded loto theIhethe-

statestateIale ",soonon


