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Bering drilling could hurt environmenten-vironmentenvironment
-

Dear EditorEditor-

It
EditorIt
It gnevesgrieves meInc deepldeeply} toto-

watLh
to-

watchwatLhwatchwatLhourwatchourour government . In dIrectdIrect-

cooperation

direct-

cooperationcooperation with large multimulti-

national
multi-

nationalnational ooiloilcompaniescompaniesLompamcs , runrun-

roughshod
run-

roughshodroughshod over the independentmdependentindependent-
lifestyle

mdependent-
hfestylelifestylehfestyle of the Alaskan coastalcoastal-

Native
coastal-

NativeNative peoples not to rrmentionmention-

contnbute
mention-

contributecontnbutecontribute to the generalgencral futurefuture-

decline
future-

declmedeclinedeclme of mmannemarine mammal' andand-

water
and-

water

J

water fowl populations WhlLhwhichWhlLh-

they
which-

theythey utlhzeutilize to mamtammaintain theIrtheIr-

baSIL

their-

basicbaSILbasic nutntlvenutritive requIrements andand-

Psychological
and-

pSYlhologlcalpsychologicalpSYlhologlcal well-beingwellbeingwell.beingwellbeingwellbeing-
It

well.being-

It
-.

ItIt's'is'ss well-knownwellknownwell.knownwellknown-. fact by thc-

people
thethcthe-

peoplepeople here on the YupYupik(. coastcoast-

that
coast-

thatthat the BeringBermg Sea-BristolSeaBristolSea.BnstolSeaBnstol.-- BayBay-

area
Bay-

areaarea is probably the most pro-

ductIVely
pro-

ductively
propro-¬-

ductively fertile area inm thethe-

world
..

world for perhaps a huhdred-

different
huhdred-

different
hundredhuhdred

different species of birds ,. fivefive-

to
five-

toto six species of sealscat and walrus ,.

and for the millionsmlluons of salmonsalmon-

that
salmon-

thatthat annually migrate through .,

d6tmeddestined for mtenOtinteriort fivernverriver cobbcobblecobble-

beds
cobble-

bedsbeds to spawn ., nolnot to ment.onmentonmentionment.on-
the

mention-

the
.

the untolduntoldnumbersnumbers ofofolherofotherolherotherolher-

edible
other-

edibleedible fish andandclamclam speLlesspecies thatthat-

people
that-

peoplepeople min these regIOns use on aa-

daily
a-

dallydallydaily basisis to remain vitalvila! andand-

predominantly
and-

predominantlypredominantly self-sufficientselfsufficientself.sufficlentselfsufficlentself.sufficlent-
human

selfsufficient-
human

-.

human beingsbemgsbeings-

And
beings-

And
bemgs-

AndAnd there 'is'ss no doubt thatthat-

you
that-

youyou too know these facts to be

Ally with white hunters to maintain hunt
Dear EdnorEditor

EdnorYourEditorYour
Your AprilApnl 2929editorialeditoreditorial-

concerning
edllonaleditorialedllonal-

concermng
!

concermngconcerning the annual assault onon-

the
on-

thethe PnbIlofPribilofPnbIlofsealPribilofsealseal harvest raIsesraIses-
some

raises-
somesome pomtspoints of mterestinterest min rela-

tion
relarela- .-

liontion to the subsistence ISsue .

smcesince you note that ""conserva-

1I0msts
"conserva-

tionists
"conserva-"conservaconserva-

1I0mststionists argue agamstagainst thethe-

kIllmgs
the-

killingskIllmgskillings ,. ,.
"

If conservatIon indeed-

means
mdeedindeedmdeed-

meansmeans ""wisewise"WISCWISC use , " then thethe-

groups
the-

groupsgroups opposingopposmg the PnbIlof-
harvest

PribilofPnbIlofPribilof-

harvestharvest arere certainly not con-

servationists
concon-¬.-

servationistsservationlSts... Rather , theythey-

might
they-

mlghmightmlght better bebeclassifiedclassifiedclassifiedasasas-

"preservationists
as-

"preservationists""preservationistspreservationists .,. " CroupsGroupGroups' suchsuch-

al
such-

asaialas the Fund for Animals , FFriendsFendsFriends-

of
endsends-

ofof AnimalsAnimall and the Animal Pro-

tection
ProPro-Pro-

tection
-¬-

tection Institute are bent only

truetrue-

Could
true-

CouldCould I offer a few spspecificspecific-

reminders
specific-

remmdersremmdersremindersunders thatthat-

I

that-

l1Il ) There are a large numbernumber-

of
number-

ofof toxic chemicals usedusedmusedininm dnll-

mg
drill-

ing
drilldnll-dnlldrill-¬-

ingmg muds duringdunng ooil e"ploratlona-

LtlVltles
exploratione"ploratloneploratlonexploration-

activities
"

activitiesaLtlVltles and that they cumulat-

IVely
cumula-

tively
cumulacumula-¬-

tivelytIVelywtivelywillwwilll have an adverse affecl-

on
affectaffeclaffect-

onon these ;areauea
2)2) The extremely highh1gh decideL) ¬'

bel level associated with oilotJ exex-

ploration
ex-ex¬.-

plorationploratlon and development can-
not

cancan-¬.-

not failfall to placeplaLe concomitantconcomltanconcomitant-
high

'
highhighstressstress levels on the animalanunalanimal-
life

anunal-

hfelifehfe inhabitingmhabumg the region
3)3) The definitedefimte probabilityprobabllUYprobabllUY-

of
probability-

ofofofaa large oil011 spillsplI, wwilll incalcul-
ably

incalculmcalculincalcul-¬.-

ably upset the ecorythms inmin-

these
m-

thesethese areas
4)4) WithoutWuhout the admittedadmitted-

Arctic
admitted-

ArcticArctic oil011 spill clean-upcleanup-- techno-

y
techno-technotechnol-

ogy
technol-

ogy
--

logyy any large spillage wwill l bebe-

LatastrophlC
be-

catastrophiccatastrophicLatastrophlC for cherhethe lifehfe formsforms-
there

forms-
therethere

5)5) Because of the narrowlynarrowly-
prescribed

narrowly-
prescribedprescribedoccupiedbyecomcheseconiches occupied
by many of the faunafaunal! species
livinghvmgspeCieShvmgspecieslivinginm the region even a minormmorminor-
oil

mmor-
oooil spillspillmay- " maylay mean the extinctionextmctlonextinctio-
nu

extmctlon-
of

extinction-
ofof those species

u6)6), The..nene legal question ofof-

ownership
of-

ownersupownershipowners/upownersupownersupofownershipof/ of the offshore areasareas-

in

areas-

mmin both the BermgBeringsrmg Sea andand-

Bnstol
and-

BristolBristolBnstol Bay ( as well as the rest

on ceasingceasmg the taking of all-

animals

all-

anunals
illall

anunalsanimalsals by huntinghuntmg and trappingtrappmg ,.

ExammeExamineline closely the possible-

motives
possiblepossibl

motivesmOllves of the white advocatesadvocates-

of
,'

of subsistence preference whowho-

dodo not themselvesthemselyes hunt or trap .

It willwtJl probably not taketake-

too
take-

tootoo many \moref1\Oref1Ore incidentsmcidents suchsuch-
asas the situationsttuallon inm the PnbIlofs-
before

PnbilofsPnbilofs-
beforex.rxrx.rrbefore. r . Alaskalaska Natives willwtJl awakeawake-

toto10 theme factnet that the animalanunal propro-prot-

ecllon
prot-

ection
-¬

tectiontecllon groups are cecstatIC overover-
the

over-
thethe frictionfnctlon caused by the sub-

sistence
subsub-subs-

IStence
-¬-

sistence issue . After the SierraSierra-

Club
Sierra-

ClubClub , the VISTA volunteers., thethe-
F

the-
FriendsFFriendsnends of the EirthEtrthEarth andandotherotherother-

environmental
other-

environmentalenvironmental groupsgroup' who mas-
querade

masmas-mas-
querade

-¬-

querade under the guise ofof-
"conservation

of-
"conservation""conservationconservation " have shown their

of 0OOC.SOCSC.SCS. Alaska ) has not yetyet-

been
yet-

beenbeen determineddetermmed inm a court ofof-

law
of-

lawlawlaw-

In
law-

In
law-

InIn light of the above ,. 1I ( and-

mosl
and-

most
and

mostmosl of the people I have cocomccomecomc-

mto
come-

intointomto contact with inm the villavillagesvillages-

Inin these pansparts ) protest the leaselease-

sales
lease-

salessales of 0OC.SOCSC.sCs.. tracts in the-

Benng
the-

Bering
the

BeringBenng Sea and BristolBnstol Bay areas-

I

areas
I alsoaho protest the accelerationaccelerallon ofof-

thIS

of-

thisthis leasingleasmg schedule Given thethe-

extreme
the-

extremeextreme sensitivitysensltlvlly of the animal-

and
animal-

and
animalanimal-

andand human cultural populatIOnspopulatIOns-

m

populations-
in

1-

in

1-1- . - -

inm these regions , it sseem insensi-

tive
msenslinsensi-insensi '-

tive and foolhardy to continuecontmuecontinue-
with

contmue-
withwith this plan of energy-relatedenergyrelatedenergy.relatedenergyrelatedenergy.related-
mdustnal

energyrelated-
industrial

-.

industrialmdustnal intrusion It becomesbecomes-

Irresponsible
becomes-

irresponsibleIrresponsible to the extreme toto-

even
to-

eveneven contemplate this acllonactionacllon-

when
action-

whenwhen there are 700 alreadyalready-

leased
already-

leasedleased1 tracts inm the lower statesstates-

Ihat
states-

thatIhatthat havee notnOI even been touchedtouched-

by
touched-

byby the 011oil compamescompanies because ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir fear of protest by local-

citIZens
local-

citizens
local

citizens ' groups there It appeiappearsappears-

that
appears-

thatthat once againagam Alaska'sAlaskas' NanNallveNativeNallve-

v

Native-

villagevvillagelage peoples willwtJl be takentaken-

advantage
taken-

advantageadvantage of because of thethe-

natural
the-

naturalnatural difficulties they faceface-

of
face-

ofofofcommumcallonofcommunicationtnmumcationcommumcalloncommunication and orgam-

zatlOn
organi-

Thank

organi-

i

organi-

zation
organi-organiorgam-orgam -

zatlOnzation i
zatlOnThankzationThank

Thank you kindlykmdly
kindlyFrankkmdlyFrank

Frank JJ.Keir-
Hooper

J.Keir-J.Keir. Kelm-

Hooper
KeunKelmKeun-

Hooper

-

Hooper Bay , Alaska 99604

true feelingsfeehngs on the harvest ofof-

wild
of-

wildwfldwild animalsanunals , birds and eveneven-

fISh

even-

fishfish , NativesNallves will know that theirtheir-

only
their-

onlyonly hope for concontinuingmumg to take-

game
take-

game
take

game will liebe in an alliance With-

the
withwith-

thethe whiteswhitel who also hunt , traptrap-

and
trap-

andand fish .

IIamam descended from anan-

unbroken
an-

unbrokenunbroken line of people whowho-

hunted
who-

huntedhunted and fished to supplementsupplement-
ourour diet ; primarily though , II-

hunt
I-

hunthunt to sustain my spiritspintospinsspintoIt. It IS-

a
isis-

aa part of rnymy culture tndand I'I'tooItooJ'tooJtoo' too ,

am willing to fight to preservepreserve-

my
preserve-

mymy right .

Respectfully ,
'- PetePeteBublBuistBust


