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Pauline Harvey leads a life of miracles
BvBi SARAH MOTT-

soectai
MaTTMOTT

50soectai" '" 'to0 ''hhthe. rundtundra. , T'mTmT-elTelTelP-

aulmc

'- . .

PdullnlPaulmc Hd"CvHdCvHanes" is" a sm.1Ism1Ismallsmall-

woman
.

"''omdnomdnwoman wllhwith grdYgray hallhair and-

hearttilul
dndandandaa.

nedu'ulneduulhearttilul' ' bitbrown, , " IdlClace crcasedcreasedcrcased-
bv

creased-
hsbvhs ' 44'Cd4scars''CdCdscars" In AldkaAlaska, s WindWindandandand-
ww"''dil'ldill'dil'l-

mOlng
alelalel-

mining
''dil'lAalelA

A mO\lngmOlngmining\ loreIorsc, In Ihcthe NoorNoor-
Vlk

Noor-
vikVlkvik dndand \I\ol/ebucIolebucKovehue/ area lorfor moremore-
Ihdn

more-

thanIhdnthan <;5050scars00HdHdscars" she s taken turnsturns-
as

turns-
ddas' 'I'dIdpast-pastpastondwile" '-" I1l1d'eI1l1deondwile"' , ' ''lilagelilagesrllage cOuncOun-

II

coun-
sil,silIImemnersilmemberII memnermember ""hoolhoolschool bOdrdboardbOdrdmemboardmeinmein-
her

memmeinmem-
berberher molmotherher 01of IIIIlhildrenIIchildrenI children-

mothers
lhildrenchildrenlhildren1-

11t'lhe111t'lhe111tlhemothers' , , scsewing" II1g dubclub presidentpresident-
11Ilnin

president-

hunter11Ilninhunter Itrapperrapper sklnnelskinner InterInte-
rPI

inter-
prctorPIprctor( 101 for :InglIshEnglish speakmgspeakingspeakmgVISspeakingvisitVISvisitvisi-

ttors
'

'tors0" BhleBibleBhleInstrulor, Instrulorinstructor! dndanddndsubandsubsubsub-

white"white""LI.eLI.eLIe. ICdlhcrteacherICdlhcr-

And
teacher-

AndAnd a"ordlngaordlngaccording" 10to hcrher sonson-

hc
.

\\hchcshe knows Ihcthe bcstbest hunllnghunting andand-
I

and-
tIt "tilting''lInglIng spolsspots In Ihcthe state-

could
stdlcstatestdlc-

I

state-
II ,could''ulduld look balkback and saysay-

I

say-

wasI '"wasdS da nusbusy, womdnwoman " HarvcyHarveyHarvc-
y'elllll

Harve-
yillicit' 'elllllelllllillicit' quequietls, ' " """BulBul"ButBut IIit nevernever-

dawned
neve-

rdd.oeddd.oedddoeddawneddd.oedondawnedon. on mcme unluntiluntilnow" nonow", .'
IIofImiloofmilonut' Ihdlthat hvclylively dnvanymoreanymor-

eImielrid
InorcInorc-

IIImielridImielridshe" ' lelilld ,shehe sasasssass-
But

"
BulBut ,thehl glllliglint In heher , eeeve, dndand

"' Idl1Ianth: h Ihdliar' ""OmpdnlcOmpdnlcJcctnnpanies" ' Ihcthethe-

in. '"in "nRnt, Ltll .Jssures"'""ee , amamonconc In Ihcthethe-

that"--1111' "ne11Ihdlthat ,etlfcdistired d"ndndocsn, ." Ir ne

", ', .,.11m iiils, 1III, , dl1in ,slowJ " ", 109ing ddi",. 11it1-

1Ld

i-

tLitLdLitLitso" '"soI1111111mmncr ,shehl Ppickedpicked-

relit
' " ked

, ,relit" ,
" ss"ssvilltm""dlldllvilltm" " dnilmdrums 01of berries-

with
herrtcsberries

",with""hh h.1h1ht., gland1gtjndWn" " andandcaughtcaughlcaughtcaughts-

huitsshuitsU'llUll' J hllhit titoll"hollhItch" 'loo00 manmans, to-

mit

10to
,. "-"illIillI-mitmit d'1\d'1d1Jityd'1-

h

'\ "'NJvNJv-

Sh 'Shh , "Still, II predhlpreaches, ' sermonsermons,

occasionallyoClaslOnallyotcastonally, andandcontmuesandcontinuescontinuescontmues lototo-

add
to-

addadd her two bits at communitylOmmumtycommunity-
meetings

lOmmumty-
meetingsmeetingsmeetingsAimeetingsAt

AiAt the ripe old age "of< "71" ,. sheshe-

and
she-

and

> -
and a friend killed a mm-

ie
moose theythey-

came
they-

lamelamecameie acrossdcrOSS whilewhue berry picking-
It

picking
ItnItwaswas the biggestb.ggestbggest. they'dtheyd' ever-

seen
everever-

seen'seen" . ""iysiyssays Harvey , and all theythey.-

5

they-

had
they-

had.hadhadWdShadwas--.5.5WdSwas.. a 30-3030-- riflennenfle HarveyHarvey-

stood
Harvey-

stoodstood on the bankbdnk and actedacted-
lIke

acted-

likelike da bullfighter , wavmwavmgwaving| herher-

parka
her-

parkdparkaparkd to keep the anjan1JT1al-

'sdltenl.on

an1JT1al'san1JT1alsanimal'sanimalsanimal's-

attention ''
attentiondltenl.ondltenlon. Her friendfnend ., MinnieMlnm ,.

shot alldll the bullets in her gugungun-
and

nn-

andand finally ddroppedrapped the Ibeastbeast-
Two

beast-
TwoTwo days later ,. Minnie'sMinniesMlnnte'sMlnntes''

grin-

nine
grin-gringnngrin-

ning

-.

ntngningnine husband picked up thetheI-

WO

the-

twoIWOtwo women: n ,. theirthelf drums of-

salmon
ofof-

salmonsalmon bernesberriesernes and enoughenough-

meat
enough-

meatmeat for the enentiretile winter Not-
bad

NotNot-
badbad forforaa retireeretlleeretiree-

Harvey
retiree-

Harvey
retllee-

HarveyHarveyHarveyandand her husband-
Bert

husbandhusband.-

rt

husband-
Bert°Bert--.rt.rt. became pastorspdStOrs in thethe-

FrIend's
the-

Friend's.FrIend'sFrIendsnend'snends' Services churchchurchinin 1933-

after
19331933-

afterafter studyingstudymg three years at aa-

Bble
a-

BibleBibleBble, school in KotzebueKotlebue NoNo-

one
No-

oneone makes muchmUlh money in the-

imnistery
thethe-

mlntsleryimmstcrymlntsleryimnistery but backbdek then , therethere-

wcren'l

there-

weren'twcren- 'lwcre- nlweren- 'twere- ntweren- 'twere- nt' even stipendssupends for thethe-

paslor
the-

pastor
the-

torpaslorpastortor anddnd his wifewife-

"You
wife-

"You
wife-

"You""YouYou know until thisIhlS ,.
II-

ne'erneverne'erneer' thoughlthoughthought ' ofofmofmymmymywork> workworkasasas-

'olunteer
as-

volunteer'volunteer'olunteerolunteer work " she says ,

laughing sottlysolllysoftly ""ItIt"IIII was my lIfe-

We
lifelife-

WeWe just did it ".
Harvey recentlyrecentlywaswas awarded-

one
awardedawarded-

oneone ol01of 2010 FirstFllst Lady VolunteersVolunteers-
Inin Alaska She was nomnominated-
bs

nominatedmated
bvbs thec Northwest Arcticr.crc".'! EducaEduca-¬- .

tionUon AssociationAssoctattonAssociation-

She'd
Assoctatton-

She'd
Association-

She'dShe'dShed' been inm Anchorage aa-

day
a-

dayday and a half to receive the-

award
thethe-

awardawardawardwhenwhen she decided to10 rere-

turn
reore-rereo-

turn

¬-

turn to NoorvikNoorvlkNoorvlkearlyearly -. It's-

muskrat
it'sitsit's-

muskrat

'

muskrat huntinghuntmg season-

"I
seasonseason-

"I
season-

"I""II like mymyoidold life I1 fefeelfeel-

happy
feel-

happyhappy that way ,
" she says AndAnd-

with
And-

withwith a wave of her hand , sheshe-

dISmisses

she-

dismissesdismisses the city of Anchorage ,

saysaying109 ,
""II like this , butbul I dondon'tdontdon't-

want

' (
want to live like this ""

Judy Johnson ,, a native of-

Kotzebue
ofof-

KotzebueKotzebue accompanmgaccompamngaccompaning Harvey ,

remembers hearingheanng of her fromfrom-

lal

from-

years
from-

yearsyears ago as a Speciallal peron-
"There's

personperonperson-

"there's
person-

here's
.;""There'sThereshere'sheres''' really no other way-

to
wayway-

toto describedescnbe itn , " she says ""YouYou"You-

always
"You-

alwaysalways knknew that if you were 1-
0need

in10mm-

needneed ,, you could go to Bert andand-

PaulIne
and-

PaulinePauline "
""She'sShes' a person ofofconVlCofconvicconvic-

tion
convicconVlCconvic-¬'-

tiontlon ,
" says NoorvikNoorvlk residentresident-

Wilda
resident-

WildaWilda Sampson ""SheShe dares toto-

stand
to-

standstandstandupup for thingsthmgs ".
The mother of 1II1 children-

five

children-

five

chudren-

five
children-childrenchudren-chudren-

five of whom died as youngstersyoungsters-
Harvey

youngsters-
Harvey.---HarveyHarvey.Harvey--Harvey.- cancan'tcant''II even bbegingln toto-

count
to-

countcount the number of childrenchtldrenchildren-
she

chtldren-
sheshe delivered as a midwife dunng-

the
duringdunngduring-

thethe last 45 yearsyears-

"It's
years-

"It's
years-

"It's""It'sIts' amazingamazmgamazmgwhenamazingwhenwhen I looklook-

back
look-

backback on itII , " she admitsadmllS ""II"I-

would
"I-

would
1

would be too scared now TheyThey-
use

They-
useuse hospitals and everything WeWe-

Ined
We-

triedtriedIned to10 do our best We didn'tdidntdldn'ldldnldidn't-

ever
dldn'l-

ever

'

ever really have a bad timettme "

She never lost a childchildshesheshe-

delivered.
delivered , but stopped deliveringdellvermg

PAULINE HARVEY
them when clinicsclImcs came to thethe-

VIllages

the-

villagesVIllages In the mid60's-
It's

mld-60'smld60's60smid-60'smidmld60's-
II's

-- '

II'sIIsIt'sIts' hard for her to remember
74 years of lIfe , she says with aa-

laugh
a-

laughlaugh It all runs togethertogether-

"I""II guess itII was a hard life -.
that'sthatsIhat'sIhats' what they say , " "Harvey-

allows
HarveyHarvey-

allowsallows ""ButBut itit-

was

wasn'twasnt' hardhard-

then
hard-

thenthen IIIt was |lustust the way youyou-

Harvey

you-

dd
you-

diddddid, Ihlngsthings ."
Harvey and her husband ser-

ved
serser-¬.-

vedvedaa number ofofcommumt'eofcommunitiescommunitiescommumt'ecommumte' , -_
includingIndudtng Shungnak ., DeenngDeering andand-
Selawik

and-
SelawtkSelawikSelawtk - before returningretummg toto-

Noorvik
to-

NoorvlkNoorvikNoorvlk ,. Bert'sBerts' home , becausebecause-
of

because-
ofof his health-

When
healthhealth-

When
health-

WhenWhen Bert was too dISabled-
to

disabled
to continue serving as pastor ,

Pauline and Mildred SampsonSampson-
took

Sampson-
tooktook over ThTheyy ministeredmmlStered for
10 years , retiringrettnng three yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago
agoEveryEvery summer , the familyfamily-
would

family-
wouldwouldwouldmovemove from whateverwhatever-
village

whatever-
villagevillage they were stationedstattonedstationedinin10 , toto-

K
to-

Kotzebue
to-

otzebueKKotzebueotzebue for a summer ofof-
fishing

of-
fishingfishing Each fall ,, they headedheaded-
down

headed-
downdown theIhe riverfiver and back to thethe-
vdlage

the-
villagevillagevdlage
villageOnevdlageOne

One yearyear ., Harvey recalls , itnit-
turned

n-

turnedturned cold early and the wmdwind-.n _

began loto blow It rramedrained andand-

Iced
and-

icediced , slushedslushedandandandsnowedsnovsnowed . They-

waited
TheyThey-

wanwanwaitedd and waitedwaned for the wtwind-

to
wmdwindwmd-

toto stop , but one morningmommg ide-

tided
dede-

cldedcidedcldedtided to10 startSlart outOUI , thinkingthmkmg I-

Imight

itIIit-

mightmight be theirthelT last chance .

They couldcouldseesee= theIhe slushslush-

fonnmg
slush-

formingformingfonnmg intomto ice on theIhe lake asas-

they
as-

theythey gotgol inUI the boat withwith-

another
with-

anotheranother pastorpaslor and his wife .,

While theIhe windwmd blew , theIhe lakelake-

couldn't
lake-

couldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' freeze , but if the wmd-

died
windwmdwind-

dieddied down , it looklookedd like KotzeKotze-

bue
Kotze-

buthuebuebut (foror the wmwinterter..

The way Harvey tells itII .

thingsthmgs would have gongone betterbetter-

If
better-

ifif the women had bbeenen In-

charge
inin-

chargecharge After a few cnsscrosses-
of

criss-crossescrisscrossescnss-crossescnsscrisscrossescrisscrosses-
of

--
of the lake , theIhe other pastor'spastorspastor's-

wife
pastor's-

wife

'

wife urged her to go outside andand-

tell
and-

IeUtellIeU Ihthe men to hurry up oror-

they'd
or-

they'dthey'dtheyd' bbe frozen onto the lakelake-

The
lake-

The
lake-

TheThe windwmd died down andand-

sure
and-

suresure enough , the laklake startedstarted-

fre
started-

freezingfrefreezinglmg . Harvey and the pastorpastor-

began
pastor-

beganbegan polingpohng the ice , splUltenng-

n
splintering-

it
splinteringsplUltenng

itn before it couldcouldramram the boatboat-

But
boat-

ButBut the ice grgreww thicker and-

thelT

andand-

theirtheirthelT armsanns grew tired .

Suddenly , theirthelT poles startedstarted-

aa crack 10in the sohdsolid mass ,. TheThe-

crack
The-

crackcrack sphtsplit and widened as Har-

vey
Har-

vey
Har-Har-

vey and her friendsfnends watchwalchedwatched _.
""ItItult crackedcrackedclearclear over to ththethe-

mouthmoulhmouthouth >andJJJstarted--JJ opopeningning: toto-

make
to-

make
"

makeik a ,path ,, " she says . ""ItIt waswas-

Just
was-

justJustt likebke followingfollowinga ia slough . "
"" ""ThatThathat was a miracle , layssayssays-

the
says-

thethe woman who spent her life-

serving
bfe-

serving
lifebfe

serving the CodGod she believesbeheves in


