
Editorial CommentComment-Comme-

ntTerribly
Comme-

ntTerribly
Comme-

ntTerribly
-

Terribly Wounded BIABIA-

Will

BIA-

WillWill Never Be the SameSameT-

heThe seat of the Bureaullureau of Indian Affairs system inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. . has been dealt painful wound by thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople to whom it administers services - the NativeNative-
American

Native-
AmericanAmerican Indians of the land . Although the Indians whowho-
did

who-
diddid damage to the BIA are something ofofaa splinter group ,

mostly urbanized people , they are nevertheless the samesame-
people

same-
peoplepeople usliSits those on reservations . At any rate , the woundwound-
isis of such proportions that the BIA1A will never be the samesame-
from

same-
frontfromfront here on and into the future . If the agency ish toto-

exist
to-

existexist , it will have to make a new beginning based on moremore-
realistic

more-
realisticrealistic approaches taking into account the distinctivedistinctive-
lifestyle

distinctive-
lifestylelifestyle of the people it services as one of the mainmain-
objectives

main-
objectivesobjectives to aid and abet...

Last week , urban Indians and their leaders took overover-
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the WashingtonWa hington , D.CDC... I5LABl <\.& building and held it for aaeekweek\\eekeek\ .,

During the processpfOCes., , thousandsthousand <; ofofcubiccubic feetfcet ofofrecordsrecordsrecords-
were

records-
wereobjectsdcfacedobjectsdefacedwere destroyed , furniture waswa <; .smashedsmashed.mashedmashed.!'. ,. art objects
defaceddcfaceddcfacedanddefacedandandandstolenstolen ., The damage hasha been set!>et at closeclo e toto-

S2S25252millionS2millionmillion . That ish a lot of damage . It isb most appalling .

What is going to behe doneone to those who\, hohoH'rewere\H'reH'reHre\ ' responsiblerespon ible ?

Should they be punishedpunisifedpuni hc-dhcd- ? The latter suggestsuggests at onceonce-
that

once-
thatthat they wouldWOllld become martyrsmartyrs if suchL1ch is carriedcarricdcarricdoutcarriedoutout.. ItIt-

could
It-

couldcould makesnake a badbadandand delicate situation worsewor.ewore. ifif-

retaliatory
if-

retaliatoryretaliatorygoodideamoves1lI0ve1lI0veerewere\\ereere\\ to be made . It might be a good
idea if thosetho <;e responsiblerc ,>pon.ibleponible!'. for damagesdamagcsdamagcserewere\ereere\, handled byby-

their
by-

theirtheir own people . It should.llOuldllOuld. be remembered that thethe-
Indiam

the-
IndiansIndiansIndiam themselves havehavc tlicirowntheir o\\'nla\\o'nlanlao'nla"aysown\' law\ \ ways"aysays" .

What the Indians did to the BIALHA building hashJ: !'. comecome-
out

come-
outout of many1I1ln; )' injusticesinju.ticeinjutice. . "TrailTrail" of Broken TreatiesTr alie " usedu.eduedu.ed-

I
used-

as
.

asI: " the mcnementmmementntosenient theme denotesdenote!'. the glaring reasonreaW/1reaW1/ behindbehind-
the

behind-
thethe Indian action . They havehJ\ehJe: \ been victimsvictim of genocidegenocide-
withinwithin\ ilhin the great land they once owned . They have beenbeen-
subjected

been-
subjectedsubjected to the ruthlessruthle and relentlessrelcntles,> effort of assimilaassimila-aassimila-
tion

.il1lila-.il1lila. .il1lil-

ation
¬-

tion "toto" the mainstreamnlainstream of American life " for 200 years .

This liashasha <; been one of the most glaringglar ng failures of the BIABIA-

during
BIA-

duringduring the great many years of trying . Still there arearcarc-
people

are-
peoplepeople in it todaytodaywhowho believe in this inaneinanc effort.. WhatWhat-
the

What-
thethe assimilationasimilation., effort has succeededucceeded in doing isi <; that itit-

ha
it-

hashasha <; robbed the Indian people of their spirit to meet theirtheir-
problems

their-
problemsproblems .,

Despite the massivema.ivcmaivc" . effort of assimilationa . imilation ,. great manymany-
of

many-
ofof the Indian people have managed to boldhold on to theirtheir-
lifeways

their-
lifesvayslifewayslifesvays , traditions and artsart . . They still"tilltill" have their songs.ongongsongs-
and

. '
and dancesdancelances( <; . They still<; till have their reasoningrea <;oning ,. fair and wisewi.cwicwi.c-
I

wise-

loaders
.

leadersloadersI ' ader . These arearc the basicba <; c areas the newne\\neneBIA\\ BIA ,. oror-
hatever

or-
whateverwhatever\\hateverhatever\ successoruccessor it might.nightnight. be ,. to take into account andand-

go
and-

gogo forward from there ., If thisthi direction is takentakcn ,. whowho-
knows

who-
knowsknows , the terrible wound the BIAB1A absorbedaborbedab orbed lastlatlateek., week\\eekeekweek-
might

\ eek-

mightmight heal in shorterhorter time than peoplepcoplc expectc-'pectc'pectpect-' ..


