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ANAN OPEN LETTER :

One of my jobsjob . at the Tundra TimesTinges isi. to answeramweramwer-
Huiries

answer-
inquiriesinquiries/HuiriesHuiries/ ) fromfront teachersteachcrs andami students.tudentstudents. about AlaskaAla ka , thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times , and more often about the Natives ofof-

Alaka
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaka,
. ThisThi . interestintere t isi. neededneededandand welcomed . It isi., thethe-

tonc
the-

tonetonetonc of these letters which concern merite .,

Nine out of ten letters IIreceivereceive aska <;k about thethe-
"drunken

the-
"drunken"drunkendrunken" Native "" , suicideuicide rates and problemsproblelm of thethe-
young

the-
youngyoung . They seemseen-seenseento- to be askinga king ,. "IsIsHIs" it true that thetherdword\\rdrdword-
Indian

\\() rd-

IndianIndian is a synonym for drunkard ?'!"
The idea of the "drunkendrunken" Indian " ish unfair . Yes ,. thesethese-

arc
these-

arearearc problems - as they arearc in many societies - buthuthut-
placillg

but-
placingplacingplacillg the emphasis on thesethe e problems in courses taughttataught-
about

lghtlght-
aboutabout our Native AmericansAmerican<; in many schools throughoutthroughout-
thethe country is wrong .

These courses should tell about the beauty of thesethese-
people

these-
peoplepeople and theirthcir cultures ;:, their fight to retain the landland-
that

land-
thatthat is rightfully theirs ;: the constantcon tant struggle for betterbettcrbettcr-
schools

better-
schoolsschools ,. medicalmcdical facilities ,. housinghou ing ; and the need forfor-
agency

for-
agencyagency personal , 'teachersteachers'' and socialsocialworkersworkers who notnot-
only

not-
onlyonly care but RESPECTESPCTI< [ themthentherm) and their way of life .,

So , pleaseplea e ,. give our NatjveNative peoples the respectre pect that isiis-

so

.
solO! rightfully theirsthcirs .

Linda Ti. ReshResh-

Staff
Resh-

StaffStaff


